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poll* Autonomy gaining support 

j^CUPEED JERUSALEM (AP) — Support among Palestinians 
i j® Yasser Arafat’s autonomy deal with Israel has increased since 
'jg; Palestinian leader moved to the Gaza Strip earlier this month, 
! According to a poll released Tuesday. Some 55 per cent of those 

1 Ihi fVia lamcllam marlin nn«f - -- " * ^ 


autonomy to ine uaza amp ana jcncno area. About 34 per i . .. 
opposed. In a similar poll by the same institute six months 
fy 45 per cent supported the deal and 40 per cent were 
Tifty-five per cent said Mr. Arafat's long-awaited return 
,ian self-rule areas after 27 years in exile made them feel 
^flore confident" about the peace process. More than 70 per cent 
j,ad a “good" opinion of the Palestinian police which took over the 
jgjf.role areas from the Israeli army, compared to only 13 per cent 
^jjo had a bad opinion. By comparison, however, only 45 per eent 
impressed with the performance of Mr. Arafat's self-rule 
government. 
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Arafat cuts police salaries 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Yasser Arafat has ordered a cut of almost 
half in Palestinian police salaries as of June, police sources said 
Tuesday. A low-ranking policeman who refused to be identified 
said his salary was to be reduced to $260 a month from $460, the 
sum he received for the month of May. He said die policemen had 
not yet been paid for June. Gbazi Jabali, chief of civilian police, 
denied the reduction was new, and said the Palestinian authority 
had initially decided to pay its police troops salaries of $260 a 
month, but had added temporary benefits. "That was special (or 
the month of May to help the new policemen." Mr. Ghazi said. 
But Palestinian officials earlier announced that the police salary 
would be about $500 a month. And Major General Nasr Yussef, 
security chief for the autonomous ire as of Gaza and Jericho, was 
called to the Palestinian headquarers in Tunis early July amid 
unconfirmed reports that Mr. Arafa. found the police salaries too 
high. There are some 6.000 Palestinian police deployed in Gaza 
and the West Bank area of Jericho. 
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Jordan, Israel conclude talks on optimistic note 

Kingdom upbeat with agreement to work out borders and water- sharing formula 
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f^^Vetailed and continuous negotiations to begin Aug. 8 near Dead Sea 
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Nermeen Murad 
in Wadi Araba 


k*y. H c ORDAN AND Israel on 

Tuesday ended two days of 
ani thut ^ ^ astoric peace talks in the 
£H»s cnveFajse^ egion and announced that 
O’ bv ne*w!? (etailed and continuous 
television v 1 'Jotiations on border and 
1 how Keiw? raier issues would begin on 
egnant f 0r • ^ \iig- 8 at sites near the Dead 
The Timet ka. 

refused [ 0 ** A j oint statement read out 
rs visited rS® V Jordan’s chief negotiator 
davs befowiS? Tarawneh at a press 
:red but fojjj”* »nference capP^g the nego- 


>re paring 
additional 


Yarmouk rivers. 

“The most important prog- 
ress was the agreement to 
concentrate on prejf 
joint maps and ac 
material that will help the 
conference. 

“The other equally impor- 
tant progress is the agree- 
ment by both sides to abide 
by rightful allocation of both 
sides in the Jordan and Yar- 
mouk rivers," Dr. Muasher 
added. 

Both sentences were in- 
cluded in the joint statement 


he hahv. w" 

ase was nowS See page 7 for full text of the joint statement 
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* had been 0Vt ^. tiations listed a series of in- 
ev planaiion. ]C (ficators of progress in talks in 
r reported, h border, water and economic 
’lice spokesmans cooperation, but did not spell 
»«■* officer did see out any breakthrough, 
did nor recoemJ Jordanian spokesman Mar- 
hhie Humphrip wan Muasher said Jordan was 
of anv further & particularly satisfied with two 
Mage might nt- m i 0T addevements — first 
ir trial." v an Israeli acknowledgement 
that Jordan does have a ter- 
ritorial claim and agreement 
to set up a sub-commission to 
prepare joint maps and docu- 
ments on border documents, 
and, second, an Israeli 
fiance (AFPi acceptance that the Kingdom 
>d of Japaneit was entitled to a fair share of 
cians and dancec walera of the Jordan and 


se drama 
vignon 
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without elaboration. Dr. 
Muasher would nor elaborate 
but other sources agreed that 
the terminology of the state- 
ment on these two issues may 
have been “vague." 

Eliyakim Rubenstein, head 
of the Israeli delegation, m 
comments after the joint 
statement was read, said that 
this statement of progress, 
which both sides initialled at 
the end of their two days of 
talks here, “reflects the 
wishes and concerns of both 
parties in a balanced way.” 

He said their negotiations 
aimed to “pave the way for 
the more important high- 



Majali, Christopher 
and Peres meet today 


Jordanian and Israeli delegates, headed by Fayez Al 
Tarawneh (Croat row second from left) of Jordan and 
EKaktm Rubinstein of Israel (third from left) , hold a press 


conference in Wada Araba on Tuesday at the conclusion of 
two days of negotiations. Att left is Jordanian spokesman 
Marwan Muasher (photo by Yousef A! Allan) 


level meetings this week and 
next week." 

The Jordanian and Israeli 
foreign ministers meet 
Wednesday in Jordan with 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher. His Majesty 
King Hussein and Israeli 


Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin are scheduled to meet 
in Washington on Monday. 

The joint press conference 
was delayed by more than six 
hours as the two delegations 
wrangled inside an airoondi- 
tioned tent under the scor- 


ching sun in the desert. 

Sources close to the Jorda- 
nian side said Israel initially 
flatly refused to acknowledge 
any Jordanian daim to terri- 
tory saying that the borders 
of the two countries were 
never marked in history and 


rejecting British mandate 
maps of 1928 as the term of 
reference. 

The sources said problems 
had also developed in discus- 
sions about sharing scarce 

(Continued on page 7) 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Jordan today 
hosts another landmark 
meeting in the quest for 
peace in the Middle East — a 
meeting of the foreign minis- 
ters of the Kingdom and 
Israel with the American 
secretary of state. 

The meeting comes under 
the umbrella of the 
Jordanian- American-Israeli 
commission set up in October 
and under whose auspices the 
Kingdom and Israel worked 
out the June 7 agreement that 
led to the launch of the his- 
toric bilateral peace negotia- 
tions held Monday and Tues- 
day in the southern desert. 

The focus of the meeting is 
expected to be the presenta- 
tion of an American proposal 
described as a comprehensive 
package of ideas and prop- 
osed projects for developing 
the Jordan Rift Valley. 

Washington was entrusted 
with coming up with the 
proposal after Jordan and 
Israel tabled their own prop- 
osals and visions of develop- 
ing the area in earlier meet- 
ings. The U.S. compromise is 


expected to draw from both 
Jordanian and Israeli propos- 
als. 

Among the proposed pro- 
jects — discussed at various 
points during the course of 
the 33-month-old peace pro- 
cess launched in Madrid — 
are a road linking Aqaba with 
Eilat and Taba on the Egyp- 
tian coast, a canal to bring 
Red Sea water to the Dead 
Sea to preserve the ecological 
features of the area and meet 
water and power demands, a 
“transnational'' park near the 
borders, and an airport to 
serve both Aqaba and Eilat. 
It was not immediately 
known which of these pro- 
jects would be given priority. 

Jordan has said that serious 
discussions on economic 
cooperation with Israel could 
come only after the Jewish 
state satisfactorily addresses 
the Kingdom's territorial and 
water rights, a theme that 
was reaffirmed during the 
two days of talks that con- 
cluded Tuesday in Wadi Ara- 
ba. 

The meeting of the trilater- 
al commission will be held at 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Kaddoumi ‘not satisfied’ with 
Jordan-PLO coordination 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Tuesday 
held talks with senior Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official Farouk Kad- 
donmi on the latest develop- 
ments in the Middle East 
i process and Jordanian- 
Jestinian relations amid 
mixed signals over whether 
Mr. Kaddoumi was here to 
revive coordination between 
Amman and the organisa- 
tion. 

The King’s talks with Mr. 
Kaddoumi were expected to 
have covered the progress in 
the Jordanian-Israeli track of 
negotiations and the status of 
Jordan-PLO coordination 
which has suffered since the 
PLO signed its landmark 
autonomy accord with Israel 
in September 1993. 

Mr. Kaddoumi, who ar- 
rived here Monday night, 
told reporters after a meeting 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali that he was 
“not satisfied" with the level 
.of Jordan-PLO coordination 
and that hurdles blocking in- 


creased coordination should 
be removed. 

There are “barriers that 
prevent us from reaching an 
advanced degree of coordina- 
tion,” he said without ela- 
boration. 

He also said he found “no 
reason" for any delay in fina- 
list n ^ an accord on 
Jordaman-Palestinian econo- 
mic cooperation which was 
prepared in May in imple- 
mentation of a broader 
agreement signed in January. 
But there was no indication' 
whether the PLO leadership 
had dropped its “reserva- 
tions” on two or three key 
provisions in the accord. 

Those “reservations” — 
mostly to do with the use of i 
the Jordanian currency in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and the Kingdom’s role in 
supervising commercial 
banks there — were said to 
be holding up the PLO's en- 
dorsement of the May 
accord. 

Ahmad Qouriea, minister 
of economy in the Palestine 
self-rule authority who 
helped draft the May accord, 

le agree - 


said last week that 


ment was under “serious con- 
sideration” and could be 
finalised soon. 

A delegation representing 
the Palestine Economic 
Council for Development 
and Reconstruction (PEC- 
DAR) arrived here Tuesday 
to “join" Mr. Kaddoumi in 
bis talks here, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

However, a senior Jorda- 
nian official said no meeting 
of the joint Jordanian- 
PaJestinian economic com- 
mittee was planned, leaving 
the fate of the May accord 
still in the air. 

“Mr. Kaddoumi is here for 
different reasons that have 
more to do with Palestinian 
affairs,” said the official, who 
preferred anonymity. “It is 
not an official visit to Jor- 
dan." 

No PLO official was im- 
mediately available for com- 
ment. r 

In his comments here on 
Tuesday, Mr. Kaddoumi, 
head of the political depart- 
ment of the PLO, did not 
spell out who was to be 

(Continued on page 7) 


-Education’ turns 
snag in self-rule talks 
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IRO (Agencies) — Seek- 
nig to define “education" as 
reed in the Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) autonomy agreement 
bogged down negotiators 
Tuesday as they wrangled 
over changing control of 
Palestinian schools from 
Israeli to Arab. 

PLO negotiators called in a 
fegal adivser from Jerusalem 
10 help deal with the issue. 

“It seems the Israelis don’t 
rally want a Palestinian au- 
thority on education,” advis- 
er Jonathan Kuttab said. 
“They want to give us the 
book and say, 'do this".' 
u_^ r ' Kuttab, a prominent 
Palestinian lawyer, handled 
the Palestinians' final review 
°f the accord on Palestinian 
autonomy in Gaza and the 
Jericho area of the West 
Bank before it was signed 
May 4. 

Education is among the 
nist subjects before PLO arid 
{sraeK negotiators sitting in 
•wS?' ro t0 resolv® questions 
■xteft open in this accord. The 
negotiations are over “early 
^powennent." Israel’s sur- 
riJnder to Palestinians of con- 
trol over aspects of life m the 
new ty autonomous areas. 


Nabil Oasis, the Palesti- 
nian panel’s chief, briefed re- 
porters after four hours of 
talks. 

Asked whether Israel was 
balking at surrendering con- 
trol of schools, Mr. Oasis said 
the negotiations were made 
more difficult by the generali- 
ties on education in the Gaza- 
Jericho agreement. 

He said it was too early to 
detail points of dispute in the 
education negotiations, as it 
is part of the ambiguous con- 
cept of early empowerment. 
“We are trying to understand 
what is it exactly the (Israelis) 
mean,” he said. 

“They are trying to impose 
restrictions (on education);” 
added Palestinian negotiator 
Hassan Asfour. 

Sources dose to the talks 
said the Israelis wanted to vet 
the syllabuses to make sure 
that history books, for exam- 
ple, do not contain material 
they find objectionable. 

The Israeli delegates, led 
by Major-General Danny 
Rochschild, were not avail- 
able to comment on the dis- 
pute. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Hamas 
claims 
killing of 
Israeli 
soldier 

RAFAH (Agencies) — 
Hardline Palestinians, re- 
taliating for the deaths of two 
Palestinians in violent pro- 
tests at a Gaza checkpoint, 
lolled an Israeli soldier in an 
ambush on Tuesday near the 
border with Egypt- 

“Following the terrible 
massacre committed by 
(Israeli) Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin's soldiers against 
our people, (our) Izzeddin AI 
Qassam brigades directed a 
vengeful blow'” the Hamas 
group said m a statement. 

It was the first such attack 
carried out by Hamas since 
Palestinian self-rule began in 
Gaza and Jericho in May. 

The Israeli military said an 
officer was shot in the 
ambush an died in hospital. 
Under a peace accord with 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), Israeli 
soldiers patrol the border be- 
tween Gaza and Egypt. 

(Continued on page 7) 



A policeman tries to prevent people from Aires on Monday which killed at least 28 
approaching the ate of an explosion in Buenos people (AFP photo) 

28 dead in Buenos Aires; 
Iran denies Israeli charge 


BUENOS AIRES (Agen- 
cies) — Rescue workers chip- 
ped away at mountains of 
rubble Tuesday hoping to 
find more survivors of the 
bomb blast at a Jewish char- 
ity here that killed at least 28 
people and injured another 
146. 

The seven-storey Jewish 
Mutual Association building 
in Buenos Aires’ busy Once 
district collapsed in Monday’s 
explosion that destroyed 
neighbouring buildings and 
was heard as far as 15 
kilometres away, police said. 

The bombers “chose 
Argentina as a target because 
of its support for a peace 
agreement between Israelis 
and Palestinians," President 
Carlos Menem said. 

No group immediately 
claimed responsibility for the 
blast, which came as a deadly 
reminder of the bomb attack 
on the Israeli embassy here 
March 17, 1992, that killed 30 
people and injured more than 
200 . 

Mr. Menem said Tuesday 
three people were .under 
arrest in the case, and voiced 
optimism about the investiga- 
tion of what he has said was a 
crime committed by foreign 
nationals, aided by people 
inside Argentina. 

- One of those arrested was 
identified by police as Iraqi 
national Adnan Mohammad 
Yousis, 31, who fought for 
his country in the Gulf war. 
He was held while trying to 
cross the border to Brazil 
with an expired Brazilian 


passport. 

Also detained was Moroc- 
can national Al Kabir Pal- 
kan, 33, Mr. Menem said. He 
was arrested in the neigh- 
bourhood of the bombed 
building. 

Police sources said an Ira- 
nian man and a German 
woman were detained Mon- 
day at the airport in Buenos 
Aires. The woman was re- 
leased hours later. 

Israel said militants tied to 
Iran were apparently behind 
the bomb attack. 

President Menem prom- 
ised that “everything human- 
ly possible" was being done 
to catch the people responsi- 
ble as a team of Israeli Mos- 
sad agents arrived in Buenos 
Aires to help investigate the 
bombing. 

Israel also sent a rescue 
team, police bomb experts 
and army specialists. 

"Argentine soil has already 
soaked up the blood of inno- 
cent people, among them 
Israelis in the horrible attack 
on our embassy building , 
there Only 28 months ago," 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres told his parlia- 
ment. 

“At the time, the trail led 
to Iran and also now pre- 
liminary information in our 
hands points to the involve- 
ment of hostile Middle East- 
ern elements who do not shy 
from using any measure to 
hurt those who seek peace," 
Mr. Peres said. 

In an interview with army 
radio. Prime Minister Yit- 


zhak Rabin also referred to 
the 1992 embassy bombing. 

“If we .. judge by the past, 
and I think we can do that, it 
is clear where the threads are 
leading,” Mr. Rabin said. 

“Moreover, in our assess- 
ment, there was concern that 
after the blows Hizbollah has 
sustained from Israeli forces, 
‘they and their patrons were 
liable to respond somewhere 
in the world through some 
act," he said. 

Pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
vowed to strike in Israel and 
elsewhere after 26 of its guer- 
rillas were killed in an Israeli 
air raid in eastern Lebanon 
on June 2. 

Iran denied any involve- 
ment in the bombing in 
Argentina. Tehran Radio 
said on Tuesday Iranian 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Mahmoud Mohammadi 
“condemned territorist acts 
against innocent people from 
any religion and nationality.” 

Tehran Radio did not com- 
ment on the arrest of the 
Iranian at Buenos Aires air- 
port after the government 
sealed Argentina’s borders 
following the blast. 

Mr. Mohammadi told 
Tehran Radio “this act re- 
sembles the attack carried 
out by Israeli secret services 
on a Beirut church." He was 
referring to a bomb attack in 
February on the Zouk Mikail 
church in northern Beirut 
which killed 11 people. 

The Mossad is no stranger 

(Continued on page 7) 


Christopher holds 
‘useful’ talks with 
Assad in Damascus 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher said he had 
“useful" talks here on Tues- 
day with President Hafez Al 
Assad on ways to break the 
deadlock in Syria's peace 
negotiations with Israel. 

But Mr. Christopher said 
after more than two hours of 
discussions with the Syrian 
leader that “we’re still in the 
process of difficult negotia- 
tions. The issues are compli- 
cated and intertwined.” 

They were to meet again 
later after Mr. Assad consi- 
dered points made by Mr. 
Christopher, who flew to 
Damascus from Israel after 
saying there was new hope 
for peace 

“I had useful discussions 
with President Assad” to re- 
view the situation since his 
last peace shuttle between 
Israel and Syria in May. the 
secretary tola foreign corres- 
pondents. 

Mr. Christopher said he 
was not really bringing new 
ideas. “There are dine rent 
ways to approach old ideas.” 

The secretary said 
Washington always encour- * 
aged all parties to engage in 
high-level direct talks when 
asked if he bad urged Mr. 
Assad to follow Jor&n’s ex- 
ample. 

Syria's official press was 
critical as Jordan met Israel 
on their ceasefire line ahead 
of next Monday's first public 
talks between King Hussein 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

“I did not discern that the 
Jordan events made any dif- 
ference for him,’’ Mr. Christ- 
opher said. The Jordanian- 
Israeli track of the peace 
talks "was not the central 
aspect of our conversation." 

A senior U.S. official re- 
questing anonymity said "the 
issue is not direct contact. 
The issue is the level of con- 
tact." 

Mr. Christopher reiterated 
that Israel and Syria were 
both “very serious" about 
making progress in their talks 
which have been stalled since 
February and made little 
headway since the Madrid 
conference in October 1991. 

"As I’ve said in May the 
discussions entered a new 
and substantive stage,” he 
said. 

On his last missions here in 
April and May, the secretary 
carried to Damascus propos- 
als from Israel for a phased 
withdrawal from the Golan 


Heights which Syria turned 
down. 

Damascus wants a total 
Israeli pullout from the 
Golan and South Lebanon 
while Israel is asking for a 
Syrian commitment to total 
peace first. 

After talks on Monday 
with Mr. Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres, the 
secretary said: "There is new 
hope and new opportunities 
here.” Mr. Rabin was cau- 
tious saying there were still 
wide differences. 

Mr. Christopher described 
the issues still unsettled^ as 
“very complex and intert- 
wined." 

Mr. Christopher told re- 
porters: “Are we going to 
have difficult times? Of 
course. Will there be areas 
where there will be sharp 
controvery? Of course. And 
one of those areas where 
dearly there are veiy difficult 
and serious negotiations is 
the Syrian track." 

A senior Israeli diplomat 
said Monday night a simple 
swap of land-for-peace was a 
Syrian invention. From 
Israel's standpoint, he said. 
Mr. Assad must spell out his 
peace terms, negotiate secur- 
ity arrangements along the 
border and agree to normal 
trade and diplomatic ties. 

In May, when Mr. Christ- 
opher was last in the region, 
Mr. Assad conveyed through 
him the beginning of an out- 
line of peace terms. But 
Israeli and U.S. officials said 
that process has stopped. 

Mr. Christopher went to 
see Mr. Assad immediately 
on his arrival from Israel and 
planned to stay overnight. He 
would come back Friday, de- 
pending on whether his shut- 
tling is productive, U.S. offi- 
fials said. 

In the interim, Mr. Christ- 
opher will meet Wednesday 
in Amman with King Hussein 
and then near the Dead Sea 
with Jordanian Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres. 

He will report on his talks 
with Mr. Assad to Mr. Rabin 
in Tel Aviv on Thursday. 

Commentaries in Tues- 
day’s Syria Times, a 
government-aligned news- 
paper, accused Israel of stall- 
ing and placing obstacles in 
the path to peace. Israel re- 
fuses to discuss the question 
of withdrawal, according to a 

(Continued on page 7) 



Middle East News 


2 Malaysian soldiers 
killed in Somalia 


MOGADISHU (R) — 
Somali gunmen killed two 
U.N. peacekeepers and cap- 
tured II in a Mogadishu 
ambush but released their 
captives within hours, the 
U.N. said on Tuesday. 

It was the worst attack on 
U.N. peacekeepers in Soma- 
lia in two months. U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghaii said it underlined the 
need for a critical review of 

U.N. operations. 

The U.N. military spokes- 
man. Major Rick McDonald, 
said two Malaysian U.N. 
peacekeepers were killed 
when gunmen ambushed a 
three-vehicle patrol near the 
"green line" battle zone di- 
viding the capita] on Mon- 
day. 

"There . was a two-way 
firefight as the LTNOSOM 
personnel tried to extricate 
themselves from the ambush. 
But eventually all 11 mem- 
bers of the patrol were cap- 
tured." Mr. McDonald told 
Reuters. 

The U.N. Operation in 
Somalia (UNOSOM) patrol 
consisted of nine Malaysian 
soldiers, three Italians and 
one New Zealander. 

"In addition to the two 
dead. 'three Malaysians were 
wounded — one critically — 
and two Italians were wound- 
ed. All had bullet wounds. 
The sixth, a New Zealander, 
has a minor flesh wound 
caused either by a bullet 
splinter or gravel," he added. 

"The Somalis who took 
them made it plain from the 
start that they weren't in- 
terested in keeping them pris- 
oner. They wanted to sort out 
how to hand them back and it 
took some hours to do it. 

“They were eventually re- 
leased at a U.N. strongpoint 
at the K-4 junction. They 
were taken there in a minivan 
escorted by a bunch of tech- 
nicals (armed trucks) and 
whoever was holding them 
went and talked to the 
guards. 

“Half an hour later the two 
bodies and the 11 prisoners 
were released and taken to 
the U.N. compound,” 
McDonald added. 


The ambush took place at 
ited d 


the scene of repeated dashes 
in the past month between 
militiamen of General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed's 
Somali National Alliance and 
Hawadle dan gunmen. 

Mr. McDonald said the 
bodies of the two Malaysians 
would be repatriated 3s soon 
as possible, possibly on Tues- 
day, and he believed there 
would be a U.N . investiga- 
tion of the ambush. 

Before news of the 
oeacekeepers’ release in 
Mogadishu, Dr. Ghaii conde- 
mned what he called the 
‘‘wanton attack." 

“It is unpardonable that 
the attackers should turn 
against those who hve come 
to help them... this incident 
underscores the degradation 
of the security situation on 
the ground and the need for a 
critical review of the United 
Nations operations in Soma- 
lia," he said in a statement 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, bruised by its failure to 
bring peace to Somalia de- 
spite brokering peace talks, is 
due to decide at the end of 
September whether to extend 
its mandate there. 


Workers see Israeli conspiracy in violence 


U.N. officials warn con- 
tinued violence will prompt 
the ]9.000-5trong U.N. force 
to pull out and the interna- 
tional community, overbur- 
dened with crises elsewhere, 
to turn its back on Somalia. 

Officials said both General 
Aideed and rival. Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad, said they would 
investigate Monday's ind- 
dent. the worst since five 
Nepalese soldiers were killed 
in Mogadishu on May 16. 

A dan-based feud between 
Aideed and Ali Mahdi sup- 
porters killed about 30,000 
people after the ouster of 
dictator Mohammad Siad 
Barre in 1991. The war led to 
famine which killed 10 times 
that number of Somalis. 

_ All IS main Somali dans 
signed a peace agreement in 
March calling for a recon- 
ciliation conference to name 
a new government in May. 
But chiefs later fell out over 
when and where to meet 


Sunni opposition group 
claims Mashhad blast 


KHAN YOUNIS (AFP) — 
Palestinians shut out of Israel 
share more than just prob- 
lems arising from unemploy- 
ment, they also see an Israeli 
conspiracy” to create a rift 
within the newiy-autonomous 
Palestinian areas. 

This feeling grew sharply 
after workers dashed Sunday 
with the Israeli army at the- 
Erez crossing point. Two 
Palestinians were killed and 
75 Palestinians and 24 Israelis 
wounded, and Israel declared 
Gaza sealed off until further 
notice. 

Some 20,000 Gaza resi- 
dents holding work permits 
are affected, a considerable 
figure in a region that suffers 
a 50 per cent unemployment 
rate. 

In areas as far apart as 
Gaza Gty and the squalid 
Khan Younis refugee camp, 
Palestinians are repeating die 
same charges: Israel is trying 
to make our lives miserable 
enough to push us against our 
own leadership. 

Israel is using the unem- 
ployment problem against 


the Palestinian authority and 
against the PLO, to prevent 
the success of autonomy,” 
said Mohammad Muhareb, 
40, a house painter unable to 
renew bis permit to work in 
Israel. 

Mr. Muhareb now works 
on a temporary basis at a 
clinic run by the U.N. Re- 
fugee Relief and Works 
Agency, earning 30 shekels a 
day instead of the 100 he 
would get from an Israeli 
employer. 

The difficulties Palestinian 
workers face could lead to 
“the risk of a split,” Mr. 
Muhareb said, quickly 
adding, “but it‘s very slight, 
we won’t let it happen.” 

Indeed, following the vio- 
lence, an angry crowd of ab- 
out 3,000 at Gaza’s main hos- 
pital shouted slogans against 
peace with Israel, and some 
even jeered when Palestine 
liberation Organisation 
(PLO) chief Yasser Arafat's 
name was mentioned. 

But when Mr. Arafat later 
visited the hospital, the 
slightly smaller gathering 


cheered trim m, 

“If it gets very bad, we wflj 
turn against Israel, never 
against our own people,” said 
Jihad Abu Obeida. 23. 

Mr. Abu Obeida 


was 


speaking ax this camp which 


np wi 

),000 


houses almost 100,uuu re- 
fugees from Beersheba 
whose families came to Egyp- 
tian-controlled Gaza after the 
creation of the state of Israel 
in 1948. 


Gaza’s registered refugees 
form two-thirds the total 
population, and the vast 
of the area's nearly 
500,000 unemployed . Ori- 
ginal Gaza families are most- 
ly land-owners or established 
tradesmen. 


‘Geariy, the Israeli gov- 
ernment, or some extreme 
right-wingers are trying to 
pat pressure on the Palesti- 
nian authority," to ruin the 
autonomy agreement, he 
said. 


the 


Khan Younis with simi 


i simple 

tone houses where families 


live ten to a room and gar- 
bage-strewn dust tracks, re- 
flects the desperation of its 
inhabitants. 

Donkey-drawn carts rum- 
ble along to the beach, car-, 
tying women and children on 
what is the area’s major 
means of transportation. 


But others qualified 
problem differently. 

“I don't see this as a con- 
spiracy by Israel," Frrih Abu 
Meddein, Palestinian minis- 
ter of justice, said. 

“There are obstacles but it’s 
not a conspiracy. It’s not a 
political matter, it’s purely 
economy.” 


“It takes the workers up to 
six hours to get across," Mr. 
Abu Meddein said, by which 
time prospective Israeli em- 
ployers on the other side will 
have given up and 
home. 


gone 


NICOSIA (AP) - A little- 
known Iranian opposition 
group has claimed responsi- 
bility for a mosque bombing 
in northeastern ban that kil- 
led 2ti people, an Arabic- 
janguage weekly reported in 
issues available in Cyprus 
Tuesday. 

Abu Bakr Al Khorasani. a 
spokesman for the Iranian 
Islamic Movement, said his 
group would escalate attacks 
nationwide unless the Shiite 
Muslim Tehran government 
granted more rights to Iran’s 
Sunni Muslim minority, 
according to the London- 
based A I Wasat magazine. 

_ It quoted the 35-ycar-old 
Khorasani as saying in an 
interview at the group's head- 
quarters m the Pakistani city . 
of (Jueti.t that the movement 
was behind the June 20 blast 
of a shrine in the northeast- 
ern city of Mashhad that kil- 
led 2n people. 

Mr. Khorasani said the 
attack was in retaliation for 
the destruction by Iranian au- 
thorities of a Sunni mosque in 
Mashhad in February. 

Riots in the Iranian city of 
Zahcdun. whose population 
is predominantly Sunni, were 
believed to have been 
sparked by the reported des- 
truction of the Sunni Makki 
Mosque in Mashhad. 

Iranian officials have de- 
nied that the mosque 


was 


demolished. Mashhad is pre- 
dominantly Shiite Muslim 
and considered one of the 
holiest cities of the sect. 

Iran has blamed the shrine 
bombing on the Iraq-based 
Mujahedeen-e-Khalq opposi- 
tion group, which has denied 
the charge. 

Mr. Khorasani's group has 
also claimed responsibility 
for an April 19 explosion in 
one of Tehran's busiest 
streets that injured 13 peo- 
ple. The group had not been 
heard of before that incident. 

He told Al Wasat that his 
group wanted the Iranian 
government to grant "equal- 
ity" to Sunnis and Shiites, 
halt "insults'* against the 
Sunni sect, rebuild the de- 
molished mosque, try those 
responsible for its destruc- 
tion, and allow Sunnis to 
build mosques elsewhere in 
Iran, including the holy city 
of Qom. presently the seat of 
the Shiite sect. 

Mr. Khorasani also alleged 
that Iran was holding a num- 
ber of Sunni scholars and 
students in prison and de- 
manded their release. 

The majority of Muslims 
around the world abide by 
the faith's Sunni sect, bm 
about 90 per cent of Iran’s 60 
million people are Shiites. 
About five per cent to eight 
per cent of the population is 
believed to be Sunni. 


Anniversary brings painful memories for 
Greek-Cypriot refugees in own country 


NICOSIA (AFO) — Con- 
stantinou, Titina. Christos 
and 200.000 of their fellow 
Greek-Cypriots all have one 
thing in common — they are 
all "refugees'' in their own 
country. 

The destinies of the ultra- 
wealthy businessman, the 
mother pursuing Turkey 
through the courts and the 
young man who dreams of 
opening his own restaurant 
are tied together by just one 
date: July 20, 1974. 

On that day. Turkish para- 
chutists landed in northern 
Cyprus following a coup 
against the Cypriot president. 
Archbishop Makarios. 
orchestrated by the military 
junta in power in Greece. 

Turkey said it was a 
guarantor of the East 
Mediterranean island's inde- 
pendence. along with Greece 
and Britain, and was acting to 
protect the Turkish Cypriot 
minority. 

After several weeks of vio- 
lent fighting Cyprus was split 
into two. 

The Turkish army occu- 
pied the northern third, forc- 
ing some 200.000 Greek- 
Cypriots living there to aban- 
don their homes and seek 


refuge in the south. 

An exodus of 50.000 Tur- 
kish Cypriots living in the 
south moved in the opposite * 
direction. 

Since then the two com- 
munities have lived divided; 
by a 180-kilometre "green 
line," patrolled by troops 
from the United Nations. 

Constantinou Lordos left 
behind him one of the biggest 
hotels in Famagusta, the 
main port on the east coast. 

The hotel is still standing 
abandoned 20 years later, in 
the heart of what was Cyp- 
rus's tourist hotspot of the 
1970s. 

But Mr. Constantinou, in 
his 50s. has mev^d on. He 
used government aid for the 
"refugees" to "redeploy" his 
business ventures. 

Now he manages several 
hotels on the island's south- 
ern coast, in the new tourist 
centres from Ayia Napa to 
Paphos via Larnaca and 
Limassol, and counts as one 
of the Cypriot multi- 
millionaires/ 

His attachment to Fama- 
gusta owes more to good 
business sense than it does 
sentiment, but 44-year-old 
Titina Loizidou has never 


given up her dream of going 
back to her home in Kyrenia 
on the northern coast. 

Five years ago Titina laun- 
ched a legal fight against Tur- 
key in the European Court of 
Human Rights in Strasbourg. 

Her charge against Ankara 
is that Turkish troops are 
infringing her rights by not 
allowing her to return 
"home" to Kyrenia, just 20 
kilometres north of Nicosia 
where she lives now. 

Titina. member of a mili- 
tant women's "refugee" 
group "Women Walk 
Home," knows that the pro- 
cess of justice is slow. But her 
hopes were raised in June 
when the court ruled that her 
case was admissable. 

She hopes for a ruling be- 
fore the end of the year, but 
knows her return to Kyrenia 
is still little more than a 
dream. 


months-pregnant mother on 
to a coach before he went off 
to fight. 

The family had nothing but 
the clothes they stood up in. 

Christos' memories — 
those of a young child who 
did not understand why 
_ adults had to fight wars — are 
still painful for him. 

Though he works in one of 
the numerous off-shore com- 
panies attracted to Cyprus by 
its lack of financial struc- 
tures. an enviable position 
for many of his compatriots, 
he still dreams of returning 
"home." 6 


The dream is more bitter 
for Christos Kyriacou. who 
left the Kyrenia region as a 
child of five. 

When a Turkish plane 
dropped parachutists over 
the family's village of SkiJ- 
loura. his policeman father 
just had time to pack him. his 
brother and his seven- 


He would like to open a 
restaurant nexr to the beach 
there, though he knows it is 
practically impossible. 

Lilse Christcfe. tens of 
thousands of young Greek- 
Cypriots only have a very 
distant memory of a rime 
when the Greek and Turkish 
Cypriot communities lived 
side by side. Those younger 
than 20 have no memorv of it 
at all. 

Yet it will be young people 
like them who make up the 
largest pan of the demonstra- 
tors commemorating the 20th 
anniversary of the "occupa- 
tion" of their island. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egyptian fighter crashes; pilot killed 


ISMAILIA (R) — An F-16 fighter of the Egyptian air forty 
crashed near the Suez Canal on Monday, killing the pilor 
security sources said on Tuesday. The pilot, on a fligfe 
between two nearby airfields, told ground control he hag & 
technical fault and be died minutes later while trying td 
eject, they said. Earlier this year an F-16 crashed into an 
abandoned house near one of the same airfields. . 


U.S. general visits Kuwait, Saudi Arabia 


KUWAIT (R) — U.S. General Joseph Hoar held talks 
with Kuwaiti officials including Defeire Minister Sheikh' 
Ahmad Hamond Al Sabab on Tuesday. Sen. Hoar is head 
of the Florida-based U.S. Central Command and responsi- 
ble for U.S. armed forces operations m the Middle Fa^l 
He also met Kuwaiti armed forces Chief of Staff Genera] 
Ali Moctmen, a Defence Ministry spokesman said. GenJ 
Hoar arrived on Monday after a brief visit to Saudi Arabia; 
He declined to give details of his discussions. 


Guilty plea in scheme to divert Israeli aid 


On an official level, some 
Palestinians voiced the same 
opinion as the workers. 

“I support what the work- 
ers say," said Walid Zakkut, 
a former negotiator with 
Israel. 


CINCINNATI (AFP) — A Former General Electric 
executive pleaded guilty Monday to fraud and related 
charges in connection with a scheme to divert nriUions-of 
dollars in U.S. aid destined for Israel. Herbert Steadier, 4 
former GE international sales manager, also agreed ’to 
forfeit S1.7 million, said assistant federal prosecutor 
Edmund Saigas. Authorities said Mr. Steindler was part of 
a plot to divert some $11 million in U.S. military aid for 
Israel. Under a plea agreement, prosecutors will recom- 
mend the 55-year-old Steindler receive seven years in 
prison for fraud, money laundering, conspiracy and mail 
fraud. Rami Do tan, an Israel air force general indicted with 
Mr. Steindler, was convicted in Israel on related charged) 
and sentenced *" ,a — 1 » — > -^1 


to 13 years in prison. General Electric 
cooperated with the probe and paid $9 million in penalties 
and other da mag es. 

Iran threatens to sue German 


NICOSIA ( AP) — Tehran on Monday threatened to sue a 
German engineer who said he was beaten during fire years 
imprisonment in Iran to make him confess to being a spy. 
The Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) said the 
Iranian judiciary issued a statement “refuting the contra- 
dictory remarks by" the former prisoner, Helmut Szimkus. 
IRNA said that Szimkus, “apparently influenced by the 
Zionists, has launched some baseless allegations against 
Iran.” IRNA quoted the statement as saying that IRNA 
r. Szimku 


could sue Mr. Szimkus internationally, but did not say bow 
or where. Mr. Sarhnkos, 59, was released from prison July 1 
after serving a five-year sentence on charges be had passed 
military information to Iraq during its 1980-88 war with 
Iran. He was sentenced to death, but later pardoned. Mr. 
Szimkus, who returned home in good health, told Ger- 
many’s Stem TV that after he was jailed in Tehran's 
notorious Evin prison be was beaten “numerous 
times” until he confessed to espionage. Mr. Szimkus 
denied Iranian allegations that he was picked up at the 
Iran-Iraq border. He said he was arrested in 1989 at Tehran 
airport alter he had checked in for a flight and had passed 
through immigration. j 


Charged with murder ofCoptic Christians 

CAIRO (AFP) — The state prosecutor on Monty 
charged 11 suspected militants in southern Egypt wittifty 
murders of two Coptic Christians and three policed^; 
security sources said. Five of the defendants axe in poOce 
custody, but six are on the run. All the shootings in which 
mne other people were also wounded took place in 1992 in 
Asstut . province's town of Dairut, about 300 kflomea^ 
south of Cairo. The defendants are also being charged with 
try Tf JolJ Dainit’s police chief, Major-General Moham- 
mad Labib Hassan, in a gun attack. Other charges include 
membership in mi lita n t groups, and the illegal possession 
of weapons. r 


Rights group singles out Palestinians’ plight 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab Organisation for Human 
roghK expressed concern Monday over abuses in the Arab 
World, .singling out the Palestinian situation. The organisa- 
tion said it was concerned “over the abuse of the right to 
hfe in more than one-third of the Arab World, in addition 
k> Palestine. It criticised the Palestinian autonomy deal 
for the Gaza Strip and Jericho, signed here on May 4’ 
saying the accord limited the Palestinians’ right to selfc- 
determination and rule. The organisation said it “deeply 
resets Israel s continuing stubbornness concerning the 
w ts of the Palestinian people, in particular their right to 
self-detennmanon," the report said. Israel' insists on 
givmg the Palestinians narrow limitations in self-rule 
geographically and politically." it added. The report also 


Palestinians’ right to freedom and 
of ^report entidsed the “deteriorating sinia- 
tira of fcraeh prisons and detention camps, mid the 
continuing detention of Palestinians in great numbers.” 


Briton flogged in Qatar complains of injustice 


Bnton flogged in the Gulf state of 
Qatar for illegally selling alcohol was quoted on Tuesday as 
saying he was tile victim of injustice. The Guardian 
newspaper quoted electronics technician Gavin Sherrard- 
“A* T™* h ! , had been victim of a “sting” 

KdSnd , h ?0h ^i and faad n0t been a lawyer to 

XmLtE ^ outraged by a feeling of complete 

Sherrard -Smith. who denies the charges, 
was quoted as saying. ° 
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It win be fine with clouds appear- 
ing al low altitudes and wands 
northwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 
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Fins pharmacy 661912 
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Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 19/30 

Aqaba 25 /39 
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Iordan Valley 24/38 


MUD: 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu ( — ) 

AlOnds pharmacy (— ) 


ZAB.QA: 

Dr. Aknan Haddad 985550 

KJtaWdi pharmacy 985417 


Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repair* 661101 

Jordan Television 773m 

Rh&o Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

El ■ „ 8156,5 

Electric Power 


hospitals 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Kbalidi Maternity, J. Amu 

644281/6 

Akflcb Maternity. J. Amq, 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J, Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664I71W 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasbcr Hospital ..... 867227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 
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Zarqi National Hospital 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 29 Aqaba 37, Humidity 
readings: Amman 29 per Cent. 
Aqaba 28 per cent. 
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ing Abdullah remembered! Zarqa police crack down on burglaries 

rfAN (J.T.) - Jorda- . f . . _ - 

feSS Authorities arrest 25 suspects over 3 weeks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jorda- 
nians today remember the 
late Kmg Abdullah, found- 
er of the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan and grand- 
father of His Majesty King 
Hussein os the 43rd 
: anniversary of his death in 
Jerusalem. 

King Abdullah was assas- 
sinated while attending Fri- 
day prayers at A1 Aqsa 
Mosque in 1951. He is re- 
jnembered for his national 
Stand and for laying the 
foundation of pan-Arab 
unity by uniting the West 
and East banks of Jordan 
and his commitment to de- 
fending the holy shrines of 
Jerusalem. 

The late King played a 
major role in rallying pan- 
Arab ranks in the face of 
Zionist expansion in Pales- 
tine and set the cornerstone 
for a modern democratic 
Kingdom by creating the 
first Legislative Council in 
Transjordan in 1929. 

The King's efforts were 
instrumental in helping the 
Arabs to fend off dangers 
posed to Syria, Lebanon, 
Palestine and Iraq by the 
Zionist and western 
alliance during the earlier 
tpart of this century. 

The late King also played 
a key role in the liberation 
movements that began in 
the early 20th century and 
in the Arab political arena, 
taking part in the creation 
of the Arab League in 
Cairo and in all pan-Arab 
and international confer- 
ences related to the Arab 
and Islamic countries. 

In the 1948 Arab-IsraeK 
war. King Abdullah led 


Mm 




Arab armies in the struggle 
against Israeli forces to 
save Palestinian land from 
occupation. 

The King's endeavours 
were motivated by his com- 
mitment to the principles of 
the Great Arab Revolt led 
by Sharif Hussein who 


waged a war of liberation 
.against Ottoman rule in 
1916 and Jed the Arabs 
towards unity and inde- 
pendence. 

Under King Abdallah, 
Jordan witnessed an era of 
stability, security and de- 
velopment. 


By Rana Hussemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Zarqa police 
Tuesday announced the 
arrests, over a three-week 
period, of 25 members of 
nve gangs in connection 
with several thefts in diffe- 
rent parts of the Kingdom, 
according to Brigadier 
Abdul Kader Oran, direc- 
tor of the Zarqa Police 
Department. 

Brig. Oran said the latest 
arrest took place in July 9, 
when police apprehended 
three persons, aged 30-35, 
suspected of stealing more 
than 10 bus shipments 

worth of commercial 
goods. 

He said the suspects 
allegedly sold the goods in 
urban areas. Seven of the 
buses were burglarised in 
Zarqa and three in Am- 
man. 

"’Our units became suspi- 
cious of a taxi transporting 
two passengers at 3 a.m., 
and pulled them over,” he 
said. 

After searching t’ c car, 
he said, police fotii.d boxes 
which they believe were 
part of the reported goods 
stofen from one of the 
buses. He said police also 
found several keys with one 
of the passengers. 

Brig. Oran said the au- 
thorities also arrested eight 
members of a gang sus- 
pected of 18 burglaries in 
Amman and three others in 


fern 


o 


Seized items from various burglaries are put on display al the 


Zarqa Police Department for identification and retrieval 


by owners 

Zarqa, and setting fire to 
some of the burglarised 
homes. He said the esti- 
mated value of cash and 
items stolen in these burg- 
laries was more than JD 
250,000. 

According to Brig. Oran, 
a police patrol pulled over 
a male driver. 

The suspect was not car- 
rying a driver's licence, he 
said. 

“The man had a previous 
record, and after investiga- 
tions he confessed to the 
crimes and informed us ab- 
out the rest of the gang 
members,’' said Brig. 
Oran. 

In another incident said 
Brig. Oran, Zarqa police 
received a call from indi- 


viduals informing them that 
persons were trying to sell 
two ancient mosaics in Zar- 
qa. The sale of antiquities 
is a crime in Jordan. 

A police search ended in 
a dawn raid on an apart- 
ment in Zarqa, and the 
arrest of seven suspects, 
said the official 
Another case involved 
two individuals in their 
mid-30s suspected of steal- 
ing 12 Mercedes Benz vehi- 
cles, he said. 

The suspects would use 
the cars until they ran out 
of gasoline then discarded 
them, said the Brigadiers. 

On June 29, police re- 
ceived a missing car report, 
he said. Zarqa law enforce- 
ment officials found the car 


parked in the Hashimieh 
area with a male standing 
near the car. said Brig.- 
Oran. 

“Our investigators 
arrested the suspect, who 
confessed to the other 
thefts,” the official said. 

Zarqa police also 
apprehended three gang 
members suspected of sell- 
ing smuggled television sets 
from the free zone, he said, 
adding that officials reco- 
vered 77 sets. 

According to Brig. Oran, 
all the suspects arrested 
confessed and reenacted 
the crimes. He added that 
most suspects had previous 
records and were unem- 
ployed. He did not identify 
any of the suspects, but 


said most of them resided 
in Zarqa, or came from 
Amman to Zarqa to work. 

The official said the sus- 
pects had sold some of the 
stolen items, and the au- 
thorities collected what re- 
mained so that the burglary 
victims can report to the 
Zarqa Police Department 
to identify and retrieve 
their belongings. 

Brig. Oran said he was 
dissatisfied with the way 
the court deals with sus- 
pects. 

“Unfortunately most 
people we arrest are back 
on the streets because they 
get the minimum penalty 
and they are set free to 
steal or to hurt innocent 
citizens," Brig. Oran said. 


Electricity. Government expected to decide on 
asks fo? Y cellular telephone network tender 
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TO HEALTH: Her Royal Highness Princess Basma and a attend ceremonies for the inauguration of a health clinic, 
targe audience at Wasaeh village in Madaba district Tuesday established by the lions Qnb of Amman (Petra photo) 


rescheduling 

IRBID (Petra) — The Irbid 
District Electricity Company 

O Tuesday requested 
e government help 
ease the company's financial 
burdens by rescheduling in- 
terest on loans taken earlier 
for expansion projects in the 
govemorate. 

Abdul Raouf Sheikh, the 
company director general, 
made the request to Minister 
of Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Talal Ureiqat during 
th minister’s visit to the re- 
gion to review energy-related 
issues. 

Mr. Sheikh -also suggested 
that the government approve 
a new tariff on electric power 
consumption charges and 
that the company be allowed 
to set up a power station at 
Sabba in the Mafraq area and 
at Ishtafeina in the Irbid re- 
gion to expand its operations. 


By Issam Q adamani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In the next two 
weeks, the government is ex- 
pected to take a final derision 
on awarding a tender to a 
local firm to install and oper- 
ate a multi-million dollar 
cellular telephone network in 
the Kingdom. 

Minister of Post and Com- 
munications Has hem Dabbas 
told the Jordan Times Tues- 
day that the ministry has re- 
ferred the project to the 
Cabinet which upon approv- 
ing it will arrange forjmmedi- 
ate implementation. 

The Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC) has com- 
pleted preliminary measures 
linked to the tender and has 
recommended a firm which 
has offered the best bid to 
carry out the project, said 
Dr. Dabbas. 

According to the minister, 
who declined to give the 
name of the firm, the project 
was expected to cost between 


S45 and $50 million. 

In April, the TCC 
announced that it had- 
accepted bids for a licence to 
install and operate a cellular 
telephone network. The TCC 
said in its April announce- 
ment that it had accepted a 
bid from a Jordanian firm in 
partnership with the U.S. 
company. Motorola, which is 
on the Arab League's boycott 
list. 

Motorola, whose local 
partners include the Housing 
Bank, the Arab Banking 
Corporation, the Union 
Bank, for Investments and 
the Mid Investment Bank 
came first in the bids received 
in April. 

The Wireless cellular tele- 
phone enables subscribers to 
make local and international 
calls from anywhere in the 
country. 

According to TCC sources 
the project would cost the 
government nothing. 

Instead, the service com- 


pany is required to pay a 
licence fee of JD 7 million to 
the TCC, plus compensation 
for scrapping the existing 
mobile telephone system and 
a minimum 20 "per cent 
annual royalty to the state- 
owned TCC. 

According to the sources, 
the project would be carried 
out in two stages: The first in 
the Amman, Zarqa, Madaba 
and Salt areas and the second 
in the rest of towns and vil- 
lages and at the industrial 
estates. 

The tender for the project, 
which is expected to be oper- 
ational within a year, was 
open only to Jordanian com- 
panies according to law, but 
it required local firms to be 
associated with foreign com- 
panies with proven experi- 
ence in the field. 

The sources said seven loc- 
al firms sent in bids for the 
project, but they declined to 
give the name of the com- 
pany that has been selected. 


Excavations resume in Irbid Workshop finalises documents for Cairo conference 
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IRBID (Petra).— A team 
from the Institute of 
Archaeology and anthropolo- 
gy at Yarmouk University 
and the Department of Anti- 
quities has resumed excava- 
tions at the Baseilah area 
northeast of Irbid. 

According to Zeidun 
Muheisen, the institute direc- 
tor and supervisor of the 
.work, the team seeks to un- 
earth residential quarters. 


graveyards and other remains 
close to several churches 
which were discovered in the 
area in previous excavation 
seasons. 

The team recently disco- 
vered tombs carved from the 
rock and several graves, all 
dating back to the Roman 
and Byzantine eras, said Dr. 
Mnheiseo. 

In the earlier seasons, the 
excavators unearthed a huge 


building surrounded by smal- 
ler chambers, and halls sur- 
rounded by walls and large 
squares, probably used as an 
industrial centre, he added. 

In addition, excavators in 
past seasons unearthed re- 
sidential quarters in a settle- 
ment dating back to the 
Umayyad and Mamluke eras 
identified through the numer- 
ous pieces of pottery and 
coins found on the site. 


Princess Basma urges courage in addressing population issues 


King congratulates Germany, Colombia 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ms Majesty King 
Hussein Tuesday sent a cable to the 
President of Colombia congratulating him 
on his country's National Day. King Hus- 
sein also sent a cable to Roman 'Hertzog, 
congratulating him on his election as presi- 
dent of the Federal Republic of Germany. 
The King wished him continued good 
health and happiness and the German 
people further progress and prosperity. 

King receives cables of support 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King 
Hussein Tuesday received two cables from 
Vice President of the Federation of Jorda- 
nian Chambers of Industry and Trade 
Haidar Murad and President of the Jorda- 
nian Truck Owners Association Moham- 
mad Abu Hasweh. In tfeeir cables, Mr. 
Murad and Mr. Abu Hasweh expressed 
their lull support for the contents of the 
King’s speech early last week on the 
establishment of a just, comprehensive 
and durable peace which the future gen- 
erations will accept. Mr. Murad and Mr. 
Aba Hasweh also voiced their two federa- 
tions' allegiance to the King. 

. Envoy visits Mitterrand in hospital 

PARIS (Petra) — Upon the directives of 
His Majesty King Hussein, Jordan's 
Ambassador to France Mu’tasem* BDbeisi 
Tuesday visited French President Francois 
Mitterrand at a Paris hospital where the 
French leader underwent prostate surgery. 


Mr. Bilbeisi conveyed to Mr. Mitterrand 
the King’s best wishes for a speedy recov- 
ery. 

School performance symposium scheduled 

.AMMAN (Petra) — A Jour-day regional 
symposium on monitoring and evaluating 
of school performance will be held, here 
Saturday July 23 to discuss Jordan’s ex- 
perience in this arena. The symposium is 
being organised by the National Centre for 
Educational Research and Development 
in cooperation with the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the Un- 
ited Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). Tak- 
ing part in the symposium will be repre- 
sentatives of Sudan, Tunisia, Lebanon, 
Oman, Syria, Iran, Turkey, Palestine, in 
addition to representatives of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), the Minis- 
try of Education and the Armed Forces 
Education Department. The symposium 
seeks, among other things, to enhance 
national capacities in die area of monitor- 
ing and evaluating school performance. 

CDD responds to five blazes 

IRBID (Petra) — Fire-fighting teams from 
the Civil Defence Department (CDD) 
here extinguished five blazes which broke 
out Monday in various parts of the gov- 
emorate. according to Director of the 
Irbid Civil Defence ’ Department Fathi 
Najib Saud. Col. Saud said CDD fire- 
fighting teams extinguished a fire in Kufr 
Kefie in Kura district. 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The two-day 
workshop on population poli- 
cy Tuesday ended by finalis- 
ing the five documents pre- 
sented by the National 
Population Committee 
(NPC) stressing the import- 
ance of Jordanian women's, 
role in economic activities, 
the importance of birth spac- 
ing and creating' a balance 
between the population and 
available resources. 

"It is time we set our 
priorities and provide solo- 
tionf to our population prob- 
lems and we need to be more 
courageous in discussing our 
problems to serve our future 
generations," Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma 
said during the closing cere- 
mony held at Amra Hotel. 

Addressing representatives 
of various concerned govern- 
ment departments, private 
institutions, universities and 


voluneer groups. Princess 
Basina, who chaired the 
meeting, said she hoped that 
all concerned authorities will 
coordinate and work together 
on the issue to avoid wasted 
efforts in the future. 

According to Minister of 
Labour Khalid Ghzawi head 
of the NPC, the documents to 
be presented at the meeting 
will be a strong and solid 
reference to be -used at the 
International Conference Qn 
Population and Development 
to be held in Cairo. 

Mr. Ghzawi said five docu- 
ments were discussed in the 
gathering, and participants 
came up with recommenda- 
tins to be adopted for the 
futurfe, as well as presented 
the Jordanian documents to 
the Cairo meeting next 
month. 

In describing the first docu- 
ment on Jordanian women 
and development, he said 
“women's role in the society 
is still limited, and we need to 


improve the working condi- 
tions and opportunities for 
women to enable them to 
actively participate in the 
society." 

As for the second docu- 
ment, on epidemics and de- 
mography, participants called 
for concentrating on 
epidemics and the need for 
their early detection because, 
they said, it is much less 
expensive to detect the dis- 
ease than to cure it since 
Jordan has a high birth rate 
which will make it difficult in 
the future to control such 
diseases, the minister said. 

The meeting also recom- 
mended cooperation with in- 
ternational organisations to 
prevent epidemic diseases in 
the Kingdom, and that pri- 
vate medical centres report to 
the Ministry of Health if a 
potential epidemic is de- 
tected. 

On the third document, on 
pregnancy- related deaths and 
diseases, the specialists called 


for a national pre-natal cen- 
tre and providing urban gov- 
ernmental clinics with adv- 
anced equipment, estab- 
lishing clinics to promote 
birth spacing, “and respect- 
ing parents' wishes to have as 
many children as they want." 

“We need to consider 
tradition, values and Islamic 
regulations that we follow 
and respect," said the labour 
minister. 

The fourth document was' 
on population, environment, 
energy and natural resources 
in Jordan. The participants 
suggested restructuring the 
population distribution to 
suit all areas in the Kingdom. 
In addition, participants 
stressed the need to use 
material that is environmen- 
tally safe and encourage 
people to use solar energy 
and educate them on energy 
conservation measures. 

The final document discus- 
sed the economic and social 
effects of birth spacing. Parti- 


cipants saw the NPC prog- 
ramme as very important and 
said it should be supported in 
order to conduct more re- 
search in birth spacing. 

According to NPC Secret- 
ary general Nabih Salameh. 
the documents will be pre- 
sented to the Council of 
Ministers for approval. 

In addition, he said, Jor- 
dan's participation in the 
Cairo conference is signifi- 
cant because "we will get a 
chance to look at other na- 
tion’s population problems 
and the way they solve 
them." 

“Since Jordan lacks finan- 
cial resources, we are unable 
to conduct all the projects we 
aim at, and hopefully we will 
obtain support from the con- 
ference organisers (U.N.).” 
Mr. Salameh said, 

Yesteray’s event was orga- 
nised by the NPC in coopera- 
tion with the European Un- 
ion (EU). 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


JERASH FESTIVAL 

* Concert by Al Fuheis group at the South Theatre at 20 JO 

PLAY 

6 Hay in Arabic fentitled “A Black Comedy" by Maid Al 
Qasas at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


* Exhibition of abstract oil paintings by Mahin Al Sarraf at 
OrfaB Art Gallery in Umm Utheina (Tel. 826932). 

* OU paintings exhibition by Su’ad Hflmi at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at Alia Art 
Gallery, Jabal Amman (Tel. 639350). 


Conference ends seeking NGO help 
in securing equal rights for women 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A two- 
day conference on women 
and their involvement in 
socio-economic development 
Tuesday ended with the par- 
ticipants calling on non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) to help secure a poli- 
tical decision from the gov- 
ernment guaranteeing equal 
opportunities for Jordanian 
women in all social, econo- 
mic and political fields. 

A statement at the end of 
the meeting, organised by the 
National Federation of Busi- 


Women’s Club (BPWC), cal- 
led on the NGOs to help set 
up an aid fund to benefit 
victims of broken homes and 
those suffering family prob- 
lems, divorces, poverty, and 
the loss of breadwinners be- 
cause of death, sickness or 
imprisonment. 

The conference, which was 
organised to mark the Inter- 
national Day of the Woman, 
the year of the Family and 
the elapse of 10 years since 
the BPWCs establishment of 
a counselling office for 


ness and Professional women, recommended that 


an integrated programme be 
worked out to promote the 
concept of democracy and 
train women to exercise such 
principles at home and in civil 
institutions. 

The participants appealed 
to the media to support 
women’s causes and to advo- 
cate the establishment of cen- 
tres for family counselling. 

The conference said that 
an awareness campaign 
should be launched to orient 
parents on sound and proper 
ways of raising a family. ‘ 
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Clinton does not rule 
out any option for Haiti 


MI AMI % Florida (AFP) — 
President Bill Qinton reiter- 
ated that he did not rule out a 
military intervention to force 
out Haiti's military leaders if 
sanctions against that country 
failed. 

‘•We've talked to other 
countries. We don’t rule any- 
thing out." Mr. Qinton said 
late Monday in Miami. 

"We have made it clear 
that people who are there 
usurping power are going to 
have to go,*' Mr. Clinton said 
referring to Haiti's military 
leaders. 

Talking to reporters before 
he boarded a flight to Maine. 
Mr. Qinton said "there’s no 
indecision" regarding U.S. 
policy towards Haiti. 

“We're proceeding to 
tighten the sanctions as we 
said we would," said Mr. 
Qinton. who backed state- 
ments made earlier by Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher to NBC Television 
from Israel, where he was 
trying to break an impasse in 
Israeli-Syrian peace negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Christopher said the 
United States might resort to 
a military invasion to remove 
the Haitian military which 
ousted President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide in 1991. 

“Clearly, nobody thinks 
the use of force is the most 
attractive option, but it may 
come to that," Mr. Christ- 
opher said. 

“It's a time for their illegal 


government to go. We ought 
to bend all of our efforts in 
that direction.'' he added. 

The United States is hop- 
ing that this pressure will be 
effective. At the same time, 
the president has deliberately 
kept the use-of-force option 
on the tabic.” Mr. Christ- 
opher said. 

Meanwhile, the State De- 
partment said it was seriously 
considering a proposal from 
U.N. Seretary General Bout- 
ros Ghali to send a 15.000- 
member multinational force 
to Haiti to keep the peace 
once democracy was res- 
tored. 

The U.N. chief declined to 
say whether they could be 
used to oust the military, but 
he called for a 5 . 000 -strong 
force to be deployed all at 
once to secure airports, ports 
and highways which may 
have to use “coercive means 
to fulfill its mandate.” 

A second contingent would 
follow to revamp the military 
and police in accordance with 
the Governors Island accord 
signed a year ago. 

"This two-phased 
approach has merit and is 
worth active consideration,” 
said State Department 
spokesman David Johnson. 

The proposal recommends 
that the first phase of the 
operation be carried out 
either by a multinational 
force or an inter-American 
force authorised by the U.N. 
Security Council. 


A Cable News Network- 
Tune magazine poll found 
that 75 per cent of Americans 
are opposed to a U.S. milit- 
ary intervention in Haiti, but 
that 51 per cent would favour 
the United States participat- 
ing in a multinational opera- 
tion. 

The Qinton administration 
has been under pressure from 
both Republican and Demo- 
cratic legislative leaders and 
U.S. allies not to push too 
quickly toward a military op- 
tion and instead give sanc- 
tions enough time to work. 

To that end. the U.S. 
embassy in the Dominican 
Republic announced Monday 
giving that country helicop- 
ters and military equipment 
worth some S15 million to use 
along its border with Haiti to 
enforce the embargo. 

“Mr. Qinton 's special en- 
voy to Haiti William Gray 
first announced the military 
aid in June amid reports that 
gasoline smugglers continue 
to pour over the border de- 
spite the trade ban. 

The military and their 
allies have generally been in- 
sulated from the embargo, 
but the sanctions have aggra- 
vated the country's grinding 
poverty sending tens of 
thousands of Haitians 
fleeing, most of them seeking 
U.S. shores. 

Clinton has had to rerise 
the U.S. policy of Haitian 
refugees several tides to keep 
up with the rising tide of 


asylum seekers and quell pro- 
tests from human rights 
groups and lawmakers. 

Currently, refugees picked 
up at sea are taken to one of 
several processing centres in 
the Caribbean where those 
who have grounds for politic- 
al asylum are giving tempor- 
ary safe haven in one of the 
centres. 

Only those who apply from 
Haiti will be considered for 
asylum in the United States. 

Haiti's interim Prime 
Minister Emile Jonassaint — 
not recognised by the inter- 
national community — has 
replaced two government 
ministers, officials said. 

Interior and National De- 
fence Minister Willio Noail- 
les was replaced Monday by 
retired General Carl Michel 
Nics, who held the same post 
under former Prime Minister 
Marc Barrin. 

Minister of Planning. Ex- 
ternal Cooperation and Pub- 
lic Administration Emma- 
nuel Ford was replaced by 
Andre Saint-Julien. 

Officials offered no ex- 
planation for the changes. 

Informed sources reported 
Monday that U.S. Senator 
Bill Richardson had met here 
with Haiti's top military com- 
mander, General Raoul Ced- 
ras. 

The reason for the meeting 
was not disclosed, but the 
Democratic Senator is consi- 
dered dose to U.S. President 
Bill Qinton. 


Japanese media sceptical of 
Murayama’s ‘caring’ politics 


TOKYO (AFP) — Major 
Japanese dailies Tuesday de- 
rided Japanese Premier 
Tomiichi Murayama's first 
policy speech for its lack of 
concrete measures to back his 
“caring” politides. 

“What does ‘politics that 
care about people” mean?" 
the Mainichi newspaper, one 
of Japan's three major 
dailies, asked in an editorial 
Tuesday. 

“It’s too abstract and 
sounds like nothing but a 
campaign slogan,” the daily 
said of Mr. Murayama's 
pledge to parliament on 
Monday to engage in politics 
that would ensure “hard- 
woking ordinary people" 
would be able to have “re- 
warding and anxiety-free 
lives." 

The conservative Yomiuri 
newspaper, which has the 


largest circulation in Japan, 
was evenmore critical of the 
prime minister’s “caring” 
line. 

“When such a highly emo- 
tional and substanceless 
statement is made by the 
nation's top leader, it is time 
to start worrying about the 
future of Japanese politics," 
it said. 

The reason for the anxiety 
was that Mr. Murayama's So- 
cial Democratic Party (SDP) 
had used “such honeyed 
words before in announcing 
policies that completely dis- 
regard the viability of mea- 
sures proposed or whether 
fiscal resources exist to fulfill 
them,” the Yomiuri editorial 
said. 

“We are deeply anxious 
that the Murayama adminis- 
tration may postpone pend- 
ing problems — however ur- 


gent or unavoidable they may 
be — on the pretext of ‘car- 
ing.” it added. 

Even the Asahi newspap- 
er, in the most sympathetic 
editorial of the three, com- 
plained about the lack of 
substance to Mr. Murayama's 
speech. 

while hailing Mr. 
Murayama's pledge to give 
priority to “hard-working 
ordinary people” rather than 
"the state or industry," the 
newspaper said he “should 
have offered specific policy 
proposals to the full extent” 
to back his promises. 

If he is to continue tax 
reduction and tackle welfare 
matters, he cannot avoid fac- 
ing the problem of raising 
revenue, but “he failed to 
convey his eagerness for im- 
plementing tax reforms” to 
secure necessary funds. 



Jupiter gets a ‘big black eye’ 

GREENBELT (R) — Two 
more huge chunks of a 
broken comet hurtled toward 
Jupiter Tuesday, setting the 
stage for a celestial light show 
that amateur astronomers 
may be able to see. 

The crashes of the ninth 
and 10th fragments of coract- 
Shoemaker Levy 9 were like- 
ly to be as powerful as two 
that landed Monday, the first 
of which nearly blinded a 
massive telescope in Hawaii 
and created a “black eye” on 
Jupiter larger than the planet 
Earth. 

The “black eye” consists of 
a dark nucleus surrounded by 
a circular riag, with an outer 
smudge visible in enhanced 
images taken by the orbiting 
Hubble space telescope, 
astronomer Heidi Hammel 
said at a news conference. 

The first hit Monday 
sparked an explosion that 
rose 1,367 miles (2,200 km) 
above the planet's surface, 
said Eugene Shoemaker, who 
discovered the comet along 
with his wife Carolyn and 
amateur astronomer David 
Levy. 

Mr. Shoemaker told repor- 
ters at Goddard Space Flight 

Centre in suburban Washing- 
ton that Tuesday’s comet 
fragment impacts have a 
good chance of showing up 
on amateur astronomers* 
telescopes. 

“I think there’s a good 
chance for amateurs with 
eight inch (20 cm) telescopes 
or larger to see something " 

Mr. Shoemaker said. 

Credible amateurs have 
already reported seeing a 
flash at the time of impact, he 
said. 

The first fragment that 
landed Monday may have 
been 2.1 miles (3-5 km) in 
diametre, he said, more than 
three times larger than any 
earlier fragment to hit the 
planet. A second fragment 
hit later Monday but has not 
yet been fully analysed. 

Japanese astronomer Kaz 
Sekiguchi who watch 3d die 
second hit Monday from the 
South African observatory at 
Sutherland told Reuters the 
impact created an explosion 
brighter than the planet's two 


TMs image r eleas ed from the Hobble apace telescope shows 
tbe impact aooe oo Jupiter of fts pnmt G from comet 
Shoemaker-Levy 9. Fr agment G was tbe b ri gh t est an d tflkefy 
tbe largest of tbe 21 fragments from Shoemaker-Levy 9 
which broke up during a cfcwe iwuu ge by Jnpter In July of 
1992 (AFP photo) 


nearest moons. 

Battling to get an image 
despite poor conditions 
caused by water vapour in tbe 
atmosphere high above tbe 
Karoo Desert, Mr. Sekiguchi 
monitored the eighth impact 
through an infra-red tele- 
scope while colleagues used 
an optical instrument in an 
adjacent dome at tbe Moun- 
tain Observatory. 

He said that the eighth 
fragment, dubbed H. 
appeared to have blasted 
deep into Jupiter’s atmos- 
phere pushing back an ex- 
ploding plume that reached 
hundreds of miles above the 
planet. 

Fragment H was the latest 
in a chain of 21 pieces of the 
Shoemaker-Levy comet ex- 
pected to hit the giant planet 
by Friday. 

Mr. Sekiguchi said the 
eighth blast lasted about 20 
minutes before fading from 
his screen. 

Three earlier chunks — 
fragments A, C and E — 
exploded in gaseous plumes 


of fire when they plunged 
through Jupiter's ammonia 
clouds. They have left three 
dark -coloured splotches on 
the giant planet's surface. 

The impact of a smaller 
fragment. D, is visible right 
outside tbe "big black eye” 
caused by fragment G, Mr. 
Hammel said. 

The eight fragments that 
have hit so for are part of a 
chain of 21 pieces of comet 
Shoemaker-Levy expected to 
blast Jupiter by Friday. The 
comet was torn to bits in 1992 
when it passed within Jupi- 
ter’s gravitational pull. 

A so-called “gang of four" 
will be clustered together late 
Wednesday and early Thurs- 
day and three of these im- 
pacts are expected to land 
very dose to each other on 
the planet's surface, each 
landing about 10 hours apart. 

Mr. Shoemaker stressed 
that as violent as the impacts 
appear, they are not strong 
enough to ignite Jupiter or to 
have any effect on life on 
Earth. 


Mitterrand 

‘perfectly 

well’, 
to leave 
clinic soon 

PARIS (R) — French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand was 
feeling “perfectly well” Tues- 
day after his second pros tate 
operation in two years and 
win leave hospital towards 
the end of the week, his 
doctors said. 

Professor Adi Steg, bead 
of the team of surgeons, told 
reporters the 77-year-old 
Socialist president sprat a 
co mf ortable night at Pam’ 
Cochin Hospital after surgery 
to remove an obstruction 
from his urinary tract. 

“He is reading the morning 
papers, and so be’s well. Tbe 
president’s state of health has 
not made him reduce his 
activity in the slightest nor 
dhmnghed his ability to cany 
out his official duties,” ProL 
Steg said. 

Prime Minister Edouard 
Bahadur will chair Wednes- 
day’s weekly cabinet meet- 
ing, normally the president’s 
prerogative, but there will be 
no formal transfer of power, 
officials said. 

Press commentators said 
Mr. Mitterrand’s operation, 
22 months after he first 
underwent prostate cancer 
surgery, was unlikely to have 
a political impact since there 
was no sign it would prevent 
him finishing his 14 years in 
office next May. 

Bat several noted that die 
president had talked a lot 
about death in recent weeks. 
Commenting on tbe demise 
of veteran North Korean dic- 
tator Kim D-Sung at 82, Mr. 
Mitterrand said in Naples on 
July 9: “There is an age to 
(fie. Anyone who approaches 
those shores would be wrong 
not to think about it.” 

Some French newspapers 
speculated that the operation 
might indicate the cancer had 
spread, contrary to his offi- 
cial medical bulletins. 



A Haitian worker unloads charcoal from a 
boat at tbe Cite Solid harbour in Port-Au- 
Prince while another carries sugar cane. De- 


spite rumours of a UJ. invasion, street com- 
merce continues along the waterfront (AFP 
photo) 


Italian government crisis eases 
on Berlusconi talks compromise 


ROME (R) — Italy’s Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi, 
engaged in a damage limits-' 
tion drive, spelled out ways 
Tuesday to amend a decree 
curbing powers of arrest that 
has brought his government 
to the brink of crisis. 

With the measure, branded 
by critics as a whitewash for 
corrupt politicians, set to face 
its first parliamentary test la- 
ter Tuesday, Mr. Berlusconi 
said any proposal that* im- 
proved the decree would be 
taken on board by his govern- 
ment. 

“For example, instead of 
distinguishing between va- 
rious categories of crimes, 
the distinction could be based 
on the sum of years a person 
could serve in jail for a par- 
ticular crime,” Mr. Berlusco- 
ni told Italian radio. 

“That, for example, could 
be a way.” he said.’ 

He said another possibility 
was to improve a suspect's 
recourse to appeal against 
preventive pre-trial custody. 

The remarks built on con- 
ciliatory statements in televi- 
sion interviews Monday night 
which newspapers saw as a 
sign that media tycoon Ber- 
lusconi bad backed down in 
the test of wills with an army 
of critics inside and outside 
his government. 

“Berlusconi yields, crisis 
averted,” La Starapa said. 

Until Monday night. Mr. 
Bertuscopi had defended the 
decree to the hilt, arguing it 
was a charter for civil liber- 
ties in a judicial system under 
which half the prison popula- 
tion of more than 50,000 is 


being held without trial. 

Financial markets, which 
plunged Monday as threats 
and insults flew around the 
government, recouped some 
of their losses Tuesday as 
tempers eased. 

Passed by the cabinet last 
Wednesday, the decree re- 
moves bribery, corruption 
and a string of other offences 
from the list of those for 
which a suspect can be re- 
manded in custody. 

It has brought a storm of 
protests from anti-graft and 
anti-mafia magistrates and 
isolated Mr. Berlusconi, 
brought to power on a wave 
of popular disgust with Italy's 
corrupt old guard, from the 
two main partners in his two- 
month -old coalition. 

Interior Minister Roberto 
Maroni of the federalist 
Northern League repeated 
Tuesday that the decree 
should be scrapped when it is 
debated in the afternoon by 
the Constitutional Affairs 
Commission of the Chamber 
of Deputies. 

“Let's cancel out this de-. 
cree. let's block the effect it is 
having. Then we can sit down 
and talk about it," Mr. Maro- 
ni said. 

But he did not repeat pre- 
vious threats to quit. 

The 51-member commis- 
sion must recommend to the. 
full 630-seat Assembly 
whether the decree is consti- 
tutionally valid. 

Mr. Berlusconi, who chal- 
lenged Mr. Maroni Sunday to 
resign or retract allegations 
that he had been tricked into 
backing the decree, said he 


believed the future of his 
government was not at risk 
and die Maroni row could be 
cleared up. 

Mr. Berlusconi's spokes- 
man Antonio Tajani, speak- 
ing in Strasbourg, told Italian 
reporters: “There will not be 
a government crisis because 
common sense will prevail." 

The furore over’ the de- 
cree, which has force of law 
for 60 days pending par- 
liamentary acceptance or re- 
jection. is the first serious test 
of Mr. Berlusconi’s ideologi- 
cally divided coalition's abil- 
ity to strike a deal on conten- 
tious issues. 

The League, which has the 
largest number of deputies in 
Mr. Berlusconi's alliance, has 
blasted the decree as an 
attempt to restore a political 
old guard buried by Italy's 
two-year tangentopoli 
(bribesville) scandal. 

The neo-fascist National 
Alliance has also hammered 
the decree, arguing that cor- 
ruption and bribery should be 
restored as offences for which 
suspects can be preventively 
detained. 

Apart from its restriction 
on pre-trial custody, the de- 
cree would make it illegal for 
journalists to report before a 
suspect has been charged that 
he is under investigation. 

Leaks of formal notices of 
investigation, known in Ita- 
lian as an “awiso di garan- 
zia”, have been a key weapon 
in tbe assault by Milan’s pool 
of “clean hands” anti-graft 
magistrates on corruption in 
the upper reaches of politics. 


Kuchma sworn in; will look to 
Russia to save Ukraine’s economy 


KIEV (AFP) — Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kuchma 
was sworn into office Tues- 
day and vowed to look to 
Russia for help in rebuilding 
Ukraine's shattered economy 
to avert “economic catas- 
trophe.” 

In a 110-minute inaugural 
address to some 800 foreign 
and Ukrainian dignitaries. 
Mr. Kuchma also pledged to 
adhere to all previously- 
concluded international 
accords and commitments, 
but said he would change 
foreign policy. 

"The period of romantic- 
ism linked to building the. 
state is over.” said 55-year- 
old Kuchma, following the 
inaugural ceremony held at 
the parliament in the pre- 
sence of Ukrainian politi- 
cians. foreign ambassadors 
and. other dignitaries. 

“Self-isolation from the 
CIS is a serious mistake.” he 
said, referring to the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States, the association of 
countries conceived as a 
loose successor to the Soviet 
Union. 

Kiev joined the CIS. but 


has not joined several key 
agreements, including the 
collective defence treaty. 

“We must not only be part 
of the CIS but must take part 
in setting the rules of the 
game and in that w*ay protea 
our interests." Mr. Kuchma 
said. 

He read from a prepared 
text in Ukrainian despite his 
own admission that he speaks 
the language poorly. He has 
vowed to elevate Russian to 
the status of an “official” 
language while retaining 
Ukrainian as the "state” ton- 
gue. 

Mr. Kuchma's predeces- 
sor, Leonid Kravchuk, relied 
heavily on support from 
hardline nationalists strongly 
opposed to closer ties with 
Russia or to the CIS which 
Russia dominates. 

Mr. Kuchma however cam- 
paigned on promises to 
strengthen Ukraine's eco- 
nomy by resurreaing links 
with Russia that were built 
over seven decades under the 
Soviet system and Tuesday 
made dear he would follow 
through on that pledge. 

One of his first goals after 


taking office, he said, would 
be to negotiate a wide- 
ranging economic treaty 
with Russia. 

He gave no details on this, 
but in a television interview 
Sunday Mr. Kuchma dted 
possible creation of a joint 
Russian-Ukrainian trade 
bank, an integrated banking 
system, and removal of res- 
trictions on industrial trade. 

“I can't promise you that 
all of our problems' will be 
gone tomorrow. Ukraine is 
on the edge of an economic 
catastrophe and to avoid this 
we will have to take hard and 
unpopular dedsions.” Mr. 
Kuchma stated. 

He did not sperifically 
address Ukraine's promises 
to get rid of all the nuclear 
weapons on its territory and 
to accede to the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

But he did promise to 
abide by all earlier accords 
and in the television inter- 
view Sunday Mr. Kuchma 
made clear that he was talk- 
ing about nuclear disarma- 
ment. saying the sooner 
weapons were out of Ukraine 
the better. 


CIA chief admits mismanagement in Ames case 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Centra! Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) director, James 
Woolsey, said convicted spy 
Aldrich Ames was a 
“warped, murdering traitor," 
but admitted that misman- 
agement had foiled to root 
him out in time. 

Appropriate (investiga- 
tive) resources were not dedi- 
cated promptly in the Ames 
case," Mr. Woolsey told the 
Washington-based Centre for 
Strategic and International 
Security. 

He said he would imple- 
ment a series of reforms, 
including more thorough 
screening systems for CIA 
employees, to prevent the 
recurrence of such spy scan- 
dals. 

A 31-year CIA veteran and 
counterintelligence officer, 
Mr. Ames, 52, was arrested 
in February after spying for 
the former Soviet Union for 
more than 10 years. He was 
sentenced to life in prison in 
April. His wife, Rosario, who 


also pleaded guilty to com- 
mitting espionage, awaits 
sentencing. 

Mr. Ames' activities in- 
directly caused the death of 
several U.S. agents and is 
considered the worst spy case 
in U.S. history. 

Mr. Woolsey called Mr. 
Ames “a malignant betrayer 
of bis country.... a warped, 
murdering traitor" who was 
motivated by sheer greed. 

CIA officials suggested 
Mr. Woolsey’s comments 
were intended in part to 
preempt a series of upcoming 
media interviews in which 
Mr. Ames would criticise the 
agency. 

"Ames is now trying to 
reinvent himself.” Mr. 
Woolsey said. ‘T will admit to 
you that it’s not going to be 
easy for us to watch Ames’ 
efforts to orchestrate media 
coverage, especially if he’s 
successful." 

The CIA chief said the 
failure to uncover Ames 
emphasised tbe need for 


changing the agency's "atti- 
tudes, norms and practices," 
especially in the field of coun- 
terintelligence. 

Mr. Woolsey said that be- 
fore Mr. Ames was promoted 
to counterintelligence some 
of his colleagues in the Latin 
American division had raised 
questions about his “suitabil- 
ity and performance." but 
that such concerns were not 
shared outside the division. 

He also said suspicions of a 
Russian spy at the agency in 
tbe mid 1980s were not prop- 
erly investigated. 

A defective CIA culture, 
he added, encouraged “a 
sense of trust and camerader- 
ie” that bred arrogance in 
some employees. 

Mr. Woolsey said he has 
ordered the creation of an 
Office of Personnel Security 
to review CIA employees 
promoted to sensitive man- 
agement positions. 

Managers will be trained m 
counterintelligence and in 
spotting troubled employees. 


he added. 

The CIA chief said he 
would also restria access to 
sensitive information stored 
m computers, “including ac- 
cess to the names of agents 
and the details of collection 
operations." 

Mr. Woolsey also said that 
the United States did not 
practice industrial espionage 
but continued to monitor 
other countries for the prac- 
tice, saving U.S. Businesses 
billions of dollars every year. 

The CIA director sent 
shock waves through Europe 
during his Senate confirma- 
tion hearings m February 
when he proposed a study to 
determine whether the CIA 
should provide classified in- 
formation to U.S. companies 
to help them compete against 
foreign businesses. 

Mr. Woolsey said Monday 
that his remarks had been 
misinterpreted and that he 
had wanted simply to stress 
the difficulties the CIA had in 
dealing with the problem. 


On the wild side - 

PARIS (AFP) — A 43-year- 
old man set out Monday to’ 
break his own record for 
walkisg up and down stain 
leading to the Sacre-Coeor 
Cathedral in Montamartie— 
a gruelling 25-day hike covet- 
ing two million steps. Rene 
Beauvais, an amateur wal- 
ker, said be will trudge up 
and down non-stop every <W 
from 7:00 ajn. until mid. 
night. Two volunteers will be 
on hand to help, one of them 
to feed him vegetarian meals. 
Mr. Beauvais set his current 
record in 1991, cKmbing and 
descending for 11 days and 
covering a million steps. He 
calculates that the sew trek 
will cover two nnffion steps. 
Mr. Beauvais said bis drireis 
spiritual rather than athle tic. 
“Above all what motivates 
me is meditation, which I’ve 



Surgeon general’s 
son convicted of 
selling cocaine 

LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 
(AFP) — The son of top U.S. 
health official Joycelyn 
Elders was convicted Mon- 
day of selling cocaine to an, 
undercover agent. Kevu$ 
Elders, 28, is to be sentenced 
on Aug. 29. Tbe prosecutor 
said he would ask for 10 years 
in prison. Mr. Elders charged 
die July 29, 1993 drug deal 
was set up by someone who 
was threatening to expose his 
drug habit during his 
mother’s confirmation hear- 
ing for surgeon general unless 
he got the drags for him- The' 
judge ruled id a non-jurytrial 
however that Mr. Elders* 
failed to prove entrapment 
The police agent, Calvin 
Walraven, testified that he 
met Mr. Elders in 1990 and 
had used drags with him 
several times. Mr. Walraven 
turned police informant after 
being arrested on drug 
charges and told investigators 
Mr. Elders was one of Ids 
cocaine connections. He then 
tried to set up the deal for 
weeks before Mr. Elders 
finally agreed to obtain the 
drags for. him. Mr. Elders 
said his mother, who has 
suggested that legalising 
drugs could reduce crime, did 
not know the extent of his 
drug problem. 

Clothing designer 
of the ’90s shoots , 
to please * 

DERRY, N.H. (AP) — The 
1960s had tie dye. The 70s, 
leisure suits. The ’80s, power 
ties. The '90s, if Frank 
AUgeyer*s idea catches on, 
will have clothes riddled with 
bullet holes. Allgeyer shoots 
boles into clothing to his cus- 
tomers' specifications. They 
ran choose handgun holes, 
rifle, holes or machine gun 
holes. The price: $35 for 
trousers and jackets, $15 for 
T-shirts, certificates of au- 
thenticity included. Allgeyer, 
a 44-year-oW carpenter, calls 
himself an artist who “just 
wanted to see bow many 
other twisted people were out 
there like me.” The New 
Hampshire attorney general’s 
office has complained that 
Mr. Allgeyer is profiting 
from gang violence and that 
the idea is insensitive. “This 
is in no way meant to prom- 
ote violence, the gang lifes- 
tyle or macho militarism,” 
Mr. Allgeyer said. “It’s just a 
fashion statement. If you try 
to read anything into it,- 
you’re just dead wrong." Mr. 
Allgeyer began advertising 
about two weeks ago. He’s 
taken about 25 orders. 

Fair weather 
takes toll on 4 
Japanese fowl 

TOKYO (AP) — Chickens 
are dying by the thousands. 

A steel plant' has dosed 
down. For parts of Japan, 
this is the driest, hottest sum- 
mer in 20 years. Just a day 
after torrential rains poured 
down on the Tokyo area, 
stopping trains and flooding 
some houses. Tuesday's pre- 
diction for the hardest hit 
areas in the southwest was 
sunny skies. And for poultry, 
that means trouble. Over tbe 
past three weeks, 110,000 
dead chickens have been 
found on poultry forms in 
Tokushima, a prefecture 
(state) in the south that 6.4 
million of die fowl — nr 
about 5 per cent of die na- 
tion's total — call- bom®- 
"Birds don’t do well in the 
heat,” said Tosirio Inagi, * 
local government official* 
“But we’ve never seen as 
many as this die.” Then 
again, they also haven’t sees 
heat like this. Last week, the ^ 
mercury soared to 38.4 de- 
grees Celsius (109 F), til® 
highest since the Tokushima 
weather Bureau began keep- 
ing records in 
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NAIROBI (Agencies) — 
Rwanda’s new government, 
named by rebels who now 
control most of the country, 
was sworn in Tuesday in the 
Rwandan capital Kigali, the 
rebel Rwandan Patriotic 
Front (RPF) radio monitored 
here reported. 

Pasteur Bizimungu was 
sworn in as president nd 
Faustin Twagiramungu as the 
country's prime minister, 
according to the radio which 
carried a live broadcast of the 
ceremony in the national par- 
liament building. 

Mr. Bizimungu is a moder- 
ate Hutu named president by 
consensus at a meeting Sun- 
day of the Central Commit- 
tee of the mainly Tutsi RPF, 
which also confirmed Mr. 
Twagiramungu, another 
moderate Hutu, as the new 
prime minister. 

Mr. Bizimungu is to serve a 
five-year term along with 22 
ministers in the new national 
unity government. 

RPF military leader 
General Paul Kagame was 
present at the investiture, 
where the exchanged greet- 
ings with RPF Chairman Ale- 
xis Kenyaremgwe. 

Representatives from 
Uganda, including Prime 
Minister George Cosmas 
Adyebo, were among foreign 
guests at the ceremony, 
according to die radio moni- 
tored here by BBC. 

The RPF secured its militry 
victor against Hutu govern- 
ment forces Saturday when it 
seized the town of Gisenyi in 
the northwest, the last bas- 
tion of the old interim admi- 
nistration in Rwanda. 

On Sunday, the RPF Cen- 
tral Committee confirmed 


the two Hutu figures to the 
top two posts of its planned 
government of national unity 
in a bid to stem die massive 
flight of Hutu refugees fear- 
ing Tutsi revenge killings. 

France Tuesday recognised 
the RPF victory and said it 
would seek talks with the new 
Rwandan government on 
winding up the French milit- 
ary operation in the central 
African country before mid- 
August. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe said Paris would 
send a delegation to Kigali to 
organise the withdrawal of 
the 2,500 French troops in- 
volved in Operation Tur- 
quoise from the humanitarian 
safe area they have set up in 
Angola’s southwest 

Gen. Kagame said Monday 
the rebels control all of 
Rwanda except the French- 
held safety zone. 

Between 500,000 and a 
million people have been 
massacred after Rwanda slip- 
ped back into civil war on 
April 6 when Hutu President 
Juvenal Habyarimana killed 
in a suspected rocket attack 
on his plane. 

“A transitional govern- 
ment is now being assembled, 
we will be contacting it in 
order to arrange for Opera- 
tion Turquoise to be re- 
lieved," he said on French 
radio. 

"We will begin our with- 
drawal at the end of July and 
it should be completed by 
mid-August," in cooperation 
with the United Nations and 
the new Rwandan govern- 
ment, he added. 

Mr. Juppe said "the RPF 
seems to have won the war" 
and if there is a “legal gov- 


ernment in Rwanda, it must 
now reassure and protect its 
population." 

France began by saying its 
troops would be all out of 
Rwanda by the end of July 
when Operation Turquoise 
was launched on June 23, but 
as a mOlion-and-a-half re- 
fugees poured into its safe 
area, put back its withdrawal 
date. 

France was given a two- 
month mandate, running out 
on Aug. 21. for the Rwandan 
operation. 

Defence Minister Francois 
Leotard said last week the 
pullout would still begin at 
the end of July, with the 
withdrawal of a first group of 
the 300 soldiers, and that 
France had "no reason nor 
desire” to stay on in Rwanda. 

The French soldiers are 
due to be replaced by 5,500 
U.N. peacekeepers, most of 
them from African countries, 
but only a small part of the 
new UNIMAR force is ready 
to go, for lack of equipment, 
transport and logistics. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Juppe 
also said the French military 
mission in Rwanda had 
“achieved its objectives." 

. "We went there to protect 
the population," he said, 
“and in one month we have 
protected around one-and-a- 
half million people.” 

Mr. Juppe also hailed 
humanitarian organisations 
which he said were now pre- 
sent in all countries bordering 
Rwanda, as well as the “good 
mobilisation of our African 
partners” who, he said, 
“courageously sent dozens, 
even hundreds of men” to 
ther area. 


But he expressed “dis- 
appointment" over the 
“apathy of the big powers 
who seem to have shown 
indifference over the huma- 
nitarian situation” in Rwan- 
da. 

“French tried to set the 
example, it has done its 
duty,” he said. 

Ousted ministers 

flee safe zone 

France, anxious to prevent 
clashes in the Rwandan safe 
area, said Tuesday several 
fugitive ministers from the 
ousted Hutu government had 
left the protected zone for 
Zaire and none remained in 
the haven. 

A senior French army 
officer told Reuters after 
talks with the RPF early 
Tuesday that Paris was confi- 
dent the rebels would not try 
to enter the zone. 

French troops deployed 
there have pledged to refuse 
access to armed factions — 
both to prevent more ethnic 
violence and to shun Hutu 
leaders suspected of war 
crimes for the genocide which 
claimed 500,000 lives since 
April, chiefly minority Tut- 
sis. 

“Some half a dozen minis- 
ters and officials of the Hutu 
government entered the safe 
area yesterday but they went 
out straight away, travelling 
towards Bukavu (in Zaire),” 
the officer said. 

"We saw them come in. we 
reported their presence to the 
U.N. Peacekeeping Force. 
That’s all we can do. It is up 
to international law to decide 
what to do with them. It is 
the United Nations force 


which is allowed to arrest 
these people." 

The fugitives entered the 
safe haven at several points in 
the region of Kibuye in west- 
ern Rwanda and Karambo 
farther east. 

“As far as we know, there 
are no members of the for- 
mer government in our area 
now,” the officer said, adding 
that anyone found carrying 
weapons on entering the zone 
was being disarmed before 
being allowed to proceed. 

France has stressed it 
would not tolerate ousted 
leaders “continuing their 
activities” in the zone. The 
assurances were designed to 
discourage the RPF from car- 
rying out public threats to 
enter the haven in pursuit of 
rump government ministers. 

But the officer said that the 
new government currently 
being formed was showing 
“political maturity.” 

“This morning the new 
government was being very 
responsible. AH it asked was 
that France recognise its 
sovereignty over the safe 
zone even if it does not enter 
with weapons. We have no 
problem with that," the offic- 
er said. 

“I don’t think the RPF will 
enter the zone. I wouldn’t 
have said that 45 hours ago 
but now it's showing political 
maturity." 

Aid agencies in Goma, the 
main base for France's Op- 
eration Turquoise to which 
an estimated 1.5 million re- 
fugees have fled, have pre- 
dicted that hundreds will die 
within days unless massive 
amounts of aid are distri- 
buted. 
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Rwandan refugees scavenge cfotbes from some town of Goma while fleeing from the utlimate 
of the corpses of compatriots, who were Rwandan Petriotk Front offensive on the 
crushed to death in the eastern Zairean border offensive on the northwestern town of Gisenyi, 

Rwanda (AFP photo) 


Bosnian Serbs to announce decision on plan in Geneva 
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PALE, Bosnia-Henzegovina 
(Agencies) — The self- 
proclaimed Bosnian Serb 
parliament Tuessday took a 
final vote on an tntemation- 
. al peace plan for the war 
ravaged country but refused 
to make the derision public. 

Self-styled Information 
Minister Miroslav Toholj, 
waving the pink envelope in 
which the decision -was con- 
tained, told reporters its con- 
tents would be made public in 
Geneva before a meeting of 
the international contact 
group on Bosnia. 
p The contact group, of the 
European Union, Russia, 
United Nations and United 
States, is due to meet in 
Geneva Wednesday. 

"I am sorry that 1 cannot 
tel] you more about it (the 
Serb derision) and I thank 
you for your patience," Mr. 
Toholj said. 

The Serb parliament 
started talks on the contact 
group’s plan for settling the 
Bosnia conflict Monday. 

The meeting broke up in 
. the early hours of Tuesday 
morning and restarted in 
closed session mid-morning. 

On Monday a joint sitting 
in Sarajevo of the mainly 
Muslim Bosnian parliament 
and the Croat -Muslim Fed- 
eration assembly voted to 
accept the plan, under which 
the Bosnian federation takes 
control of the 51 per cent of 
the territory and the Serbs 
take 49 per cent. 

The Serbs currently control 
around 70 per cent of Bosnia- 
Heizegovina. 

A source close to the talks 
said the Serb answer was 
“midway" between outright 
acceptance and rejection of 
the peace plan, suggesting a 



Bosnian President Alya Izetbegovk (left) con- 
fers with Bosnian army General Rasim Delic 


during the Mudim-Croat parliament meeting. 
Mr. Izetbegovk told the assembly to agree to 
peace terms (AFP photo) 


number of changes to the 
constitutional structures of 
the stake and the layout of 
the territory. 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic told reporters 
as he arrived for the assembly 
session in Pale: “We have 
reached no derision but I 
hope we can accept it in some 
way." 

The United Slates, Russia, 
Britain, France and Germany 
have told the Bosnian rivals 
titey expect clear acceptance 
of the peace plan which di- 
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vides the former Yugoslav 
republic, roughly in half be- 
tween the factions. 

The Muslims and Croat 
backed government in 
Sarajevo voted Monday 
evening to accept the plan, 
largely because they expected 
the Serbs to reject it and thus 
take the blame for continuing 
the war. 

The SeTbs have been 
warned by the international 
community that if they do not 
accept the plan, they can 
expect tougher sanctions and 
punitive military measures. 

Penalties proposed for the 
Serbs include the extension 
and stricter enforcement of 
weapons exclusion zones in 
Bosnia, the tightening of eco- 
nomic sanctions against Ser- 
bia and the lifting of the U.N. 
arms embargo against 
Muslim-led government 
forces. 

The Bosnian Serbs debated 
the peace plan for more than 
eight hourts Monday evening 
and resumed their discussions 
behind closed doors Tuesday 
morning. 

Deputies had spoken 
against the plan, urging rejec- 
tion in vehement terms be- 
cause it would force the Serbs 
to give up too much territory- 
Mr. . Karadzic told them 
Monday they must be ready 
to fight on if they threw out 
■the peace plan. 


Sources close to the assem- 
bly said the deputies later 
considered a more moderate 
response to the proposal. 

Mr. Karadzic's remarks 
Tuesday appeared to indicate 
that instead of rejecting the 
plan flatly, the Serbs would 
offer a "yes” hedged with 
conditions. 

Bosnian Serb Vice- 
President Nikola Koljevic 
emerged during a break in 
Tuesday discussions and indi- 
cated debate was focusing on 
the details of a resolution. 

“The problem is that the 
Serbs are very sensitive to the 
language," he told reporters. 
“They would like to accept 
but not use the word accept. 
We are down to the fine 
detail of the wording.” 

Despite the use of the word 
"accept” by Mr. Karadzic 
and Mr. Koljevic, an uncon- 
ditional Serb acceptance of 
the peace place is not ex- 
pected by Western diplo- 
mats. 

Deputies in Pale, who 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity said the Serbs were in- 
terested in buying time and 
wanted to use the map of 
Bosnia drawn up by the inter- 
national mediators as a basis 
for further negotiation. 

The international 
mediators in the five-power 
“contact group" gave the fac- 
tions until Tuesday to come 
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Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic (cen- arrives for a session of the setf-prodauned 
ire) is accompanied by two bodyguards as he Bosnian Serb parliament in Pale to discuss the 

latest Bosnian peace plan (AFP photo) 


up with a definitive response 
and were expecting to meet 
the Bosnian rivals in Geneva 
Wednesday. 

A Muslim-Croat delega- 
tion left Sarajevo for Switzer- 
land on Tuesday, headed by 
Bosnian Vice-president Ejup 
Ganic, Prune Minister Hans 
Silajdzic and Kresimir 
Zubak, president of the 
Muslim-Croat federation. 

As the Serbs debated the 
peace plan, the United Na- 
tions reported continued 
Serb-Muslim fighting on 
Bonsia’s main battlefronts. 

Apart from artillery fire 
along front lines in north 
central Bosnia a U.N. 
spokesman said the Serbs de- 
liberately fired two mortar 
bombs at a Unired Nations 
aid warehouse in the town of 
Zavidoviri Monday. 

Russia said Tuesday it 
hoped the international 
peace plan would be accepted 
by all parties. 

"We hope a realistic and 
constructive approach will 
prevail and that the plan will 
be adopted by the parties,” a 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said. 

The ministry spokesman 
declined to say how Russia 
would react if the Bosnian 
Serbs rejected the plan. Rus- 
sia would wait for the Bos- 
nian Serbs' decision. 

“It would be incorrect to 
comment on the parties' posi- 
tions now,” he said. 

“But we do not exclude 
certain nuances in our re- 
sponse,” he said without ela- 
borating. 

France said Tuesday that 
Bosnian Serbs would be' 
choosing war if they rejected 
the international peace plan. 

“The president in Belgrade 
Slobodan Milosevic appears 
to have an ambiguous, fluid 
attitude,” French Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe, wno 
last week toured regional 
capitals with British counter- 
part Douglas Hurd, told 
Europe- 1 Radio. 

“I hope with all my hearr 
that in the hours to come the 
parliament in Pale does not 
choose war because that 
would be die prospect if the 
answer is “no". It is a ba- 
lanced plan,” he said. 


Police patrol Lagos 
after riots kill 20 


LAGOS (AFP) — Armed 
police were out on major 
Lagos streets Tuesday follow- 
ing clashes between pro- 
democracy marchers with 
police which according to the 
Nigerian opposition left 20 
people dead.' * 

The independent Nigeria 
Tribune meanwhile reported 
that in a similar riot Monday 
in Ibadan, capital of south- 
western Oya state, at least 
two persons died while scores 
of others were injured when 
demonstrators clashed with 
police. 

Workers in Ogun and 
Osun states, also in the 
south-west, began strike ac- 
tion Monday to press for the 
release from jail of Moshood 
Abiola, the presumed winner 
of Nigeria's annulled elec- 
tions in June last year, resi- 
dents m the city told AFP. 

The government has issued 


no confirmation of the death 
toll from Monday's riots 
here, but the Campaign for 
Democracy (CD), the 
umbrella organisation for ab- 
out 40 pro-democracy and 
human rights organisations, 
said that the figure was based 
•on field reports gathered 
from its members. 

Some of the victims were 
shot by police, the CD said. 

Independent sources and 
witnesses confirmed that they 
saw eight corpses on some 
Lagos roads at the end of the 
violence, which took mote 
than six hours for the police, 
armed with tear-gas, to bring 
under control. 

The demonstrators, in 
addition to demanding Mr. 
Abiola’s release, were pro- 
testing a fuel scarcity caused 
by a two-week strike by oil 
workers who are also press- 
ing for Mr. Abiola to be 
installed as president. 


Bangkok protesters demand 
release of Burma dissident 


BANGKOK (R) — A small 
group of protesters rallied 
outside the Burmese embassy 
here Tuesday demanding the 
release of Burma’s detained 
dissident leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi. 

The protesters, including 
10 Burmese students and four 
other foreigners, held up pla- 
cards and shouted slogans for 
20 minutes before dispersing. 
One Burmese student, identi- 
fied by his colleagues as 
Aung Khaing, was detained 
by police. 

“We are holding 'tim for 
questioning and to see 
whether he is carrying proper 
documents.” police ~ Lieute- 
nant Thawat Chai;isurang 
told reporters. 

Ken Kawasaki from Japan, 
his wife and an American 
couple began the protest by 
raising a banner reading: 
“Release Aung San Suu Kyi, 
release Burma." 

They were soon joined by 
the 10 dissident students car- 


rying banners and posters 
with similar messages. 

“Free Aung San Suu Kyi, 
democracy and human rights 
now,” the protesters 
shouted. 

"Aung San Suu Kyi com- 
pletes her fifth year in deten- 
tion today so the SLORC 
should comply with their own 
law and release her," Mr. 
Kawasaki said, using the gov- 
ernment's official title, the 
State Law and Order Res- 
toration Council. 

Mrs. Suu Kyi was detained 
on July 20, 1989. for 
"attempting to endanger the 
state." 

The. government originally 
said her house arrest could be 
increased annually up to a 
maximum of five years but a 
junta official announced in 
February that her first year of 
detention was actually an 
“arrest period" and she 
would not be released until 
1995 at the earliest. 


India, China fail to resolve border dispute 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Chinese Foreign Minister 
Qian Qichen wrapped up a 
visit to India Tuesday that 
failed to yield any progress in 
resolving the border dispute 
between the two Asian giants 
but may lead to increased 
trade. 

Mr. Qian, who left for 
Nepal, held talks with Prime 
Minister P-V. Narasimha 
Rao, Commerce Minister 
Pranab Mukheijee and other 
Indian leaders during his 
three-day stay in Delhi. 

But Indian and Chinese 
officials said the meetings 
had failed to break any new 
ground in resolving the long- 
run ning dispute over the de- 
marcation of the 4,000- 
kilometre (2,500 mile) Sino- 


Indian border. 

Mr. Qian, at a press con- 
ference Monday, indicated 
that he and Mr. Rao had 
basically “agreed to dis- 
agree” and that a settlement 
of the dispute would remain 
in the hands of a group of 
experts who meet regularly to 
discuss the question. 

“Two mature nations 
should not expect any over- 
night solutions,” he said. 

India and China have con- 
flicting claims to 128,000 
square kilometres (51,200 
square miles) of desolate 
Himalayan territory and 
fought a brief but bloody 
border war in 1962, resulting 
in a 14-year freeze in di- 
plomatic relations. 

Mr. Qian, while dashing 


any slim hopes there may 
have been of a breakthrough 
on the thorny -issue of de- 
marcation, held out hope that 
the experts' talks on troop 
reductions ’’will soon yield 
concrete results." 

India has an estimated 
60,000 troops along its fron- 
tier with China while the 
People's Liberation Army 
(PL A) deployment in the 
sparsely inhabited area is be- 
lieved to be much larger. 

The talks on demarcation 
and troop reductions have 
gained momentum following 
Mr. Rao’s September 1993 
visit to Beijing, where he 
signed an agreement on 
maintaining peace and tran- 
quility along the border. 

As a result of the improved 


climate between the nations, 
Indian army chief Bipan 
Chandra Joshi was preparing 
to leave for Beijing Wednes- 
day for the first ever visit to 
China by an Indian army 
chief. j 

Defence Ministry sources 
said that General Joshi, dur- 
ing his week-long visit, would 
attempt to establish high- 
level military communicanon 
channels aimed al averting 
hostilities along the frontier. 

Gen. Joshi is visiting Beij- 
ing at the invitation of his 
Chinese counterpan. Xi Hui, 
who came to New Delhi in 
December and is the highest- 
ranking Chinese military offi- 
cial to visit India since the 
1962 conflict. 


Haensch elected president of Euro- Parliament 


STRASBOURG (AFP) — 
The European Parliament 
Tuesday elected as its new 
president Social Democrat 
Klaus Haensch who warned 
that parliamentary approval 
of the European Commission 
chief could not be taken for 
granted. 

Speaking to German radio 
moments before his election, 
Mr. Haensch cast doubt on 
the confirmation Thursday of 
Luxembourg's Prime Minis- 
ter Jacques Santer as presi- 
dent of the European Com- 
mission by saying it was not a 
“given’’ that the new en- 
larged assembly would 
approve the nomination. 

This will be the first time 
members of European Parlia- 
ment (MEPs) exercise their 
powers, accorded them by 
the Maastricht Treaty, to 
confirm nominations to the 
European Commission. Mr. 
Santer is due to sucoeed Jac- 
ques Dclors whose mandate 
runs out in January. 

The 55-year-old MET »*■» 
the parliament’s Socialist 
grouping replaces Egon 
Klepsch as president of the 


parliament. He ran against 
French deputy Yves Gallaud 
of the Liberal, Democratic 
and Reformist group. 

The election, which he won 
by 365 votes against 87, was 
held at the opening session of 
parliament elected in Euro- 
pean elections last June. 

Mr. Haensch an MEP since 
1979 and vice-president in the 
previous parliament, was 
elected in the first round. 

The^ European Socialist 
group is the largest group in 
the new parliament with 19S 
seats out of 567, ahead of the 
Christian Democrat group 
which has 157. 

As part of an understand- 
ing with the Christian Demo- 
crats which permitted his 
election with their backing. 
Mr. Haensch will hand over 
his presidency halfway 
through the five-year par- 
liamentary term. 

In the previous parliament 
Enrique Baron Crespo 
(European Socialist) handed 
over to Egon Klepsch 
(Christian Democrat), in 
which the Socialist group 
held 198 and the Christian 


Democrts 162 out of 518 
seats. 

Other groups in the Euro- 
pean parliament protested 
against this arrangement. 
The European Democrats 
which has 26 seats, said Tues- 
day tht it had not voted for 
Mr. Haensch because the 
election "should not be the 

exclusive affair of two 

groups.” 

The European Greens with 
23 seats called the agreement 
a “sad political reality," 

French Deputy Jean Marie 
Le Pen, leder of France’s 
extremist National Front, 
protested that the president 
was elected "outside the rules 
of normal competition in a 
democratic assembly,” and 
that the right-wing Christian 
Democrats had helped to 
elect a Socialist president. 

The election of the new 
president was the first act of 
the new parliament which has 
57.3 per cent new MEPs (325 
out of 547) including British 
tycoon Sir James Goldsmith. 
French businessman Bernard 
Tapaie and Greek singer 
Nane Mouskouri. 


Other groups, apart from 
the main Socialist and Christ- 
ian Democrat groups, include 
the Liberal Democrats with 
43 seals, the Unified Euro- 
pean Left group with 28. 
Forza Europe with 27, Euro- 
pean Democrats with 26, the 
Europe of Nations group led 
by French deputy Philippe de 
Villiers with 19, and 27 other 
non-attached deputies. 

Forza Europa is a new 
grouping made up entirely of 
the Forza Iralia deputies be- 
longing to Italian Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi's 
party, neo-fascist Italian 
MEPs joined the non- 
attached deputies and re- 
fused to join a grouping with 
Le Pen. 

To form a grouping re- 
quires 26 MEPs from one 
members country, 21 from 
two member countries, 16 
from three members coun- 
tries and 13 from four or 
more members countries. 

A quarter of MEPs (144) 
are women, compared to 21 
per cent in the previous par- 
liament. 
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for Dead 


JORDAN WILL today be host to another 
important event in the history of the region: 
iiie trilateral commission that was set np in 
Washington last October will have its first 
meeting at the ministerial level on the Jorda- 
nian side of the Dead Sea. Bat the meeting, 
L*eyond its historical and symbolic signifi- 
cance, should serve as a useful political tool 
to advance the peace process, if the encoun- 
ter has to be successful as well. 

How might that be achieved, given the fact 
£hat the benefits each party will derive from 
it are not equal or, worse, are mutually 
exclusive? 

There may be no easy answer to a question 
Hike this, since it is not easy for ns Jor danians 
>'o determine for either the Americans or the 
,'sraeSis what they stand to win or lose from 
any particular situation or activity. At best 
v/e can answer only for ourselves. 

The Dead Sea meeting has to be felt and 
sseas by the Jordanian pnblic, rather than 
iireing another dramatic gesture requested by 
nhe U.S. towards Israel, as a real step 
Awards addressing Jordanian and Arab 
Tights. In other words, the meeting has to 
produce a promise, or an indication at least 
'hat the outcome of the negotiations process 
y/ill not prejudice those rights which our 
people strongly feel are theirs. The Israelis, 
particularly Foreign Minister S him on Peres, 
~nd the Americans, particularly Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, know what those 
rights are; and they are in a position to know 
also that neither the Jordanians nor the rest 
)f the Arabs will accept peace at any price. 

There will be more ways than one to 
reassure our public, if indeed the goal is to 
convince us of the viability of the most recent 
peace effort. We will have to leave it to the 
politicians to say what might be needed to 
^aake the meeting a positive step on the road 

a just and lasting settlement, and we trust 
Ifcst the prune minister, Dr. Mqjah, will be a 
true representative of what the Jordanians at 
large feel and aspire to. Beyond that, we 
expect the three gentlemen to do everything 
passible today to make Monday’s summit 
between the leaders of Jordan, Israel and the 
U.S. what it should be: a milestone on the 
road to an historic Arab-IsraeK reconcilia- 
12013 , but also a turning point in addressing 
>.s-ises that have divided us for decades. 

Progress as well as history were made in 
*Yadi Araba over the past two days. But 
THuch more needs to be done. We would want 
:o trust that the rest of the <( Jordan-Israel 
week'’ will give the most confidence and 
hope. 

PRESS COMMENTARIES 


-.L 3A’I daily said Tuesday that Israel should realise that 
ordan is seeking genuine peace, and not at any price but a 
■•■.".ice that would guarantee national rights to water and 
Referring to the ongoing talks at Wadi Araba, the 
said it was strange to see the head of the Israeli 
tegaiton avoiding a question by a reporter about Israel's 
•ccupation of Jordanian territory as this casts doubts on 
srod’s real intentions. The paper stressed that Israel 
>houJd openly admit that the talks will lead to the return of 
all the occupied Arab lands in the Wadi Araba region and 
should recognise the British mandate demarcation of the 
v >orders carried out in 1928, in implemention of the topics 
on the common Jotdanian-Israeli agenda. We were happy 
hear the head of the Jordanian delegation announce at 
‘he end of the first day of talks that the negotiations were 
’“-'tive, but, said the paper, it remains to be seen whether 

• c! ; ? v.-il! implement an agreement to be reached by 
■ :»■■:» tides in their current negotiations. 

• H-VT HAPPENED as a result of the Oslo and Cairo 
: 2 rccmcnts was a major event in the history of the Middle 
.last region in general and the Palestine territories in 
particular, said Usama Shasha'a, a columnist in A1 Ra*i 
daily T uesday . The writer said that once the Israelis and the 
Palestinians extend autonomy rule to the rest of the 
/■ecu pied Palestinian lands, prior to the establishment of a 
Palestine state, and once the Jordanians have regained 
their lost water and territory and demarcated the borders 
•nth Israel, peace would at last prevail. But, said the 
-.niter, peace would create a vacuum in the minds of the 
*>rab people in this region who. he said, would turn their 
'.ten tion to finding jobs, homes and food and could resort 

• -.ay means to achieve their goals, reflecting on the 

: iLm.tiun in Russia in the post-cold war era, the 
.v.i • ;’ r.t the Russian society is beset with crime, 
.< .-:r!'?yricni and abject poverty although the people are 
■hi that there is no prospect for war with the West. The 
••Titer said that peace ought to bring with it satisfaction to 
i * people who cannot Ijve in poverty and reject peace that 
.nuld perpetuate unemployment and hunger. 


Democrats and Republicans at war over the religious right 


By Dr. Janies Zogby 

AFTER ENDURING a 
barrage of Republican 
attacks over the past two 
years, Democrats began to 
fight back. In an effort to define an 
issue that will shape their 
campaign strategy for the 
1994 Congressional elec- 
tions, the Democrats have 
launched a well-orchestrated 
campaign criticising the 
Republican Party for being 
taken over by “radical 
right-wing religious ele- 
ments.” 

In the past two months, 
well-publicised speeches by 
the Chairman of the Demo- 
cratic National Committee 
(DNC) David Wilhelm, 
Chairman of the Democra- 
tic Congressional Campaign 
Committee (DCCC) Rep. 
Vic Fazio, and U.S. 
Surgeon General Joycelyn 
Elders have all asserted the 
religious rightwing's ‘Take- 
over” of the Republican 
Party. And on a number of 
occasions, President Clin-' 
ton himself has expressed 
concern over the growing 
influence of “intolerant and 
radical'’ forces in the Re- 
publican Party. 

In an effort to feed this 
campaign, both the DNC 
and the DCCC have issued 
regular news releases and 
produced a press guide for 
the national media. 

By now, two months into . 
campaign, hardly a day pas- 
ses without one major 
newspaper or television 
news programme carrying a 
story about the right wing's 
influence within the Repub- 
lican Party. An active de- 
bate between liberal and 
conservative columnists has 
filled the editorial pages of 
the nation's newspapers 
with opinions about the 
activities of the “religious 
right”. 

What reinforces the 


Democrats’ charge is that it 
is true. During the month of 
Jane, on three successive 
weeks, the Christian right- 
wing takeover was on dis- 
play in the Republican 
State conventions in Virgi- 
nia, Tern and Minnesota. 
• In Virginia, the well- 
organised Christian politic- 
al movement formed the 
backbone of Oliver North’s 
successful campaign to be- 
come the Republican 
nominee for Senate. 

One week later in Texas, 
Republican delegates from 
the Christian right wing 
ousted the Republican Par- 
ty chairman and elected a 
new party leader, Tom 
Paukeo. The campaign 
posters used by their move- 
ment on the floor of the 
state convention read: “A 
vote for Pauken is a vote for 
God.” 

The following week at 
the Minnesota Republican 
State Republican Conven- 
tion, delegates aligned with 
the Christian right suc- 
ceeded in anointing one of 
their own as the party's 
favourite for the Republi- 
can nomination for gov- 
ernor, Allen Quist. In so 
doing, they rejected the 
reelection bid of the current 
governor. Republican Arne 
Carlson, whose moderate 
policies had aroused them 
to action. Though Ms. Carl- 
son may still win the Re- 
publican primary, Mr. 
Quist will have the party 
organisation behind him. 

In the face of this new 
Democratic onslaught, the 
Republican Party has 
closed ranks. The chairman 
of the Republican National 
Committed (RNQ has re- 
sponded to the Democratic 
attacks by calling the 
attackers “bigots" and 
charging them of attemp- 
ting to stir up a McCarthy- 
like anti-religious crusade. 
All 44 Republican senators 


wrote to President Clinton 
urging him to rebuke the 
Democratic party chair for 
beginning this campaign. 

There is no doubt that 
many of these national Re- 
publican leaders are un- 
comfortable with the new 
power of the religious right 
but practical politics de- 
mands that they not reject 
this potent force aligned 
with their party. 

Recent analysis shows 
that the organised Christian 
movement has taken full 
control over the apparatus 
of 10 state Republican par- 
ties and exercises significant 
influence in eight others. 
They have run for and won 
office in thousands of local 
jurisdictions across the U.S. 
For example, the organised 
Christian movement now 
boasts of controlling 2,250 
school boards throughout 
the country. 

A Republican leader who 
rejected this level of gras- 
sroots power would not 
only threaten his or her own 
chances for reelection, but 
would also damage the 
chances of the Republican 
Party scoring major victor- 
ies in the national elections 
in 1994 and 1996. So while 
they may not be pleased 
with this “new factor" with- 
in their party, they feel that 
need to support it anyway. 

The history of this 
Christian rightwing 
“takeover" can be traced to 
a number of political and 
social factors, but its most 
immediate antecedent is the 
group called the “Christian 
Coalition.” Founded by 
Reverend Pat Roberston in 
1989, the Christian Coali- 
tion was Rev. Robertson's 
effort to institutionalise the 
momentum generated by 
his failure in the 1988 Re- 
publican presidential 
nomination. 

Realising how open U.S. 


politics is. to organised gras- 
sroots activity. Rev. 
Robertson vowed to launch 
a group that would build 
political power from the 
bottom up. Hie Christian 
Coalition, based on the net- 
work of evangelical Christ- 
ian groups nationwide, held 
training seminars for their 
members on bow to increase 
their organised vote, how to 
run for office, how to run 
for political party post and 
how to make their orga- 
nised vote count in elec- 
tions. 

They played by the rules 
and showed that they could 
master the rules and win. 
The proof of their success is 
their essential control of 
one-third of the Republican 
state party organisations. 

What concerns Demo- 
crats and many moderate to 
liberal Republicans is that 
the philosophy of this reli- 
gious right-wing movement 
is not only conservative, but 
also somewhat intolerant of 
opposite views. 

As DNC Chairman 
Wilhelm suggested in his 
first speech on this issue, it 
is one thing to disagree over 
issues, but it is quite 
another to denounce your 
opponents as “Godless” or 
“anti-Christ." Mr. Wilhelm 
noted in a speech at the 
latest Christian Coalition 
convention that he, too was 
a Christian and a person of 
“deep faith" — but he dif- 
fered from the Christian 
Coalition on a number of 
issues. Mr. Wilhelm chided 
die group for claiming that 
it is, in effect, the only 
group that had “God on its 
side.” The Democrat was 
repeatedly booed by the au- 
dience. 

At Christian Coalition 
meetings the group begins 
with a pledge — not the 
usual pledge of allegiance 
to the U.S. flag — but one 


of their own making. It was 
widely reported that when 
former Vice President Dan 
Quayle spoke to a Christian 
Coalition training confer- 
ence in January of this year, 
he led the group in their 
pledge. Facing a flag with a 
cross on it and with bands 
over their hearts, Mr. 
Quayle and the audience of 
2,000 recited: 

“I pledge allegiance to 
the Christian flag, and to 
the Saviour, for whose 
Kingdom it stands, one 
saviour, crucified, risen and 
coming again, with life and 
liberty for those who be- 
lieve.” 

The Christian Coalition's 
newspaper runs articles 
with titles like “Think Like 
Jesus, Lead Like Moses, 
Fight Like David, Run Like 
Lincoln” and “belieye.it or 
not, the Lord may want you 
to run for office.” 

While this “religious fun- 
damentalism” frightens 
many, what is too often 
ignored in critiques of the 
Christian right are the root 
causes of the movement. 

Liberal Democrats decry 
the Christian movement’s 
organised campaigns 
against homosexuals, abor- 
tion, dvil rights, govern- 
ment social programmes 
and their strong position for 
“American military might 
in the world.” But, on a 
very basic level, what moti- 
vates the Christian right, 
like other fundamentalist 
movements, is its fear of a 
world gone out of control 
— of a decline in values and 
a breakdown of the very 
fabric of society. 

These concerns are very 
real to too many Americans 
and they will not go hway 
by attacking a movement 
seeking to address them. 
The debate that should be 
taking place, but which has 
not yet begun, is the debate 


over the root causes and 
fundamental solutions to 
the real problems that pla- 
gue society. But in the 
meantime. Democrats and 
Republicans are debating a 
symptom of these prob- 
lems: the success of the 
religious right's effort to 
gain control of the Republi- 
can Party. 

Democrats will attempt 
to make the strength of the 
-Christian right within the 
Republican’ Party an issue 
in this fall's elections. Re- 
publicans are in an uncom- 
fortable but necessary 
alliance with the Christian 
right and will defend the 
movement, hoping that it 
will help them win as many 
Senate and congressional 
seats as possible — possibly 
even gaining control of 
Congress and setting the 
stage for their effort to re- 
gain the White House in 
1996. 

What causes concern in 
some Republican circles, 
however, is that if the 
Christian right succeeds in 
1994, such a Republican 
victory may backfire on the 
party in the future. One' 
must remember how the 
vitriolic speeches of Pat 
Robertson and Pat Bucha- 
nan at the 1992 Republican 
National Convention 
brought out a division be- 
tween the right wing and 
moderate elements of the 
party. An even stronger re- 
ligious right presence in the 
Republican Party after this 
year’s elections may induce 
moderate Republicans to 
abandon the party or drag it 
down in a deeply divisive 
internal debate. Either 
course of 'action would 
weaken the party's chances 
of unifying itself in the fu- 
ture. 

This debate has posed a 
very special problem for the 
American Jewish commun- 
ity and supporters of Israel. 



Finland sees EU position 
boosting gateway membership 


By Fredrik Dahl 

Reuter 

HELSINKI — Finland, 
on the northern rim of the 
continent, hopes membership 
of the European Union (EU) 
will boost its roie as a com- 
mercial gateway between east 
and west in the post-cold war 
era. 

A favourable geographical 
location, a developed market 
economy and long experience 
of eastern trade are factors 
which could give Finland an 
edge in attracting western 
firms eager to link Finland to 
Russia and the Baltic states. 

Development of the gate- 
way role is seen as a way to 
increase growth and employ- 
ment in Finland, which 
plunged into depression in 
1991 following the loss of the 
important Soviet market. 

Transport of goods across 
Finland’s 1,270 km border to 
Russia is already booming, 
providing new and much- 
needed business opportuni- 
ties. Both transit traffic and 
the country's own trade with, 
for example, Russia and the 
Balatic Republic of Estonia 
are rising. 

“Trade between Russia 
and western countries is 
going through Finland to a 
greater extent than before,” 
said Paavo Suni, economist at 
the Research Institute of the 
Finnish Economy. 


“If you export to St. 
Petersburg or even to the 
Moscow area, it is easy to do 
it through Finland.” be said. 

Finland was a fairly safe 
country with high living stan- 
dards, Mr. Sunni said, 
adding: “It is a good base to 
operate from." 

• Foreign Trade Minister 
Pertti Salolainen said Finland 
in the 1990s was “not a re- 
mote corner outside the 
mainstreams of international 
trade” but a central part of an 
enlarged north European 
market. 

“The gateway position is a 
reflection of Finland's altered 
economic geography and 
geopolitical status," Mr. 
Salolainen said. 

He underlined the import- 
ance of Finnish membership 
of rhe European Union in 
developing Finland's gateway 
position. 

Finland plans to join on 
January 1 provided mem- 
bership is approved by a 
national referendum in Octo- 
ber and by parliament. 

“If we are members of the 
union we have far better pos- 
sibilities to use these advan- 
tages,” Mr. Salolainen told 
Reuters. 

A Foreign Ministry work- 
ing group has published a 
report on how Finland could 
strengthen its position as a 
gateway, tis proposals in- 
cluded improved railway and 


road connections between 
Finland and Russia that 
would require vast invest- 
ment. 

“We need a lot of develop- 
ment in roads, railways, 
customs-clearance technicali- 
ties, visa arrangements and 
so forth," Mr. Salolainen 
said. 

Finnish transport and for- 
warding firms hope more and 
more foreign goods will be 
shipped through Finland 
from the west to the east and 
fee other way around. 

Esa Veijalainen, vice- 
president of the Finnload 
Group, said {Inland offered a 
quicker and also more reli- 
able route for transporting 
goods to Russia than, for 
example. Central Europe. 

Finnload was founded 
three years ago by Finnish 
transport and forwarding 
companies to promote the 
country as “the centre be- 
tween east and west.” 

Last year, Finland's in- 
come from all kinds of transit 
traffic doubled to two billion 
markka ($382 million) and 
Mr. Veijalainen said twice as 
much could be handled with- 
out problems. 

Finland's bilateral trade 
with the countries of the for- 
mer Soviet Union is also in- 
creasing, although it is still 
below the level of roughly 12 
per cent of its total exports in 
If" 


20 years on, Cyprus still divided 



TWENTY years ago today 
the Turkish army invaded 
Cyprus and occupied the 
northern third of this island 
following a coup staged by 
the Greek military junta 
against the legal govem- 
ment of President 
Makarios. 

The U.S* acquiesced in 
the coup and when Britain 
— a guarantor of Cyprus' 
integrity and security along 
with Greece and Turkey — 
volunteered to use its forces 
stationed in two sovereign 
bases here to counter the 
coupists and re-establish 
the Makarios government, 
die then U.S. Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger told 
the then British Foreign 
Secretary James Callahan, 
“Don’t be a boy scout, 
Jim.” This prepared- the 
way for the Turks, as the 
other guarantor, to “inter- 
ven”, that is invade, on the 
protext of reestablishing 
the legitimate authority and 
protect the minority Tur- 
kish- Cypriot community. 
While (foing so the Turkish 
army expelled virtually the 
entire Greek Cypriot 
population from the occu- 
pied area and, threatening the 
Greek Cypriots with further 
expansion, gathered in all 
the Turkish Cypriots, living 
in the sooth of the island. 

Today Cyprus is divided 
between the Greek Cypriot 
majority republic, recog- 
nised by the international 
community, and the break- 
away Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus, recog- 
nised only by Turkey and 
subsidised by Turkey to the 
tune of $130 million a year. 
Turkey also settled an esti- 
mated 50-60,000 of its 
citizens in northern Cyprus, 
the settlers and troops 
almost equalling the indige- 
nous Turkish Cypriot 
population. 

Since 1974 all the U.N. 
secretaries general and all 
the world’s mediators have 
not been able to (fat Cyprus 
back together again. There 
are several reasons for this 
failure. First, no one has 
been prepared to compel 
the Turks to withdraw their 
30-35,000 troops occupying 
the north of the island in 
order to make way for a 
settlement which would 
reunify the island and 
mit refugees (180,1 . . 
Greek Cypriots and 60,000 
Turkish Cypriots) to return 
to their homes or, at least, 
reassert their daim to prop- 
erties lost in 1974. Second, 
the Turkish Cypriot leader, 
Rauf Denktash, had man- 
ipulated mainland Turkish 
politicians to support bis 


• -By. -Michael -Jansen 

efforts to create a separate 
Turkish Cypriot state in 
northern Cyprus. And. 
third, Denktash, now presi- 
dent of his statelet, refuses 
to step down and become 
anything less than cbief ex- 
ecutive in a larger, reuni- 
fied Cyprus republic where 
his community would still 
be a minority. 

Elaving engineered the 
division of Cyprus no one 
should have been surprised 
that Washington should 
want to put it back together 
again. Even during the 
Cold War, Washington, as 
with Israel as far as a Pales- 
tine settlement was con- 
cerned, was the key to 
achieving progress on the 
Cyprus issue. 

A Greek Cypriot politi- 
cian who once served as his 
community's negotiator in 
the intercoramunal talks 
told this writer that during 
.talks in Vienna as faT back 
as 1977, the then U.N. 
Secretary General, Kurt 
Waldheim, in a fit of tem- 
per, shouted, "the Cyprus 
problem is solved both poli- 
tically and on the map.” It 
would seem that 17 years of 
talks have been illusion. 

Following the 1974 crisis 
Greek Cypriots insisted on 
an end to the occupation, 
return of the refugees and 
reinstatement of the unitary 
republic which they, the 82 
per cent majority, democra- 
tically dominated. Turkish 
Cypriots demanded recog- 
nition for the entity created 
by the Turkish army, com- 
munal separation and equal 
status with the recognised 
republic. The U.N. was 
mandated to negotiate an 
independent, bicommunal, 
bizonal, federal republic 
which would give the Tur- 
kish Cypriots near full 
autonomy and the Greek 
Cypriots enough powers to 
maintain the republic, 
established in 1960, as a 
single state. But Denktash 
and Ankara were in a posi- 
tion to impose their will. 

During endless, fruitless 
negotiations, the U.N.’s 
guidelines were eroded to 
the extent that the latest 
.discussions have not even 
focused on the federal solu- 
tion but a package of “con- 
fidence building measures” 
(CBMs) proposed by pre- 
sent U.N. Secretary Gener- 
al Butros Ghali as a means 
of normalising relations be- 
tween the two communities 
before tackling, once again, 
the elusive “final settle- 
ment”. 

The Greek Cypriot 
source said that during the 
latest Vienna meeting in 
May between Denktash, 


Turkey and U.S. and U.N 
mediators (from which the 
Greek Cypriots were ex- 
hided), Denktash secured 
“clarifications on 45 points * 
in the document on CMBs 
of March 21st". This docu- 
ment had been accepted by 
the Greek Cypriots on con- 
dition that no changes 
would be made and rejected 
by Denktash. “Some of 
these points are crucial to 
the question of sovereign- 
ty,” asserted the source, as 
they concede to the Turkish 
Cypriots separate customs 
and immigration posts at 
Nicosia international air- 
port due to be reopened as 
a CBM, the right to impose 
duties according to their 
own schedules, landing 
rights for aircraft, and rec- 
ognition of their travel and 
export documents. “These 
concessions set the separat- 
ist pattern for the overall 
solution and grant practical 
recognition" to the break- 
away Turkish Republic of 
North Cyprus, formally rec- 
ognised only by Ankara, 
“without advancing the 
federal solution which the 
U.N. is mandated to pur- 
sue.” Thus, “the CBM’S 
will become the solution,” 
he said. 

Over the past few years 
Denktash has stated repe- 
atedly that “federation” as 
a solution was “dead”. At 
first he opted for “confed- 
eration" (rejected as 
“camouflaged partition” by 
Greek Cypriots) but recent- 
ly he proposed that the 
north should become a 
semi-autonomous Turkish 
Cypriot province of Tur- 
key, already accomplished 
through economic integra- 
tion. The. south would then 
most likely press for early 
admission to the European 
Union, to which its govern-, 
ments have been committed 
for many years. 

The partition of Cyprus is 
a de facto reality but not yet 
de jure. 

“During all these years,” 
the polidcan said, “they 
have really been waiting for 
us to sign an agreement” — 
any agreement The time 
for signing is nigh. 

The Republic’s Presi- 
dent, Glafkos Cle rides, 
must sign “articles of agree- 
ment” before the Turkish 
Cypriot entity can achieve 
the de jure recognition and 
international status De- 
nktasb seeks or its links 
with Ankara can be formal- 
ised. . And like the PLO 
Chairman, Yasser Arafat, 
vis-a-vis Israel still posses- 
ses the power to deny legi- 
timacy. 
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Jordan, Israel negotiators set Aug. 8 as date for beginning continuous talks 


Following is a joint statement 
issued by the Jordanian and 
Israeli sides after the Wadi 
Aj-aba meeting concluded 
July 19, 1994. 

A. The delegations of 
Israel and Jordan met in the 
boundary area north of 
Aqaba and Eilat on July 18- 
19 , 1994, to continue their 
bilateral peace negotiations. 
They confirmed the already 
established commission on 
Boundaries, Security, Water, 
Environment and related 
issues (such as energy), and 
the sub-agendas on security, 
borders and territorial mat- 
ters; water, environment and 
related issues, signed in 
Washington on June 7, 1994. 

B. The work was divided, 
into three major subcommis- 
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sions: 

1) Subcommission on 
boundaries 

2) Subcommission on 
security 

3) Subcommission on wa- 
ter, environment and related 
issues (energy). 

C. The two sides have 
agreed as follows: 

1) The talks will resume on 
a continuous basis starring 
August 8, 1994, and will pro- 
ceed in the plenary, commis- 
sion, sub-commissions, and 
any other agreed groups. The 
negotiations will alternate be- 
tween the Israeli Dead Sea 
works and the Jordanian 
Potash township starting on 
die Israeli side for the next 
session; the next session on 
boundary, however, will take 


place ip the boundary area 
where our negotiations took 
place this time. 

2) The boundary work will 
start by the preparation of 
joint maps and additional 
material by a joint team of 
experts (JtE), in accordance 
with a memorandum which 
has been concluded. Modali- 
ties of production of joint 
maps and additional mate- 
rials on the Jordan-Israeli 
boundary have been worked 
out. The sub-commission win 
become the boundary 
maintenance and administra- 
tion commission after the 
peace negotiations culminate 
in a treaty of peace, as stipu- 
lated in the common agenda. 

3) Security 

The Jordanian and Israeli 


teams to the security subcom- 
mission focused in their de- 
tailed deliberations on the 
following: 

Examination of the practic- 
al implications of the ele- 
ments that constitute the 
security sub-agenda 
approved in Washington, 
June 7, 1994. A thorough 
review of these implications 
indicates that there is a broad 
understanding on these mat- 
ters. 

Discussions were held on 
the issues of confidence 
building measures. Specific 
measures have been Jointly 
examined. 

Both parties agree to con- 
tinue their discussions in the 
next bilateral session, in 
order to reach agreement on 
the subjects on their common 


security sub-agenda. 

The two sides expressed 
their full satisfaction from the 
excellent and productive spir- 
it that prevails and hence 
facilitates progress in this im- 
portant issue. 

4 A) Water 

The sub-commission for 
water, energy and the en- 
vironment, having discussed 
tbe issue of water 

4.1. Agreed to mutually 
recognise, as a result of their 
negotiations, the rightful 
allocations of the two rides in 
Jordan River and Yarmouk 
River waters, and to fully 
respect and comply with the 
negotiated rightful alloca- 
tions, in accordance with 
agreed acceptable principles, 
with mutually acceptable 
quality. 


4.2. Stressed the import- 
ance and the need to mini- 
mise wastage of water re- 
sources throughout the chain 
of their uses. 

4.3. Stressed the need to 
make more water available 
for use as soon as possible. 

4.4. Agreed to share, 
where appropriate, the avail- 
able data on shared water 
resources, and to review tbe 
potentials for enhancement 
of water resources develop- 
ment and use. 

4.5. Accepted tbe principle 
that the water issues along 
the entire border must be 
dealt with in their totality, 
including the possibility of 
trans-boundary water trans- 
fers. 

4.6. Accepted the principle 


of mutual prevention of harm 
to the water resources of the 
other party. 

4 B) Environment 

Jordan and Israel acknow- 
ledge tbe importance of the 
ecology of the region, its high 
environmental sensitivity and 
the need to protect the en- 
vironment and prevent dan- 
ger and risks for health and 
well-being of the regions' 
population. They both recog- 
nise the need for conserva- 
tion of natural resources, 
protection of biodiversity and 
the imperative of attaining 
economic growth based on 
sustainable development 
principles. 

In light of the above, both 
parties agree to cooperate in 
matters relating to environ- 


mental protection in general 
and to those that may 
mutually affect them. Areas 
of such cooperation which 
dx-emed to reflect common 
unleistanding have been de- 
tailed ad referendum for 
timely agreement on activi- 
ties. projects and geographic- 
al spread thereof. 

4 C) Energy 

Tbe parties referred to 
energy topics, having the 
potential of bilateral future 
cooperation, comprising 
energy generation such as oil 
shale utilisation, solar energy 
for power generation and in- 
terconnection of grids. 

5). The parties agreed that 
negotiations on economic 
matters will continue in order 
to prepare for future bilateral 
cooperation. 


Trilateral meeting today 
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(Continued from page 1) 

a hotel on the shores of the 
Dead Sea at around 2.15 
p.m. attended by Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
in his capacity as foreign 
minister. 

Experts from the three 
sides will start a plenary ses- 
sion at around II p.m. and 
work until noon before the 
gathering is upgraded to fore- 
ign ministers’ level. An 
American team headed by 
John Spiros, a senior State 
Department official, arrived 
here on Monday to prepare 
for the meeting. 

After the trilateral meet- 
ing, Dr Majali will also hold a 
one-hour meeting with Mi-. 
Peres, officials said. 

According to a schedule 
released by officials, U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher will arrive here 
early morning from Syria (see 
story below) for a round of 
talks with His Majesty King 
Hussein in Amm an. 

The King and Mr. Christ- 
opher will bold a press con- 
ference at tbe Royal Palace 
around noon before the U.S. 
secretary of state and Dr. 
Majali fly by helicopter to the 
site of the trilateral commis- 
sion’s meeting at the Dead 
Sea. They are expected to 
arrive there shortly before 2 
p.m. 

Mr. Peres will cross the 
King Hussein Bridge around 
tbe same time and wili be 
received by Minister of State 


for Foreign Affairs Talal AI 
Hassan. The two ministers 
will fly the short distance to 
the Dead Sea hotel by heli- 
copter. 

After speeches by Mr. 
Christopher, Mr. Peres and 
Mr. Majali, the meeting will 
go into a closed session 
attended by three aides from 
each side. Dr. Majali’s aides 
will be Fayez Tarawneh, who 
headed the Jordanian delega- 
tion to the two-day talks in 
Wadi Araba, senior delegate 
Munther Haddadin and Fore- 
ign Ministry official Omar 
Rjfai. 

Mr. Christopher is ex- 
pected to be accompanied by 
Dennis Ross, the State De- 
partment’s Middle East coor- 
dinator. The names of others 
who will attend the closed 
session were not immediately 
available; so were of those 
who wili accompany Mr. 
Peres. 

Following the session, the 
three ministers will address a 
press conference and Mr. 
Christopher wiU leave im- 
mediately thereafter. 

Mr. Majali and Mr. Peres, 
accompanied by aides, will 
meet for one hour after Mr. 
Christopher's departure. Fol- 
lowing that meeting, Mr. 
Peres will also leave. 

Parallel, totbe Majali-Peres 
meeting, experts will con- 
tinue their deliberations until 
6 p.m. and will meet again at 
the same site for a brief ses- 
sion again on Thursday 
morning. 


Christopher talks ‘useful’ 






(Continued from page I) 

front-page article. 

Mr. Assad in a telephone 
conversation last Friday with 
President Clinton “reaf- 
firmed his commitment to 
achieving comprehensive 
peace in the region,” the 
article said. 

An upbeat Christopher de- 
clared Monday that the 
Arab- Israeli conflict is draw- 
ing to a close. 

But in a veiled appeal to 
Mr. Assad to join other Arab 
leaders, he also said “this is a 
situation in which the peace 
must be comprehensive in 
order to be satisfactory.” 

A senior Israeli diplomat 
told reporters after Mr. 
Christopher had dinner with 
Mr. Rabin that “everything 
now depends on what he 
hears from Mr. Assad.” 

Last week Mr. Peres recog- 
nised publicly Syria’s 
sovereignty over the Golan 
and stressed that Israel will 


not sign a peace accord with 
Jordan at the expense of a 
pact with Syria. 

Mr. Christopher said the 
statement on the Golan was 
“very courageous” while 
Syria dismissed it as nothing 
new. 

Asked if the United States 
had resigned itself not to 
dealing with Lebanon separ- 
ately from Syria, Mr. Christ- 
opher said: “Not at all. It's 
very important that we make 
progress on that track. 

“Certainly there would 
have to be separate negotia- 
tions, there are separate 
issues but it's only realistic to 
recognise the dose relations 
'between those two coun- 
tries,” he said. 

Mr. Christopher poted 
there had been “dramatic 
changes in the landscape” of 
the Middle East since his last 
peace missions. 

“The major (Arab-Israeli) 
conflict has really begun to 
draw to a close,” be said. 
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and secular forces and pro- 
western democracy advocates 
that has claimed more than 
3,000 lives. 

Yemen said Tuesday that 
not one, bat two of its diplo- 
mats were kidnapped last 
week in Algeria. 

In its first official mention 
of the Thursday incident. Ye- 
men said both its oatgoing 
ambassador and its newly- 
afjpointed envoy had been 
seized. 

There was still no word on 
the identity of the kidnappers 


or their motive. No ransom 
demands or claim of respon- 
sibility were known to have 
been made. 

Yemen, in a statement dis- 
tributed by the official SABA 
news agency, condemned the 
seizure of its diplomats and 
expressed “confidence in the 
efforts that tbe Algerian au- 
thorities are exerting to lo-, 
cate them safely and punish 
the perpetrators. 

The statement from its 
Foreign Ministry said Yemen 
was following tbe matter and 
maintaining contacts with 
Algeria’s government. 
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28 killed in Buenos Aires 
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to the Argentine capital. 

Thirty-four years ago its 
agents in Buenos Aires kid- 
napped Nazi leader Adolf 
Eichmann and brought him 
to Israel where he was tried 
for war crimes and banged. 

At the scene of the explo- 
sion, about 30 resene workers 
appeared better organised 
early Tuesday than in the hec- 
tic hours immediately after 
■ the blast, keeping reporters 
and onlookers . at a 50-metre 


distance as they continued 
their quest for any survivors- 

Workers using backhoes 
and floodlights late Monday 
found they had to move ging- 
erly through the rubble as 
several were injured by fall- 
ing blocks of cement, author- 
ities said. 

Early Tuesday, they were 
smnned to locate a 40-year- 
jo\d man , still alive though his 
legs had been esushed under 
the weight of metal girders. 


Jordan, Israel end talks 


(Cautioned from page 1) 


water resources. 

“So far we did not tackle 
issues of boundaries ... we 
have been negotiating to cre- 
ate die mechanism tools that 
will help us both to cope with 
substantive matters,” the 
head of the Israeli subcom- 
mission on borders, told re- 
porters in response to a ques- 
tion on whether the two sides 
have reached a common 
understanding on the legal 
reference for these bound- 
aries. 

Dr. Tarawneh pointed out 
that the mandate agreements 
between Jordan and the Brit- 
ish mandate authority in 1922 
and 1928 “was spelt out in 
words” and not demarcated 
professionally. 

The subcommission on 
border, Jordanian delegate 
Abdullah Touqan said, will 
conduct “further analysis to 
determine the physical fea- 
tures and points that consti- 
tute the border points.” 

But he said that Jordan will 
not take Israel’s security into 
account when negotiating the 
border issues. “The Kingdom 
categorically rejects that 
security be regarded as a 
criteria in the border talks,” 
he said. “It is completely out 
of it.” ... 

Delegates could be seen 
shuttling between the large 
tent housing the experts on 
borders, security and water 
and the smaller tent where 
the heads of the two delega- 
tions and their main advisors 
were making the final deci- 
sions. 

Negotiators who spoke on 
condition of anonymity said 
that the Jordanians felt that 
the Israelis were “ignoring 
the facts,” especially that 
Israel had already signed the 
common agenda which refers 
to the mandate line as the 
legal reference for these 
talks. 


The agenda signed be- 
tween the two sides June 7 in 
Washington talks for “settle- 
ment of territorial matters 
and agreed definitive de- 
limitation and demarcation 
of the international boundary 
between Jordan and Israel 
with a reference to the defini- 
tion under the mandate/ 

If was evident as early as 
Monday's press conference 
that Mr. Rnbinstein was 
stressing tbe Israeli argument 
when he responded to a ques- 
tion on Jordanian territorial 
rights by describing them as 
“territorial wishes.” 

This fundamental differ- 
ence in approach was de- 
scribed by Jordanian nego- 
tiators here as an attempt by 
the Israeli ride “to ignore the 
truth and bring us back to the 
zero point.” 

“Tbe Israelis are claiming 
that topographic and geog- 
raphic changes have occurred 
since the Israeli occupation 
and that since tbe mandate 
lines were not demarcated on 
the ground they could not be 
binding,” one Jordanian de- 
legate explained. 

The delimitation lines of 
the mandate, according to 
experts, largely depend on 
the description- of . borders 
against specific landmarks in 
that area. 

“Sometimes it would say 
that the border is two 
kilometres from a specific 
mountain or hill,” a source 
explained adding that Israelis 
were d aiming that the topog- 
raphic and geographic land- 
marks themselves have 
changed and that this descrip- 
tion was not enough. 

The Jordanian side saw the 
Israelis as reversing an earlier 
commitment, when they 
signed the common agenda, 
to accept the description of 
the mandate documents writ- 
ten ont in 1922. 


Europe pollution 
to increase 


LONDON (AFP) — Carbon 
dioxide (C02) pollution will 
continue to increase in 
Europe over the next 20 
years, exceeding European 
Union (EU) stabilisation 
targets, according to a report 
published Monday by the 
U.S. research group DRI/ 
McGraw-Hill. 

“National measures are 
unlikely to be sufficient for 
the EU to stabilise emissions 
at their 1990 levels by the 
year 2000,” said the study on 
energy consumption in west- 
ern Europe over the next 
twenty years. 

C02 emissions will in- 
crease by 5.2 per cent in 
Europe as a whole between 
1990 and 2000 and by 16 per 
cent between 2000 and 2015, 
the report, released here, 
predicted. 

Germany will be the only 
country where C02 emissions 
will be lower in 2000 than 
1990, said tbe study, due to 
reduced use of brown coal and 
to tiie economic recession. 
However, emissions will in- 
crease by 11 per cent in Ger- 
many between the year M00 
and 2015. 

Rising pollution levels in 
Europe are due to growth in 
tbe transport sector and an 
increase in the use of fossil 
fuels for electricity genera- 
tion, with a corresponding 
decrease m the use of nudear 
energy, the report said. 

It also said that primary 
energy consumption in 
Europe will increase, and 
that natural gas will be the 
main beneficiary of this in- 
crease. 

Primary energy demand is 
set to increase by 1.5 per cent 
each year until the end of the 
century and then by 0.9 per 
cent until 2015. 

Energy consumption will 
reach 1.56 billion tonnes of 


oil equivalent (TOE) in the 
year 2000 and then 1.77 bil- 
lion TOE in 2015, compared 
to 1.43 billion in 1993. 

The report anticipated 
natural gas to be the fastest 
growing of all the primary 
fuels, with consumption in 
power plants increasing by an 
annual average of 9.6 per cent 
between 1993 and 2000. 

The use ot nuclear energy 
will decline because of 
heightened public concern 
about safety and about dis- 
posal and treatment of nuc- 
lear waste, said DRI. 

“A large slice of the nuc- 
lear pare that was built in the 
1970s and 1980s will need to 
decommissioned between 
2005 and 2015,” said the 
study. 


‘Education ’ hits self-rule talks 


They are negotiating de- 
tails of “early empower- 
ment” in five areas — educa- 
tion, health, tourism, taxa- 
tion and soda! affairs — for 
Palestinians in areas still 
under Israeli occupation. 

They started discussing 
education on Monday and 
expected to stan work on the 
issues of international moni- 
tors and a budget for the 
West Bank on Tuesday. 

Palestinians began running 
their own affairs in Gaza and 
Jericho in May. Under PLO- 
Israeli interim peace 
agreement the rest of the 
West Bank will have limited 
autonomy in advance of 
Palestinian elections later this 
year. 

Mr. Asfour said: “The dis- 
agreement is over the con- 
cept. Tbe Palestinian concept 
is that the transfer of author- 
ity in education should take 
place without any obstades 
or limitations.” 

“Their concept is that this 
matter is complicated and is 
interrelated with other 
fields... we haven't gone into 
details on the syllabuses yet.” 

Mr. Asfour and Mr. Qasis 
both said the bloodshed on 
the border between Gaza and . 
Israel on Sunday bad affected 


at the atmosphere at the 
Cairo talks. 

Two Palestinians were shot 
dead and more than 100 peo- 
ple wounded in violence at 
the main Gaza exit point, 
where thousands of workers 
had waited for hours to go to 
jobs in the Jewish state. They 
were the bloodiest dashes in 
two months of Palestinian 
self-rule in Gaza and Jericho. 

“It’s dear that what hap- 
pened on the Erez crossing 
had an effect which cannot be 
ignored,” said Mr. Qasis. 

“We know that tbe peace 
process is an integral process 
and tbe negotiations going on 
now on early empower- 
ment... will be in vain if the 
peace process is destroyed,” 
he added. 

Mr. Qasis denied the 
Palestinian police were un- 
able to control the situation 
at the crossing point and in- 
stead blamed the Israeli proc- 
edures for the riots. 

“People were suffocating 
at Erez — the people wbo 
were going to work were 
spending hours to cross. 

“llie Palestinian authority 
and the Palestinian security 
did everything they should... 
they will do what is needed to 
prevent a recurrence of the 
tragedy,” he said. 


Hamas claims killing of soldier 


(Confirmed from page 1) 


An unexploded grenade 
and bullets from two 
weapons were found near the 
scene, the army said. 

Military sources said guer- 
rillas had placed a ladder on 
tbe electronic border fence to 
set off an alarm and lure an 
army patrol to the scene. The 
officer was shot when he got 
out of a vehicle to inspect the 
area. 

On Sunday, two Palesti- 
nians were shot dead, 
apparently by plastic bullets 
fired by Israeli troops, at the 
Erez checkpoint during pro- 
tests by Arab labourers de- 
nied entry into Israel from 
Gaza. 

Palestinian radio in the 
other autonomous area, 
Jericho, has been calling the 
two deaths confirmed by 
Palestinian hospital officials a 
massacre. 

Local residents in Gaza 
and Jericho said the term was 
being widely used on the 
streets to describe Sunday's 
clashes, the worst since self- 
rule began in May. 

Only last week, a Hamas 
leader said the organisation 
was refraining from attacking 
Israeli troops in Gaza, is an 
apparent effort to avoid con- 
frontations with Palestinian 
police. But he said things 
could change in response to 
events. 

“The massacre in Erez can- 
not pass without punish- 
ment.” a senior commander 


• of the Qassam Brigades said 
after Sunday’s riots. 

Israeli officials have ac- 
cused Hamas of. inciting the 
checkpoint protests, which 
Palestinian officials blamed 
on frustration over the leng- 
thy security checks Arab 
workers must go through be- 
fore they are allowed into the 
Jewish state. 

“As a result of the Erez 
massacre, the Izzeddin Qas- 
sam military wing... attacked 
an Israeli jeep with a hail of 
bullets,” the message said. 

■ “Qassam will not allow 
Israeli soldiers to shoot at our 
workers and at members of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Army," a reference to the 
Palestinian police force. 

“The Israeli government 
must understand that we will 
retaliate for each attack," the 
statement said. 


Kaddoumi ‘not satisfied’ 


(Contin ued from page l) 


blamed for the lack of 
Jordan-PLO coordination, 
but said the PLO’s preoc- 
cupations with moving from 
Tunis to the autonomous ter- 
ritories of Gaza and Jericho 
were keeping the organisa- 
tion busy. 

Jordanian- Palestinian 
“coordination should be 
through institutions because 
the next era is of reconstruc- 
tion, ” Mr. Kaddoumi said. 
“We need support and coor- 
dination with Jordan.” 

“After the establishment 
of the Palestinian Authority 
in the liberated parts of 
Palestine, we would be able 
to speed up our coordination 
with Jordan," he said. 

Mr. Kaddoumi, who is 
here on the first leg of a visit 


which will also take him to 
Syria and Egypt, referred to 
the Jordanian-Israeli talks 
that began Monday and said 
it was “natural" for the King- 
dom to have launched intense 
negotiations with Israel on 
the basic issues of conflict 
nearly three years into the 
Middle East peace process. 

“The PLO considers the 
step as conducive to estab- 
lishing peace and serving the 
common interests of the 
Palestinians and Jordan,” 
Mr. Kaddoumi said. 

“The regaining of Jordan's 
water and land rights is 
another important step to- 
wards achieving a just and 
comprehensive peace" in the 
Middle East. Mr. Kaddoumi 
said. 


Yemen urges work 


(Continued from page 12) 
were the worst hit during the 


But he said initial estimates 
by the World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) showed Ye- 
men would need about $200 
million of aid just to improve 
hygiene and sanitary condi- 
tions. 

Hospitals have been allo- 
cated $500,000 of medical 
aid, while families of war 
victims and about 300,000 
Yemenis displaced by the 
conflict will also benefit from 
U.N. aid. 

U.N. experts are due this 
week in Sanaa on a 10-day 
mission to evaluate the coun- 
try’s needs. 

Mr. Ani said the situation 
in Aden had “vastly im- 
proved” and that drinking 
water supplies were restored 
to the city’s northern suburbs 
in recent days. 

The old town districts of 
Crater and Muallah were still 
without running water since 
work to repair the pumping 
station at Bir Nasser, dam- 
aged by nonhem troops “was 
not yet finished.” he said. 

On Tuesday queues of resi- 
dents were still seen lining up 
at the city’s 40 wells, witnes- 
ses said. 

Tehran Radio said Iran 
had sent humanitarian aid 
and medicines to Yemen and 
that it would be willing to set 
up two vaccination centres in 
Aden. 


A delegation from fire Ira- 
nian foreign ministry led by 
Hossein Cheikholeslam and 
two medical teams from the 
Iranian Red Crescent accom- 
panied the aid, the radio said. 

“If the Yemeni authorities 
agree the two medical teams 
will set up in Aden to vaccin- 
ate children against conta- 
gious diseases,” said Parviz 
Vazirian, their leader. 

Iran’s Deputy Parliamen- 
tary Speaker Hassan Ruhani 
has urged Islamic countries to 
send aid to Yemen, saying 
Iran was willing to set an 
example. 

About 700 southern Yeme- 
ni soldiers are stranded on a 
ship off the coast of Oman 
waiting permission to dis- 
embark, an exiled southern 
leader said. 

The appointed “vice presi- 
dent” of the breakaway 
southern Yemeni state, 
Abdul Rahman AI Jiffri, said 
he had called on the Omani 
government to allow the 
troops to land, he told Tues- 
day's edition of die London- 
based daily AI Hayat. 

“Their situation is tragic on 
board a southern Yemeni 
warship which has no facili- 
ties for the people,” he said. 

Mr. Jiffri appealed for Sul- 
tan Qaboos to intervene 
directly to help the stranded 
soldiers, saying the ship was 
currently off the coast of the 
southern Omani town of 
Salalah. 



Blood donation campaign at Marriott 

The Amman Marriott Hotel employees in cooperation with 
fire National Blood Bank held the second blood donation 
campaign for this year on July 13, 1994. This reflects their 
faith in the importance Of maintaining the balance of blood 
enough when needed. Dr. Basina Khreishat supervised this 
campaign together with the technical team from the National 
Blood Bank/Ministry of Health. She thanked the manage- 
ment of the Amman Marriott Hotel for their preparation and 
the number of employees who contributed in this campaign. 


II 

Business Lunch 



Lavishly Olaz 

Treat your guests and friends, in a most relaxing atmosphere, 
to our Business Lunch Buffet. More than a 100 variety of 
hors d'oeuvres, salads, hot oriental and continental 
dishes and a large selection of desserts. 

For only J.D, 10.000 per person ++ 

Uniquely InterContinental 

For reservations, please call 641361 Ext. 2222 
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OECD says skilled and sales 
assistants will find employment 
in the future labour market 


PARIS (AFP) — Education 
and training are the keys 10 
jobs in tomorrow's world but 
even the semi-skilled such as 
sates assistants should find 
work in a new environment 
driven by information tech- 
nology. 

This is the bright side of a 
picture drawn by the Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coop- 
eration and Development. 
(OECD) in an annual report 
on employment published 
Tuesday. 

The dark side is inhabited 
by about 35 million people 
who would be registered as 
unemployed in the 24 OECD- 
countries in 1994. 

This figure was likely to fall 
much in the short term be- 
cause the current recovery 
has been “much weaker than 
that observed in past recover- 
ies.” 

The number of unem- 
ployed in 1993 had risen to 
33.5 million or 8.2 per cent ot 
the workforce to 10.7 per 
cent in Europe. 

The rate had fallen only in 
Canada, New Zealand and 
the United States. Some of 
the biggest increases had 
been in Finland and Sweden 
and the rate in Spain had 
risen to almost 23 per cent. 

The total of 35 million in 
1994 represented an increase 
of about 10 million in four 
years, and the OECD esti- 
mated that another 11 million 
people were discouraged 
from seeking work or were in 
“involuntary” part-time 
work. On this basis the rate 
of unemployment in Japan 
more than doubled to 5.4 per 
cent. In Australia it rose from 
10.8 per cent to 15.5 percent. 


Some of the observations 
in the report tempered views , 
which have gained currency 
during the last few years. 

The report said that it was 
“hardly apt” to describe the 
current downturn as a 
“white-collar recession” be- 
’ cause blue-collar workers had 
continued to “bear the 
brunt” of job losses. Only 
Finland and Sweden had ex- 
prienced “major white-collar 
employment losses.” 

The biggest number of jobs 
had been shed in industrial 
sectors but the number of 
jobs created in the service 
sectors had been notably 
small. 

Referring to concern that 
the recession was causing 
“social dumping” or the com- 
petitive reduction of benefits 
and social protection for 
workers, the report found 
that while governments in 
most OECD countries were 
tending to reduce regulatory 
controls, “there is no simple, 
direct association between 
labour standards and trade 
performance.” 

It also found that there had 
been little change in the last 
decade in the way in which 
workers were covered by col- 
lective agreements. 

The weak creation of em- 
ployment so far had led to 
fears that OECD countries 
might be heading for a “job- 
less” recovery, but this was 
because growth in output, 
particularly in the service sec- 
tor. had been exceptionally 
weak. Growth was now 
gathering speed and had 
caused the opportunities for 
work to grow “considerably” 
in 1993 and into 1994. 

The OECD stressed that 


the labour market of the fu- 
ture would require people 
who had been trained to a 
high or relatively high level, 
but would also require people 
with vocational training 
which “should not be re- 
garded as second-class com- 
pared with more academic 
studies.” 

The report also underlined 
the importance of appren- 
ticeship schemes and 
arrangements involving com- 
panies in helping school leav- 
ers to make the transition to 
work. 

Companies and people 
should also be prepared to be 
flexible in the way They orga- 
nised their woTk. particularly 
to exploit information tech- 
nology. 

The future was one of “a 
continued, across-the-board 
increase in the levels of skills 
and competences required 
for employment.” 

Future demand would be 
strongest for “professional 
and technical, and adminis- 
trative and managerial 
occupations, and in general 
the pattern of occuptional 
change appears to provide 
comparatively favourable job 
opportunities for those with 
third-level education or high- 
level skills.” 

There would be changes 
too, in the structure of sec- 
tors which might be affected 
only indirectly by technolo- 
gical change. 

“For example, sales assis- 
tants are projected to make a 
large contribution to employ- 
ment growth over the next 
five to 10 years, despite being 
a relatively low-skilled categ- 
ory,” the report explained. 


Japan extends 
$1.3b aid 
to S. Africa 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Japan has announced a $13 
billion two-year aid package 
for South Africa, its largest 
single aid agreement with an 
African country. 

Ambassador Katsumi 
Sezald told president Nelson 
Mandela that Tokyo was pre- 
pared to develop a fresh 
package if the first was 
absorbed within two years. 

The package includes a $50 
million grant, of which $30 
million will go to the educa- 
tion and health sectors, and 
$250 million in soft loans at- 
three per cent interest repay- 
able over 25 years with a 
seven-year grace period. 

Japan's Export-Import 
Bank will provide united pro- 
ject loans of $400 million, 
$100 million for industrial de- 
velopment and $500 million 
in guarantees for commercial 
and trade-related loans. 


Germany guides EU 
to farm price accord 


BRUSSELS (R) — Euro- 
pean Union (EU) farm minis- 
ters broke a six-month dead- 
lode over farm prices and 
milk quotas Tuesday, mark- 
ing an early success for Ger- 
many's new EU presidency. 

The breakthrough was 
made after the European 
Commission conceded some 
aid for northern French pro- 
ducers of durum wheat, 
which is used to make pasta, 
and Germany moderated its 
own demands after taking 
over the rotating EU pres- 
idency on July 1. 

“Durum was a particularly 
difficult question.” German 
Farm Minister Jochen Bor- 
chert told a news conference 
after a final 10-hour negotiat- 
ing session. 

The annual EU farm price 
talks, which began in Febru- 
ary, have a history’ of stretch- 
ing over months, with some 
all-night sessions as ministers 
try to extract more money for 
farmers. 

Talks this year were un- 


usually lengthy due to delays 
caused by European Parlia- 
ment elections in June and a 
budget squeeze. 

EU Farm Commissioner 
Rene Steichen finally re- 
lented to French pressure and 
agreed that northern French 
producers of durum wheat 
will be eligible for EU pay- 
ments on up to 50.000 hec- 
tares (125.000 acres), a quar- 
ter of what they requested. 

Spanish, Portuguese and 
Italian durum wheat farmers 
will be entitled to aid for an 
extra 30,000 hectares (75,000 
acres). 

Mr. steichen dismissed the 
aid as a small concession with 
little extra cost. 

‘Tt's a minor adjustment," 
he said. “The essence of CAP 
(common agricultural policy) 
reform has been preserved.” 

Mr. Steichen. was referring 
to sweeping reforms agreed 
on 1992 to get rid of costly 
grain, beef and butter moun- 
tains. 


Morocco 
to free 
energy, 
food imports 
next year 


RABAT (R) — Morocco will 
lift restrictions on the import 
of energy products and food- 
stuffs like sugar, oilseeds and 
cereals early next year, the 
foreign trade ministry said 
Tuesday. 

A decree published in the 
government gazette said the 
import of energy products 
would be fully liberalised on 
Jan. 1. 

Morocco imported 6.1 mil- 
lion tonnes of crude oil worth 
6.7 billion dirhams ($760 mil- 
lion) last year. 

The import of raw sugar 
will also be freed on Jan. 1 
and of refined sugar and de- 
rivatives on Feb. 1. Last year 
raw sugar imports were 
368,000 tonnes and refined 
sugar 18,000 tonnes, accord- 
ing to official figures. 

Oilseed Imports will be 
freed on March 1, careals and 
derivatives on April 1. raw 
oils and oil cake on May l, 
and refined oils and deriva- 
tives on June 1. 

The ministry said the 
timetable was spread over a 
six-month period to allow the 
administration to “prepare 
accompanying measures re- 
quired by this liberalisation, 
notably the implementation 
of the decisions of the final 
act of the Uruguay Round.” 

Export licences are still re- 
quired for cereal flours ex- 
cept rice, charcoal, zoological 
collections and specimens, 
objects of historical interest 
and antiques more than 100 
years old. 

“Export licences are main- 
tained for these products to 
safeguard fauna and flora in 
the historical, archaeological 
and artistic heritage.” the de- 
cree said. 


Unemployment 
in Russia 
nears 10m 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Almost 
10 million people are unem- 
ployed in Russia. 14.3 per 
cent of the working popula- 
tion, the Russian labour 
ministry said Tuesday in fi- 
gures quoted by the ITAR- 
TASS news agency. Only 1.3 
million people are officially 
registered as unemployed, 
but there are another 3.4 
million unregistered jobless 
and five million “partially” 
unemployed, the agency said. 
The last official figures, in 
May. said nine million people 
were affected by unemploy- 
ment. Unemployment had 
risen in rural areas where a 
third of the jobless had been 
without work for more than 
eight months, the agency 
said. 


Arab Gulf countries 
seen pursuing reforms 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab states are pressing 
ahead with plans to restruc- 
ture their economies through 
privatisation and other re- 
forms to offset weak oil 
prices and diversify income 
sources, an official report 
said Tuesday. 

The trend gained momen- 
tum in the aftermath of the 
1990-1991 Gulf war, when oil 
prices shot above $40 before 
they languished at several 
dollars below OPEC’s ben- 
chmark of S21 a barrel. 

“After the end of the Gulf 
crisis, a drastic change took 
place in the policies of Gulf 
governments which have 
affirmed their intention to 
L begin gradual privatisation of 
public institution and even 
set up infrastructure projects 
and sell them to the private 
sector," said the report by 
the Bahraini-based Gulf In- 
vestment Corporation (GIC). 

“We in this group hope to 
play a key role in supporting 
this privatisation trend and 
specifically want to be one of 
the main financers of the 
large investments that are ex- 
pected to be pumped into 
new projects as well as in- 
dustrial institutions which 
will be handed over to the 
private sector,” the report 
added. 

Governments in the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) had remained 
the main players in the 


domestic economy until they 
began considering relying on 
the private sector when oil 
prices started to recede. 

The private sector still 
accounts for only 30 to 40 per 
cent of the gross domestic 
product (GDP) but econom- 
ists expect the level to grow 
in the near future as most 
member states have already 
launched privatisations. 

Oman has sold four major 
industrial and services institu- 
tions and is planning to cany 
out more privatisations as 
part of wide-ranging reforms 
that also cover attracting in- 
vestment and focosing on 
productive projects. 

The UAE has also 
announced plans to privatise 
some public utilities while 
Saudi Arabia, the world’s top 
oil producer and exporter, 
said last month it would press 
on with the sale of water, 
exporter, said last month it 
would press on with the sale 
of water, electricity and tele- 
phone institutions, the first 
GCC state to do so. 

Kuwait has asked GIC to 
■ conduct studies on privatisa- 
tion of some of state-owned 
projects while Qatar and 
Bahrain have indicated simi- 
lar plans. 

The GCCs heavy reliance 
on oil exports has made the 
economies of most of its 
members vulnerable to sharp 
fluctuations in crude prices, 
growing when they improve 
and declining when prices de- 


teriorate. 

Governments have tried to 
offset this by boosting ex- 
penditure but this has only, 
complicated their attempts to * 
tackle persistent budget de- 
ficits. 

Predicting low oil prices in 


mg 

1994, GCC countries have 
slashed spending by between 
five and 2Q per cent over 1993 
and experts said this would 
stow down the economies of 
some members. 

According to Henry 
Azzam, chief economist of 
the Saudi National Commer- 
cial Bank, the kingdom’s 
GDP is forecast to frail by 13 
per cent in 1994 and Qatar’s 
by 0.6 per cent. 

Oman's growth will plunge 
to one per cent from 12.8 per 
cent in 1992 and the UAE’s 
to 03 per cent from 1.2 per 
cent. 

Kuwait, which is still re- 
covering from the 1990 Iraqi 
invasion, win record a two 
per cent growth but this is a 
fraction of the 100 rebuild 
war-damaged facilities. 

Given their limited fanning 
and tourism potential, the 
industrial sector has re- 
mained the focus of the 
GCCs diversification drive. 

According to the Doha- 
based Gulf Organisation for 
Industrial Consultancy, in- 
dustrial investment in the 
GCC stood at $40.7 billion at 
the end of 1993 compared 
with 37.2 billion in 1991. 


World Bank president expects 
‘enormous change 9 in activities 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
After 50 years and $300 bil- 
lion in loans, the World Bank 
president would like to hand 
out less money and be more 
selective about where it goes. 

Lewis Preston said there 
will be ‘•enormous change” at 
the world’s biggest lender. 

Prior to Tuesday’s release 
of a special 50th anniversary 
World Bank report. Mr. Pre- 
ston also said the bank is 
lending more money for en- 
vironmental projects and 
basic health and soda! prog- 
rammes. 

He said the bank’s main 
concern is the world's one 
billion people who live on 
less than a dollar a day. 

“We have to anticipate 
enormous change in some of 
the bank’s activities," Mr. 
Preston said in an interview. 

The World Bank was born 
out of an international con- 
ference at Bretton woods, 
new Hampshire, in July 1944. 
Its mandate is to help recon- 
struct and develop the econo- 
mies of member nations. 

Mr. Preston said in the 
future, the bank will be more 
inclined to get into part- 
nerships with other lenders 
and non-government orga- 
nisations. Despite his vision 


of leaner lending and more 
. carefully crafted policies, 
however, the bank expects to 
make available another $200 
billion over the next decade. 

Critics already were lining 
up to attack the report and 
Mr. Preston’s view of the 
world. 

“Mr. Preston has pros- 
cribed for the bank an ex- 
panded role as Global de- 
velopment stragegist but any 
objective look at the havoc 
that his institution has 
wrought would lead one to 
conclude that its operations 
and power must be signifi- 
cantly cut back,” said Doug 
Hellinger of the Fifty years is 
Enough campaign. 

The campaign accuses the 
bank of allowing its projects 
to destroy the environment 
while "shoving aside the 
poor.” 

Mr. Prestem, who spent 40 
years with one of the world’s 
top private banks, J.P. Mor- 
gan, before becoming World 
Bank president in 1991, says 
some bank critics are talking 
ancient history. 

He defended the bank 
against critics who say its 
11.000-member staff is over- 
weight with economists and 
light on environmentalists 


and social scientists. 

He said the staff now in- 
dudes 200 high-level environ- 
mentalists with 27 more to be 
added next year. 


Record 
imports 
swell 
U.S. May 
trade gap 


WASHINGTON (R) — Re- 
cord imports in May boosted 
the U.S. deficit on trade in 
goods and services to $9.17 
bilKon from $8.53 billion in 
April, the Commerce De- 
partment said Tuesday. 

Imports grew 1.2 per cent 
to a seasonally adjusted 
$65-45 billion while exports 
were up only 0.2 per cent in 
May to $56.27 billion. The 
resulting trade gap was the 
highest since $9-61 billion in 
February and was well above 
Wall Street economists' fore- 
casts of an $8.3 billion short- 
fall. 

The United States typically 
runs a surplus on trade with 
other countries in services 
such as travel and tourism 
. that partly offsets big mer- 
chandise, trade deficits. 

In May, the merchandise 
deficit climbed to $14.07 bil- 
lion from $1334 billion in 
April, the biggest monthly 
gap since October 1987. At 
tiie same time, die surplus on 
services in May rose only 
slightly, to $4.90 billion from 
$4.81 billion. 

The politically sensitive de- 
ficit on trade in goods with 
Japan was down in May to 
$4.39 billion from $5.48 bil- 
lion but still accounted for 
the bulk of the U.S. monthly 
shortfall. 

Clinton administration 
sources said Monday it was 
likely trade sanctions will be 
applied against Japan this 
month. The United States 
gave Japan a July 31 deadline 
to open up its public con- 
tracts business for telecom- 
munications and medical 
technology, but officials said * 
little progress was being 
made. 


THE BETTER HALF, 

GlASSERSErJ 


By Glasbergen 



CHiPSN; 


“If you’re dissatisfied for any 
reason, call my customer service 
line at 1-555-HUS-BAND 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 


\ THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Wfcs AiflWon 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour onSnarv words. 


m 



m 

m&m 




m 

1 ACCOO 


■in 

11 


CLUMON 


rue 

' * 



TAISER 


m 

m 

■ 

m 



HOW THE LAW 
■5TUPENTS 

THEIR 

DISPLEASURE. 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by me above carocn. 


uHr m im 


IranTTX 

{Answers tomorrow) 

• Jumbles: SEIZE PUSSY ENGULF REVERE 
Answer. What overtoadedwsh collectors do - 

REFUSE REFUSE 


Yesterday's 


uJell. DO YOU THINK 
YOU'LL 6ET A GOOD 
REPORT CARP THIS YEAR? 



A REPORT CARD.. 
YOU KNOW, GRAPE5. 
'A.e.C.D.r. 



SOME 5CH00L5 JUST 7 HOW ABOUT. 

GIVE "SATISFACTORY" SHANKS FOR 

OR "UNSATISFACTORY" 1 BEING ucbf* ? I 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JULY 20, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation] 


don't need but the evening 
you able to overcome 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: As 
Mars squares Saturn this morn- 
ing you will have some problems 
you 

finds you able 
obstacles easily and to get on 
with what is most imporant in 
your life. 

ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) 
Make certain you handle respon- 
sibilities you have in a most 
precise manner. Engage in your 
favourite hobby with congenials. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Use diplomacy ii U ;ead of force- 
fulness with loved one at this 
time. Make long-range plans to 
have more abundance. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Try to please family members 
and come to a better understand- 
ing with them. Take no risks 
where your reputation is con- , 
ccmed. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Plan how to have greater 
income in the days ahead. Analy- 
se your aims and gain the support 
you need from others. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Concentrate on how you can be 
more productive in the future. 
An intuitive prompting could be 
erroneous now so don't follow it. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Try to enlist the help of 
loyal friends for a new project 


you have in mind. Make practical 
plans for the days ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Make some needed 
changes at borne so that you have 
more comfort there. Allow time 
for recreational activities you 
enjoy. * 

SCORPIO: (October 237fb 
November 21) This is a good day 
to engage in activities mat most 
' appeal to you. Adopt a philoso- 
phy which can be good for you tn| 
the future. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22| 
to December 21) Try to have 
more harmonious relations with 
family members. Make plans 
which can bring advancement in 
your career. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to! 
January 20) Outline projects you! 
want to put in operation in thd 
future. A good time to visit good) 
friends and relatives. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to! 
February 19) Use good sense in) 
handling matters of communica 
lion and get excellent results. 
Make this a worthwhile day for] 
your career. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Enjoy sma pleasures yon 
like in the coir, any of conge- 
_ nials. Show more devotion to 
‘your loved one and express 
happiness together. 


THE Dally Crossword 


by George Urquturt 


ACROSS 
i Polynesian cloth 
5 Dr . - Salk 

10 Unexpected 


14 Peart Buck 
nsrana 

T5 Sun-dried bnefc 

16 Garden of the 
Gods state: 

■DOr 

17 Caribbean 
Wanda 

19 Vicinity 

20 Goeito 

21 Ansnereo 
sfurpl)' 

23 Bat (rat 

26 Instruct 

27 LAe an aid 
woman 

29 Bering tool 
32 Cartoonist 
Thomas 
35 Zola ravel 

37 Be in debt 

38 Woodwind 

39 Great success 

— flm 
42 Gating 
A3 — homo 1 
u Retained 
*5 Posse's prey 

2 s to musc 

Si Damp 

53 Dressed lussty 
57 Food for me 
gods 

60 Sen Antonio 
landmark 

61 Timid 

62 Stembeck novel 
65 neon's 

department 
6e Tangle . 

67 — qua non 

68 Comedian Pon* 
89 Uikenerm 
TOMarquade — 

DOWN 

T Absorbent cJctri 

2 Cceur tf— . Ida 

3 

* Precede mdraa 

5 Calendar attw. 

6 Strange 





7 Rouge et — 

8 Rea as — 

9 Poem 

10 Not ptgntrfut 

u Sana's home? 

12 To shelter 

13 Urge 
<8 Mangle 
22 P*wie 

24 Soma gear 

25 Sweetnesrt 
2B Legislate 

30 Mmary truant 

31 Requirement 

32 — contendere 
33-— Ben 

Adnenr 

34 Notre Dame's 

city 

SSSongwrtera 

*0 Prey's mate 
* * — Jackson 

46 Lay m vyas 

tl IT - ama *' emtn 
jJMoasagadwus 
50 Unheeding 


Yesterday's Punk ; 


sHnn nnonn nnnn 
rannn onnon nmnni 
trannnnnnQn oono 
anra Boon onnoou 
onacioos □non 
non rnrannQnnn 
□noon norm nnr^n 
nno noranoDD Finn 
nnno pidoid oDomn 
nnoranmnn nno 
ocino DHIHOBITIO 

Firnonnn nnnn onn 
npian ncmnraounfln 
nnom ni3QEin noon 
onos oonnin esiiidb 


52 Sawyer Or 
Keaton 
34 Gymnast 
Comaneci 

55 Maks 
corrections 

56 Gift reopum 
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Business & Finance 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 


in co-op«ratien with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

115. BoH» i« InMmttioiial Markets 


rnmriK? 


Tokyo 

Civic 

,, ' ,p 79. 7."*4 

Sicrttne Fumd 

1.5614 

1. 5606 

Deutsche Mark 

1.5476 

1.5507 

S»iv* Franc 

1 .304$ 

1.3065 

French franc 

5.3065 

5 .3224— 

Japanese \cn 

9S.4I 

46.43 

Knropaw Current I nil 

1.S3S0 

1 - C? 1 ??** 


i m» pyr vrc. 

Iwafnn tlp u iw K in m |,M| 

Eurocun-mcy Interest Rates 


Ow»i 19.7 1994 


Current; 

1 MTU 

3 SITUS 

f. MTHS 

12 MTHS 

1‘A. Dollar 


4.93 




5.00 

5.:s 


DcuLsrhr Mjark , - 

■**r> 

4.b! 



SwK, franc 



4.06 


french franc 


5. J5 


5.S7 

Japanese Yen 

1.6/ 

1.9$ 

1.43 

bo 

European Current; l nil 

5.61 

5.14 

6.12 



lafcrtunt hot mu-. lur mm 

General Bank of Jordan 


inline I V IUU|> I.Mu.mi m rqnralan 
Exchan g« Rata Battetin 


: 19 7 1994 


Currenc> 

Bid 

Offer 

VS. Dollar 


0.69:’0 

Sterling Pound 

1 .0756 

r.osir 

Deutsche Mart. 

T .4443 

0.4463 

Swiss franc 

0.5266 

0 . 5 : 9 : 


0.12 47 

0.1203 

Japanese \ en 

0.699 C 

0.70C? 

Dutch Guilder 

0-5*63 

0.5465 

Swedish Krtma 



Italian Lira 

0.044 S 

0.044 7 

Belgian Franc 



...... 


PM IH 

Other Cm incli 

Dm 

at 10/7 ■’ I*»94 

Currency 

Bid 

OfTer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.6150 

1.4350 

Lebanese Lira 

0.040365 

0.041675 

Saudi Rital 

0.1635 • 

0.1656 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3200 


Qatari Rival 

0.1 875 

0.1665 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2040 

0.2250 

Omani Rival 

1.7740 

1.7960 

UA£ Dirham 

0.1 £7 3 

0.16S5 

Greek Drachma 

0.2735 

0.3165 

Cypriot Pound 

1.3455 

1.4745 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Tueday. 


costs 1.3813/23 

Canadian dollar 

1.5514/24 

Deutscbemarks 

1.7401/11 

Dutch guilders 

1.3086/96 

Swiss francs 

31.95/99 

Belgian francs 

5.3205/55 

French francs 

1557.6/9.1 

Italian lire 

98.37/47 

Japanese yen 

7.7105/05 

Swedish crowns 

6.7885/35 

Norwegian crowns 

6.0963/13 

$1.5618/28 

Danish crowns 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold $384.25/384.75 



Italian 
lira falls 
to record 
low quote 
of i, 006 
to mark 

LONDON (AFP) — The lira 
fell to a record tow point of 
1,006 to the mark during 
trading here on Tuesday be- 
cause dealers were beginning 
tc be concerned that the poli- 
tical crisis in Italy might lead, 
to an early election. 

The previous record low 
point of 1,005 lire had been 
reached on April 2 1993. At 
the close Monday it had been 
priced at 1,003.50 to the 
mark. 

The lira was also marked 
down here to 1,558.50 to the 
dollar from 1,546 Monday, 
293 to the French franc from 
292.1 and 2,434.38 to the 
pound from 2,414. 95. 

At NatWest Capital Mar- 
kets economist Adrian James 
said that the market con- 
tinued to be worried about 
the political situation in Italy 
and feared that controversy 
over a decree restricting the 
use of preventive detention 
might led to an early general 
election. 

The new administration of 
Prime Minister Silvid Berlus- 
coni is in turmoil because it 
has published a decree which 
would prevent magistrates in- 
vestigating corruption from 
using preventive detention. 

In initial trading Tuesday 
the lira had firmed to below 
1,000 to the mark because the 
market interpreted state- 
ments by Mr. Berlusconi as 
implying that the government 
would compromise to calm 
the crisis. 

But later the lira was 
undermined by rumours, 
which were denied, that In- 
terior Minister Roberto 
Maroni had resigned. During 
the weekend Mr- Maroni had 
threatened to resign 


IMF chief: Fed could 
raise interest rates 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Federal Reserve (Fed) 
would be justified in further 
raising U.S. interest rates. 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus said Mon- 
day. 

‘The U.S. economy is run- 
ning at its potential. The 
question can be raised about 
the so-called neutrality of the 
monetary policy in that con- 
text,” Mr. Camdessus said. 

A neutral policy means the 
Fed deems the interbank and 
discount rates have hit a level 
compatible with the eco- 
nomy’s coming growth rate. 

The Fed last raised rates 
May 17, hiking the interbank 
rate to 4.25 per cent and the 
discount rate to 3.50 per cent, 
and experts are forecasting 
new increases for the Fed’s 
policy-making Open Market 
Committee meeting Aug. 16. 

That would strengthen the 
dollar, which has fallen 
sharply in recent weeks, 
especially against the yen. 


making U.S. investments 
cheaper. But Mr. Camdessus 
said the dollar's recent slide 
would not undercut economic 
recovery in Europe. 

But the IMF chief also said 
“if the U.S. wants to preserve 
the present recovery,” it mut 
continue its efforts to slash its 
federal deficit. 

“The U.S. still has an un- 
completed agenda for fiscal 
consolidation. One would ex- 
pect the U.S. authorities to 
adapt their economic policies 
to respond to that question,” 
Mr. Camdessus said. 

Mr. Camdessus also said 
that in Japan, officials “must 
be careful” to avoid slipping 
back into recession. A “reac- 
tion, possibly through use of 

monetary !n«:r«r..cuis could 
be in order,” he said in allu- 
sion to a rates drop. 

He also said that in Europe 
there was room for a prudent 
rates reduction. 

Major industrial econo- 
mies. Mr. Camdessus said, 
should practice “close coor- 


dination of their efforts and 
take advantage of the recov- 
ery to address basic prob- 
lems,” the most important of 
which is reducing the budget 
deficits. 

The IMF chief also shrug- 
ged off repons of a $3.5 
billion figure for aid the IMF 
might grant Russia. 

“This figure has no status 
at all,” Mr. Camdessus said. 
It had been put forth at the 
Group of Seven summit of 
industrialised powers in Na- 
ples. Italy earlier this month. 

Russia is expected to 
negotiate a stand-by credit 
within the next few months 
with the IMF, and Mr. Cam- 
dessus said he was “hopeful 
we will be abie iO have suc- 
cessful negotiations.” 

But that credit is for $1.5 
billion. For the rest, the IMF 
interim committee is discus- 
sing a package of measures to 
boost access to financing for 
all member countries tbat 
present the IMF with strong 
economic programmes. 


High prices worry rubber traders 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Rubber markets are over- 
heating because prices have 
risen sharply in recent 
months, traders said Tues- 
day. warning speculators that 
they risked losses if no cool- 
ing action was taken. 

Traders said that rubber 
prices had shot up by more 
than 70 per cent since the 
beginning of the rally last 
October. 

Ribbed Smoked Sheet 
(RSS) 3, the grade under 
most pressure, was being 
traded at 131.75 cents for the 
spot month futures contract 
here Monday compared with 
75.50 cents back in October. 

While poor weather in pro- 
ducing countries triggered 
tiie price rally, the latest 
round of price increases was 
caused by Chinese purchases, 
overcommitted Thai govern- 
ment sales and speculative 
activity in Japan, dealers 


said. 

Traders said the Thai gov- 
ernment appeared unable to 
meet delivery schedules for 
some 100,000 tonnes it had 
sold because middlemen 
were holding back stocks and 
demanding higher prices. 

“I think the rubber market 
is a bit overdone. I think a lot 
of speculators are going to 
lose a lot of money,” said a 
buyer with a Japanese tyre 
manufacturer. 

“We feel that the paper 
market, especially in Japan, 
is overheated. There is some 
tightness in supply, but 
against the actual supply and 
demand situation the paper 
market is overshooting,” 
another Japanese buyer said. 

“We are afraid the critical 
situation will come soon." 
the buyer said, adding: 
“Tokyo and Kobe must con- 
sider how to make the market 
cool down.*’ 


A Singapore broker sug- 
gested the Japanese rubber 
futures market in Tokyo and 
Kobe raise trading margins to 
dampen speculative interest 
in the commodity. 

But a Japanese buyer said 
raising margins would be only 
a stop-gap measure. “Once 
production improves, the 
market will get back to nor- 
mal." 

Some dealers expect the 
supply squeeze to last for the 
next six months. 

“The Thai boys have said 
we can’t get rubber until next 
year. I think the problem is 
serious. One of these days 
the market is going to come 
under pressure but it*s still 
some way away,” a dealer 
said. 

’If prices go up another 20 
cents (13 U.S. cents) a kilog- 
ramme there will be prob-. 
lems. Now it is manageable,” 
he said. 
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AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT | 
J&bsl Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
•ad Outside Tei ee 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For i*nore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 


*rvl j.iill c- nll l 

5 AWDI TD 14 R 5 

Gwazi 5 aiAdi & Co . 


Extensive Travel 
Services for 
Businessmen and 
Expatriates 


Phone 616217 .Fax. ©4769 
P. 0. Box 183764 Amman - Jordan 
MorerefettttoaCtfroell 


Budget 



TIm FM OmTHoM fa 
n tat hat ■ . 
fa every roam_! 
T.V. Reception” , 


HAKOTEL 


Amman - Tei. 607193 
P.O-Bax 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal R^ddence For 
Expatriates j$nd 


/ 


V 


FAR AND AWAY 
ABETTER 
DECISION 

TEL : 698131 
FAX : 673312 


r CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 




/ _ 


Open daily 124)0 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

S*. Air Conditioned Hail > 


t - 


SELECT HOTEI 


Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 






NeGrEsCo BaR 


A SECURE 

(PUATOTEL 

Sweffiyeh 



.O.Td 
SECURITY 
> HOSPITALITY 
y GASTRONOMY, 




Cafe 


Hamburgers+Pizzas 

ELfTECAFE' 


La Vita Lounge 
12:00 pm - v_- Late 


SEsSSiP 2 

The first ft best 
■ Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Ml tmmw fa avaBsMe 

Open daily 12 : 00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

7. DO — Afidnigfif 

T*L 638968 


SMARTZ 

International Cuisine 

Summer Garden 
Lunches 
Dinneis 
Drinks 
Snacks 


Open 

NoontoUMnfgK 
Seven Diys a Week 


TELEPHONE ■ 815987, 





TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday closed 
Monday: Jprlnks NightLong 

A^nu of Dellcbus Snacks 
TaL 685211 Fax. 617779 
Middle Eaat Hotel - Shmeteanl 






Restaurant 

(2uca£m& 

Lunch & ZUnnET 
7 days a vreak 

Enjoy Our Selection of 

SEA FOOD 


Tel : 6SuOP3,4 Fax: S23864 

Shmosani-Near Babtcbe 

Amman - Jordon 


r 


SZEEHWAN GARBERS, 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical CMmm Foods 
Chefs 


[ OpuU-JQ.IXi&tB-i&b&i | 

Take away is ateasSaSsto 

Shat ALArab Street 
Lkn Uftotati Commercial Centre 

Tel.: 861174 
C«tt Tasted Always icud 
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FOR RENT 


biAtfiman. 

For further details please call 
SANABEL REAL ESTATE 

IEL: 864230 FAX 864231 
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ProfcsrlonaJ Quality in 
2 Hour Service’ 

Develop your colour film z t 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
dee 30 % kMjB&r 

* Free eaferge- 
■ wnt 20 is 30 ce 

Sfazndsani - Opp. Grindlavs 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Maintenance and 
Repair Services 


Done by well trained and 
Professional Technicians 



Phone 60467 1 

H3 Electrolux 



New 
2 safety fuses 
in each lamp 


- Conlormity with the safety stan 
darts EN 60432 and IEC 432 

- LEUCI quality system in accqfd 
ance with the standards ISO 9000 

TeL 613746 - 613622 



Restaurant 
You Know 

Qnr Pazat&Santlwkiies 
NowTrqTTie 

Italian Pasta 

yffltaM* Way 
Spaghetti 
Pome 



Bangladeshi 
tea hit 
by stiff 
competition 

CHITTAGONG, Bang- 
ladesh (AFP) — Surplus pro- 
duction and cheap rates on 
Sri Lankan, Indian and Ke- 
nyan markets are worrying 
Bangladeshi tea traders, offi- 
cials and reports said Tues- 
day. 

The officials said that 
Bangladeshi tea exports had 
registered sharp falls at 
ongoing auctions and that up 
to 40 per cent of offerings had 
been withdrawn. 

“Despite a good harvest, 
we are worried as prices con- 
tinue to decline by three-to- 
four takas at each auction this 
season,” said one broker of 
the current sales round, 
which began late April. 

The price fell to 41.89 taka 
(51.04) per kilogramme from 
46.26 taka ($1.15) in the 
space of four auctions, he 
said. 

Tea is one of Bangladesh's 
major exports, worth 1 .5 bil- 
lion taka ($37.5 million) in 
the year to June. 

“Our tea trade has been 
seriously affected because of 
a price fall in international 
markets, particularly those in 
Sri Lanka and India,” said 
L.H. Khan, director of 
National Brokers Ltd. 

Mr. Khan said most of 
traditional buyers of Bang- 
ladeshi tea were absent from 
the auctions, having taken 
advantage of the lower cost 
of other countries and caus- 
ing a “tremendous slide in 
our prices." 

Major buyers Pakistan and 
Russia took little part in the 
auctions, while Iran, Jordan, 
Poland and European coun- 
tries had not been sighted so 
far, brokers said. 

In Dhaka, the daily Finan- 
cial Express newspaper said 
good crops in Sri Lanka, In- 
dia and Kenya caused tea 
prices to slump. 

Sales on local markets 
were also down because of 
rising sugar and milk prices, 
traders said, while market 
experts also blamed “quality 
conscious” consumers for the 
situation. 

A report of the Bangladesh 
Tea Growers’ Association, 
which represents the coun- 
try’s 151 tea gardens, said 
that during the first six 
months of this year produc- 
tion rose to 17,000 tonnes, a 
jump of 1,500 tonnes on the 
previous corresponding 
period. 

























































































Bay after World Cup final, 
Brazilians revel in victory 


RIO DE JANEIRO. Brazil 
( AP) — The World Cup may 
be over, but Brazil’s party 
carried on in high gear Mon- 
day. 

Some Brazilians stuggled 
- back to work after a night of 
dancing and carnival-like 
menymaking following their 
country's 3-2 victory over Ita- 
ly Sunday. 

But for many die-hard soc- 
cer fans. Brazil’s first World 
Cup win in 24 years was a 
good excuse to keep on 
celebrating. 

Rio's financial district was 
almost deserted. Only the 
street cleaners were busy, 
shoveling mounds of beer 
cups and confetti from down- 
town boulevards and beach- 
side avenues. 

Along Copacabana Beach, 
bands of youths wrapped in 
Brazilian flags cruised up and 
down the strip in pickup 
Trucks and convertible cars 
honking horns and screaming 
“four-time champion." 

Street children tied ribbons 
in the Yellow and green col- 
ours of Brazil's flags to tree 
branches in city parks, and 
sun bathers flocked to 
Ipanema Beach wearing 
grcen-and-yellow bikinis, 
bandanas and swimming 
shorts. 

As the sun rose over famed 


Guanabara bay, rock clim- 
bers scaled the face of Sugar 
Loaf Mountain and nailed a 
green-and-yellow flag to the 
face of the granite mountain. 

- Most banks, schools, post 
offices and stores remained 
shuttered well past noon. 
President Itammar Franco 
declared a half-way holiday 
for government workers, but 
none could be seen heading 
to work, even late Monday 

afternoon. 

Carlos Andre Villela. an 
army leiutenam, said he was 
taking the day off. 

“I’m calling in sick. This is 
a very special day, a day of a 
lifetime." he said. 

Those who woke early 
gathered at newspaper stands 
to read the gigantic sports 
headlines or went to church 
to offer thanks for the victory 
— and to confess to the ex- 
cesses committed during the 
celebrations. 

Block-long lines formed 
outside the emergency ward 
of one of the city’s main 
hospitals, the Souza Aguiar 
Hospital. Doctors said most 
of the patients were revelers 
who suffered bums from fire- 
works. 

In Sao Paulo, Brazil’s big- 
gest city and financial nerve 
centre some people went to 
work wearing team shirts 
with the name of their 


favourite player stitched on 
the back. 

In Recife, capital of Per- 
nambuco state on Brazil’s 
northeast coast, officials pre- 
pared for team's arrival Tues- 
day morning for the first of 
four ticker-tape parades. 

The players will then fly to 
the capital, Brazilia. where 
the president will present 
each one with the merit of 
honour, the country's highest 
award, and then on to Rio. 

In Recife, thousands 
formed a human chain along 
Boa Viagem Beach draped in 
Brazilian flags and wearing 
green-and-yellow wigs, body 
paint, glitter and lipstick. 

"The party’s not over yet, 
it's just beginning,’' said Con- 
ceicao Monteiro da Silva, a 
high school student. 

Brazil beat Italy 3-2 in a 
shoot-out of penalty kicks af- 
ter an overtime game. The 
victory was particularly satis- 
fying to a country reeling 
under 45 per cent monthly 
inflation, corruption scandals 
and growing urban violence, 
and where soccer is practical- 
ly a state religion. 

“The Brazilian people who 
suffered so many social injus- 
tices deserve this vitory as a 
tribute to their happiness,'’ 
Brazilian soccer Icon Pele 
said Sunday. 



Brazilian fans form a conga line as they dance Pasadena to celebrate Snail’s World Cap 
down Colorado Boulevard in old town victory (AFP photo) 


Americans launch 10-year 


scheme for U.S. 


Swedish team back to 
cheers, flags, praise 


PASADENA (R) — Amer- 
ican soccer chief Alan 
Rothenberg said Monday he 
planned to bring the sport up 
to the same level as Amer- 
ican football, basketball and 
baseball in the U.S. within 
the next decade. 

Rothenberg told a news 
conference the month-long 
World Cup which finished 
Sunday had proved a much 
bigger success than anyone 
had expected and had pro- 
vided the platform for a pro- 
fessional league which is 
fanned to start next April. 

Rothenberg. head of the 
U.S. World Cup organising 
committee, the American 
Soccer Federation and the 
professional league, major 
league soccer, said most of 
the U.S. World Cup players 
would join the new 1? team 
grouping next year. 

“Everything we do is long- 
term.” he said. “We expect 
12,000 to 13.000 average 
crowds at the start and we 
will build slowly from that. 

“We’re not expecting over- 
night success. It could take 10 
years to move our sport to 
the level of the big ones — 
toot ball, baseball and basket- 
ball. 

“The Iasi 31 davs have 


been dream-like. But we’re 
realists. We realise that the 
pasth ahead won’t be the 
instant success it appeared in 
these 31 days.” 

Rothenberg said the U.S. 
team had also gained in re- 
spect and bad been invited to 
play at the Maracana Sta- 
dium in Rio against world 
champions Brazil and against 
England at Soccer Temple 
Wembley. 

“Before we would have 
had to beg and probably pay 
them to play us.” he said. 
“Now we’re getting that kind 
of offer.” 

Rothenberg said television 
ratings for the World Cup in 
the United States had been 
surprisingly high and that an 
opinion poll by a television 
network released Sunday 
showed six in 10 Americans 
wanted a professional soccer 
league. 

The U.S. soccer chief also 
announced a four-year spon- 
sorship deal with a fitness and 
footwear company that 
would cover American 
national team squads. 

Sunday’s final at the 
Pasadena Rose Bowl, 
attended by a record crowd 
of 94,194, had netted around 
$43.5 million, he said, a re- 


soccer 

cord for any single sporting 
event. 

Crowds at the 52-game 
tournament topped 3.5 mil- 
lion. more than a million 
more than at the previous 
best in Italy four years ago. 
with the average figure at 
70,700. 

Applauding the warmth of 
the fans and the trouble-free 
atmosphere. Rothenberg 
said: “What we had was a 
gigantic love in. 

“People had a wonderful 
time together, enjoying each 
others' company. That’s 
what’s going to stay in my 
memory. It was a great thing 
for the U.S. and the world.” 

FIFA General Secretary 
Sepp Blatter said the finals 
could return in the United 
States at any time after the 
next tournament in France in 
1998. although he indicated it 
might not happen in the near 
future. 

He said Asia was likely to 
get the 2002 finals, for which 
Japan and South Korea are 
bidding, and Germany had 
expressed an interest in 2006. 

Blotter said he had spoken 
to South African representa- 
tives Sunday about staging 
the finals for the first time in 
Africa in 2006 or later. 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden 
(AP) — More than 100.000 
fans weclomed home 
Sweden’s national soccer 
team Monday in a raucous 
celebration of the team's 
third-place finish in the 
World Cup. 

Escorted by fighter jets, 
the players, chartered jetliner 
landed at Stockholm's Arlan- 
da Airport, where they were 
greeted by fans, airport 
workers, sports officials and 
even the prime minister, 
backed by a military band 
and brigade of fire trucks. 

“This performance by the 
players was among the best 
ever,” Prime Minister Carl 
Bildt said at a brief airport 
news conference, surrounded 
by a tired-looking but excited 
Swedish team. 

After losing the semifinal 
last week to Brazil 1-0, the 
team went on to trounce Bul- 
garia 4-0 on Saturday in the 
third-place game. It was 
Sweden's finish since takin g 
second place in 1958 when it 
lost to Brazil in the final. 

“Before interested in (soc- 
cer) and one more interested. 
And afterwards, there is only 
one group,” Bildt said. 
“Guess who?” 

The team rode from the 
airport in open-air cars to a 


downtown park for a rally, 
passing fans waving banners 
and wrapped in the national 
blue-and-yeilow flags. Heli- 
copters buzzed overhead sus- 
pending huge Swedish flags, 
and planes circled with ban- 
ners congratulating the team. 

' Police estimated that 
100.000 people in total 
turned out for the players 
return, half of whom jammed 
into the park where they 
heard speeches and a musical 
tribute. When the players 
finally arrived on stage, they 
were met with a massive roan 
“Sweden, Sweden, Sweden.” 

Two people were hospital- 
ised for injuries suffered 
when the crowd pressed to- 
ward the stage, wedging them 
against a fence, police said. 
Fifty others were treated m 
he park for minor injuries. 

Despite the cheers, some 
fans wer clearly upset by the 
semifinal loss — hospitals re- 
ported treating an unusually 
high number of hand injuries 
last week — from people 
pounding their fists in frustra- 
tion. 

Still, many were elated that 
the team bad recovered from 
a disapointing performance 
in the 1992 European Cham- 
pionship. 


Magic moments at World Gup ’94 



LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
. Whether it was Diego Mara- 
dona’s drug ban. Roberto 
Baggio's last minute goals, or 
; Finidi George's celebratory 
bark, there was something to 
interest everyone at World 
Cup ‘94 

Russia's Oleg Salenko pul- 
. fed out the stops against 
. Cameroon to score a record 
; five goals in one World Cup 
mutch when they won 6-1 in 
their group. But that was not 
enough to qualify following 
losses to Brazil and Sweden. 

Saudi Arabia took over 
Cameroon's pioneering man- 
tle from the last World Cup. 

Cameroon moved through 
. to the quarterfinals in 1990 to 
: become the first African na- 
tion ever to go that far. This 
■ time, the Saudis became the 
first .Asian nation to make the 
second round of the World 
Cup since North Korea man- 
aged it in 1966. 

And striker Saeed 
Owairan's fifth minute solo 
goal, eventually enough to 
beat Beglium and qualify 
from Group F, was 
Maradona-like in its quality. 

Owairan began the move 
inside his own half, beat four 
Opponents before shooting 
past the advancing Michel 
Preud’homme from 12 
metres. It was the first goal 
. the Belgian goalkeeper had 
; conceded. 

Roberto Baggio’s goals 
* under extreme pressure final- 
“ !v dosed the debate on 


whether he can produce his 
genius when it matters. 

In the second round, 
Nigeria were only two mi- 
nutes away from an historic 
win when the World and 
European player of 1993 
struck. 

And 10 minutes into extra 
time. Baggio lobbed a ball 
into the path of Antonio Be- 
nanivo, who was knocked 
down by Augustine Egua- 
voen. Baggio strode up and 
hit the spot kick home off the 
post. 

Baggio scored the best goal 
of the 1990 tournament 
against Czechoslovakia, and 
his goal against Spain ip the 
quarterfinal was similarly 
magical. 

At 1-1 in the 87th minute, 
Giuseppe Signori hooked the 
ball into the Baggio’s path. 
Baggio rounded keeper 
Andoni Zubizarreta and shot 
home from an acute angle as 
Spanish defender Abelardo 
desperately tried to block at 
the near post. 

Two goals midway through 
the first half against Bulgaria 
in a 2-1 semifinal victory 
further increased the stature 
of this Juventus star. 

Giantkillers Bulgaria car- 
ried on the shocks at the 
finals following their drama- 
tic qualification last Novem- 
ber when Emil Kostadinov 
scored with 10 seconds re- 
maining against France to 
knockout the 1982 and 1986 
semifinalists. 


Roberto Baggio 

In the knockout stages, 
wins over Argentina and 
Germany, which included a 
stunning free kick from Hristo 


Stoichkov, earned them a 
semifinal spot. 

On the down side, Mara- 
dona was banned after testing 


positive in a drugs test. Brazi- 
lian Leonardo was suspended 
for four matches for elbowing 
American Tab Ramos in the 
left temple, and FIFA slap- 
ped a massive eight-match 
ban on Italian Mauro Tassotti 
after he broke Spaniard Luis 
Enrique’s nose. 

. On a lighter note, the prize 
for trying to make the most of 
a bad situation must go to 
Mexican keeper Jorge Cam- 
pos. 

In the second round 
against Bulgaria, the back of 
his goal coDapsed and Cam- 
pos urged the reference to 
keep the game going while a 
microphone stand held up 
one side of the net. However 
the ref would not agree and 
the goal was eventually re- 
placed. 

And footballers were still 
going down like flies in near 
death throes afte r being 
fouled, despite FIFA guide- 
lines to caution a player 
feigning injury. And there 
were many times when a 
player was carried off on a 
stretcher for treatment, only 
to run around like a deer a 
few minutes later. 

As for “wdfsts” at the 
World Cup, Greece, who 
conceded 10 goals and scored 
none in defeats by Argentina. 
Bulgaria and Nigena must 
'take the prize. 

Had they nabbed some 
third generation Greeks off 
the streets of America, they 
may not have done worse/ 


FIFA looks 
for way out 
of penalty 
shoot-outs 

PASADENA (R) — A 
sudden-death “golden goal” 
could decide an unresolved 
match in the 1989 World 
Cup. 

Bat FIFA will also consid- 
er other ways of avoiding a 
repeat of the penalty shoot- 
out which decided Sunday’s 
'final, FIFA General Secret- 
ary Sepp Blatter said Mon- 
day. 

“The problem is we can’t 
play indefinitely, so perhaps 
"a solution coaid be to add 10 
more minutes (after extra- 
time),” he said the day after 
Brazil beat Italy 3-2 on 
penalties after regulation and 
extra time — 120 minutes of 
soccer in stifling heal — had 
failed to produce a goal. 

Blatter said for the 1988 
World Cup in Francd a system 
of sudden-death would be in- 
troduced in extra time, with a 
goal — the “golden goal” — 
ending the match and decid- 
ing the winner. 

But if no goals were scored 
in extra time, the game would 
still have to be (tedded by a 
penalty shoot-out. 

He said FIFA, soccer's 
world governing body, would 
consider further possibilities 
but he personally would pre- 
fer not to extend the game 
beyond 120 minutes, particu- 
larly in conditions like these 
which prevailed for USA '94. 

“Yesterday it would not 
have been possible to add 
more time because, in these 
conditions, playing for more 
than two hours would affect 
the health of the players.” he 
said. 

If no goal fell in extra time, 
teams should accept the 
penalty sboot-out. Blatter 
added. 

“We were not happy 
yesterday... but we had to 
have a winner and you can’t 
repeat the match.” 

Choosing the winner on 
the strength of corners won 
or fewer bookings would also 
b e un satisfactory, he said. 

FIFA has already intro- 
duced “sudden -death” in 
youth competition. It is used 
in Japan and the European 
Football Union (UEFA) will 
operate it at the 1996 Euro- 
pean championship in Eng- 
land. 

. FIFA would also study 
further future options, con- 
sulting players, coaches and 
the media. Blatter said. 

"At the moment we can 
offer nothing better,” he 
said. looking back sadly on 
Sunday's penalty shoot-out 
which resolved the World 
Cup final between Brazil and 
Italy, though he would rather 
have had the sudden-death 
option. 

“We expected these two 
brilliant teams would give us 
a brilliant performance. They 
gave it, but only in extra time 
and in the penalty shoot- 
out,” Blatter said. 


Dufy Free SAAB 900,1988 For Sale 


in excellent condition , White color j 
Automatic gear , Air condition i 

. . Interested Cal! 643627/8 Between 10 AM to 4 PM | 


FOR RENT j^e^ ; 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

☆ Studio of one bedroom. K & B. 

* One bedroom living room K & B. 

☆ Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Annual Rant - Ownar Tel.: 667882/642351 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT *■ 

(ON YEARLY BASIS) 

Well-fumisnea, two bedrooms, living room, uining room 
kitchen and guest toilet Independent central heating' 
telephone and T.V. Enclosed inner garden. 

Location: Musa Ben Nuseir Street behind the Prime 
Minister's Office, between 4th and 5th Circles. 

For more information, please contact tel.: 837690 
daily between 9:00 a.m, — 2:00 pjn. 


Sacchi jeered as 

Italy come home 


ROME (R) — Italy’s soccer 
coach Arrigo Sacchi flew 
home to jeers from disgrun- 
tled fans Tuesday when he 
returned with the team aftcT 
their defeat to Brazil in the 
World Cup final. 

About 1,000 supporters, 
some with tears in their eyes, 
gathered at Rome’s Fiumici- 
no Airport to see the squad 
return from Los Angeles 
where they went down to die 
Br azili ans 3-2 on penalties 
Sunday. 

The players, many of them 
looking dejected, received a 
warm welcome but a group of 
fens waving banners for Ita- 
lian club Lazio and chanting 
“Signori” heckled Sacchi. 

In a controversial decision. 
Sacchi did not play Lazio 
striker and league top scorer 
Giuseppe. Signori in the final. 

“They’re ignorant and I’ve 
had it up here to with ignor- 
ant people,” Sacchi tola re- 
porters. 

“I have no reason to be 
Utter. Brazil played better 
■than we did and so they 
deserved to win the World 
Cup.” 

Star striker Roberto Bag- 
gio, whose missed penalty 
kick sealed Italy’s defeat in 
the first World Cup decided 
on a penalty shoot-out, was 
one of the few players with a 
smile as he descended from 
the aircraft. 

He blew kisses to the 
crowd before police escorted 
him to a mini-van which car- 
ried him off to a reunion with 
friends and relatives. 

Midfielder Antonio Benar- 
rivo put a brave face on 
defeat saying Italy had 


provei. itself “the second best 
team it. the world." 

“I can’t believe all these 
people have come to thank 
us." Benarrivo said as he 
paraded with teammates in 
front of screaming fens after 
the 12-hour flight from Los 
Angeles. 

Several players, including 
midfielders Dino Baggio and 
Roberto Donadoni and for- 
ward Gianfranco Zola, still 
seemed in shock over Italy’s 
loss. 

Donadoni, who frowned 
most of the time and hung his 
head low, said some fans 
were ungrateful- 

“We could have been 
spared some of these re- 
marks,” be said, referring to 
criticism of Sacchi’s choice 
not to play Signori. 

Signori, the Italian league's 
top scorer for the past two 
seasons, was bubbly over the 
■turnout. “It makes me very 
happy to see all these people 
here,” he said. 

Zola, whose World Cup 
lasted about 10 minutes after 
he was sept off in the last 16. f 
against Nigeria, walked away 
from the squad, his head 
down. 

A fan favourite, the 
diminutive Sardinian had 
been eligible to play in the 
final but, like Signori, was 
.relegated to the bench by 
Sacchi. 

Players in the 22-strong 
squad were taking a two 
week vacation before rejoin- 
ing their dubs to prepare for 
-the new season, which starts 
in the first week of Septem- 
ber. 



Swedish captain Jonas Them watches as referee Jose Torres 
Cadena gives him a red card for a foul during a semifinal 
match (AFP photo) 


FIFA crackdown on 
foul play hits both 


players, 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — If 
not for anything else, the 
1994 World Cup will be 
chroni cled as the tournament 
where FIFA took no prison- 
ers in its fight against foul 
play. 

Yellow cards were up by 
almost a third on Italia *90 
and although dismissals from 
red cards were much the 
same as four years ago, trans- 
gressors felt the full weight of 
judicial retribution. 

Italian defender Mauro 
Tassotti created World Cup 
history when he became the 
first player suspended after 
trial by video. 

In a derision that even 
Tassotti’s bloodied Spanish 
victim, Luis Enrique, called ex- 
cessive, the 34-year-old AC 
Milan right back was b anish ed 
for eight matches, effectively 
ending his international play- 
ing days. 

“We derided we had to 
make an example of him,” 
said Disciplinary Committee 
chairman Marcel Mathier, 
whose panel reviewed the 
videotape 10 times before 
reaching its derision. 

Defender Leonardo missed 
out on Brazil’s first World 
Cup final in 24 years when he 
was booted out for four 
matches for elbowing U.S. 
midfielder Tab Ramos in a 
second round game. 

Ramos was concussed and 
detained overnight in hospit- 
al with a hairline fracture of 
the skull sidelining him for 
between three to six months. 

Romanian forward Ion 
Vladoiu’s World Cup . ended 
in ignominy when he was sent 
home after incurring a three- 
match ban for a wild thigh- 
high challenge on Swiss strik- 
er Stephan e Chapuisat. He 
had only been on the field for 
three minutes as a second 
half substitute. 

Conversely, there were dis- 
missals that looked harsh. 
Sometime nervy match offi- 
cials obeyed FIFA’s foul play 
to the fetter. The red- 
carding of Sweden captain 


referees 

Jonas Thera is a case in print 
with his innocuous-looking 
challenge on Brazilian Dunga 
in the semifinals. 

FIFA trumpeted that never 
before had referees been 
more intensively drilled in 
preparation for a World Cup. 

In a release at the start of 
the tournament, the sport’s 
governing body said: “The 
1994 World Cup symbolises a 
new generation of younger, 
more dynamic match officials 
— not just outwardly recog- 
nisable by their colourful, 
stylish uniforms, but by their 
readiness to implement the 
laws more positively. 

“That means, quite simply, 
encouraging attacking play 
and shielding creative genius 
on the field more effectively 
from technically inferior 
opponents, who delve in dirty ^ 
tricks to stop it.” * 

FIFA used its same zealous 
accountability for its match 
officials, shipping home those 
they deemed unacceptable at 
World Cup level. 

Highly-regarded Swiss re- 
fereee Kurt Roctlisbergcr, 
rated by some observers as a 
favourite to officiate in fee 
final, was unceremoniously 
sent packing after denying 
Belgium’s Josip Weber- an 
apparent penalty in their 3-2 
second round loss to 
many in Chicago. 

“Roethiisberger had been 
one of the best referees in the 
competition, but he will MS 
referee again in the tourna- 
ment,” said FIFA General 
Secretary Sepp Blatter. , 

FIFA, stung by critirisffl of 
refereeing standards at Italia 
*90 with even Blatter fee 0 
among the loudest to. coo* 
plain, took measures 
sure there would be no repetf 
in the United States.- 

“There is more fair play** 1 
the field,” said Blatter, 
referees have strictly i®- 
* piemen ted the laws' of the 
game and we are very safe* 
fied with the performances®* 
the referees and linesmen- 
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Brazil win is not official 

PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — Brazil’s World Cup victory 
won’t show up in the official record. The championship 
victory over Italy Sunday came in a shootout, and that 
means that the final standings show Brazil and Italy tied in 
the last game. Brazil finished with a record of five victories, 
two ties and no losses. The only unbeaten team in the 
tournament, according to statistics released by FIFA, 
soccer’s governing body. Italy was second on the official 
list, at 4-2-1. Tiebreaker shootouts don’t count as a victory 
or loss in the standings, and goals scored in the penalty 
don’t count for an individual’s tournament total. That 
means that — despite getting a goal in the shootout — 
Brazil's Romano finished with five goals, one less than 
than 1 World Cup leaders Oleg Salenko of Russia and Hristo 
Stoichkov of Bulgaria. 

Brazil top of the polls 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Brazil not only won the World 
Cup a record fourth time Sunday, they were also the fairest 
ana most entertaining. Brazil topped FIFA’s fair play table 
ahead of the Netherlands, Sweden and Italy and according 
to a U.S. poll were the most entertaining side ahead of 
Nigeria, Italy and Bulgaria. “It goes .to show that you can 
be fair-play and win,” FIFA General Secretary Sepp 
Blatter said here Monday. He said there were eight fonts 
less per match ion USA 94 than there had been in Italy four 
years ago. 

Cup to set record TV audience 

NEW YORK (AP) — Brazil’s shootout victory over Italy 
in the World Cup final got a 12.4 overnight rating, Nielsen 
Media Research said Monday, and probably will wind up 
wth a record soccer audience for U.S. television. The 
overnight rating, taken from samplings of 32 major 
markets, topped the 10.2 overnight rating for the United 
States' second-round loss to Brazil on July 4. That game 
wound up with a 9.3 national rating, the current record for 
soccer on U.S. television. The national rating for Sunday’s 
final will be released Thursday. Sunday’s game, telecast by 
the ABC network, got a 29 share, swamping the opposition 
on the CBS and ABC networks. The Ameritech Senior 

S xn on CBS got a 2.3 rating and a 5 share, and Big Apple 
assic women's tournament on ABC got a 1.3 rating and a 
3 share, The rating is the percentage of the television 
households in the nation watching a programme and the 
share is the percentage among televisions on at the time. 
ABC figures to wind up with an average rating of between 
5.0 and 6.0 for 11 telecasts, above what U.S. World Cup 
orgniser Alan Rothenberg said was the network's pre- 
World Cup projection of 4.0-4.5. The next scheduled 
soccer telecast on U.N. network television is a year away: 
The final of the new soccer league Rothenberg says-he will 
launch in 1995. 

Race not an issue at Simpson's trial 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — O. J . Simpson’s lawyer said race 
win not be an issue at the upcoming murder trial of the 
former U.S. football star, although he will try to show that 
police police allegedly planted a bloody glove at his client's 
bouse. “Race is not and will not be an issue in this defence. 
The only thing we are looking at is credibility of witnesses,” 
Robert Shapiro said Monday. The defence attorney was 
responding to allegations made Sunday in the New Yorker 
magazine that he would attempt to prove that racism had 
pro m pted detective Mark Fah nnaii, - who Is wM tg,~to~plant 
a bloody glove at the Los Angeles home of the former 
football star, who is black. The glove, the prosecution's 
strongest evidence, matched one found June 12 a few miles 
away at the murder site of Simpson's former wife Nicole 
Brown Simpson, 35. and her friend Ronald Goldman, 25, 
both of whom were also white. Fuhrman has denied having 
planted the gjove. Simpson, 47, has pleaded not guilty to 
the double murder and is being held without bah. He is 
scheduled to be arraigned Friday. 

Luge champion injured in lightning flash 

VIENNA (R) — Luge World Cup holder Markus Prock 
suffered minor injuries after he was thrown by the force of 
a boh of lighting as the was mountaineering , the Austrian 
APA news agency reported Tuesday. Austria's Olympic 
luge silver medallist, was one of a group of five climbers 
descending the Grossglockner, Austria's highest mountain, 
when they were caught in a thunder storm. The blast from a 
bolt of lightning which struck nearby threw Prock and a 
woman companion, who were roped to the rest of the 
group, onto a rock wall 20 metres below the path they had 
been on. Prock suffered a broken nose and bruises to his 
leg. His companion was only slightly hurt. “Both were very 
lucky,” the head of the mountain air rescue team which 
brought the pair down said. “If they had not been roped 
together they would have fallen 400 metres.” 
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Opening lead: Queen of 4 
With the Summer North Ameri- 
can Championships being held only 
a few hours drive away. Trump 
Coup Tommy decided to organize a 
team to play in the Spingold Knock- 
out Team Championship. As our 
readers well know. Tommy was a 
rather ordinary player who had the 
ability to me to great heights when 
trumps broke badly. 

No opening bid other than two no 
trump even entered Tommy's mind. 
After alL if he opened one diamond 


partner might pass (or get to play 
the hand!) when game could be 
claimed. North made a four-level 
transfer i«w.ri hearts then asked for 
aces and bid the. small slam on 
lenming that North -South pos- 
sessed all four. 

West started the top of the dub 
sequence, won in the closed hand 
with the see. Tommy led a trump 
and tha appearance of the king from 
West m, to him. a sight far sore 
eyes. Now there was the danger of 
two trump losers and Tommy’s pe- 
culiar atriltn were honed to laser- 
beam sharpness. 

After winning the ace of hearts, 
the Irlng of chibs was raahad fol- 
lowed by a dob ruff The two top 
spades ww cashed and a spade was 
ruffed. When declarer next played 
off two top diamonds, discarding 
the last chib from dummy. East 
tried to (rive Tommy a wrong im- 
pression of the hand by dropping 
the queen. But Tommy needed to 
shorten dummy's trump holding 
once more and had no alternative 
other than to ruff a diamond. 

With North and East now both 
down to nothing but three trumps, 
Tommy exiled with the tight of 
hearts. East was forced to win with 
the nine, but than had to lead a 
Hump sway from the jack into the 
table's Q 10. Making six-odd! 


Don King says 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Box- 
ing promoier Don King said 
Monday his recent indict- 
ment on charges that he 
schemed to file false insur- 
ance claims, proves “how 
good I really am.” 

The flamboyant promoter 
with the electric-shock hair 
indicted Thursday by a Man- 
hattan federal jury on nine 
counts or wire fraud in connec- 
tion with a cancelled 1991 
flight between Julio Cesar 
Chavec and Harold Brazier. 

King, 62, who now lives in 
Florida after years in foe 
Cleveland area, faces a possi- 
ble maximum sentence of five 
years in prison and a 
$250,000 fine on each of the 
counts. 

“To not even thinking ab- 
out that right now,” King 
said when asked about the 
indictment. “You know what 
Fm doing? Selling fights.” 

Part of King's sales pitch 
Monday was the announce- 
ment that he has signed 
Michael Carbajal, a former 
1988 Olympic gold medalist 
and current World Boxing 
Council (WBC) and Interna- 
tional Boxing Federation 
(IBF) junior flyweight cham- 
pion, to his stable of fighters. 

King has dominated boxing 
for years beginning with his 
promotion of Mohammad All 
in the 1970s and recently with 
Mike Tyson before Tyson 
went to prison for rape. 


King, in his typical ramb- 
ling style that uses every 
opportunity to cloak the 
promoter in patriotism, man- 
aged to involve Paul Revere 
and theh Declaration of Inde- 
pendence on Monday as 
often as be did boxing. 

“I am completely inno- 
cent,” King said at a news 
conference. “Fve been under 
indictment all my life., 
brother. This is what demon-" 
strates how good I really 
am.” 

King’s latest legal prob- 
lems stem from the planned 
Chavez-Brazier fight, for 
which King had a $750,000 
cancellation insurance policy 
with Iloyd’s of London, 
q Chavez was injured in 
sparring and the fight was 
cancelled. King is charged 
with devising a scheme to 
defraud the insurers by filing 
false documents alleging los- 
ses from the cancellation. 

King has had numerous 
legal troubles, including a 
1984 indictment on 23 counts 
of federal tax evasion for 
allegedly skimming more 
than $1 million from Don 
King Productions, of which 
he is president. He was ac- 
quitted of all charges in 1985. 

He was convincted of man- 
slaughter in 1967 and served 
four years in prison. He also 
was fudged in 1954 to have 
killed a man in self-defence. 


Judge upholds NBA 
draft, salary cap 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion's (NBA) salary cap, col- 
lege draft and right of first 
refusal have been declared 
legal by a fed-up judge who 
urged foe league and its play- 
ers to stay out of court in the 
future. 

Monday’s derision by U.S. 
district judge Kevin Duffy 
was in line with previous rul- 
ings giving professional 
sports wide latitude to work 
out labour agreements out- 
side of some laws limiting 
other businesses. 

Duffy downplayed the leg- 
al significance, noting the 
issue had been in federal 
court at least three times 
before and saying he was 
“convinced... neither party 
cares about this litigation or 
the result.” 

“Both are simply using the. 
court as a bargaining chip in 
the collective bargaining pro- 
cess,” he said. 

The ruling freed teams to 
immediately resume signing 
contracts with players, a 
practice that had been stop- 
ped by the court pending 
resolution of the dispute. 

. Duffy rejected foe NBA 
players association’s argu- 
ment that the salary cap 
violated antitrust law. faying 
the NBA was not subject to 
the law as long as it has a 
collective bargaining rela- 
tionship with foe union. 

Duffy criticised the NBA’s 
lawyers for “sharp and shady 
practices of the type that 
most ethical lawyers shun” 
for filing its lawsuit as a pre- 
emptive strike because the 
union had threatened to sue. ' 
The union countersued. 

Promising everything was 
now open to negotiation, 
NBA Deputy Commissioner 
Russ Granik said he hoped 
“now foe players will come 
back to foe bargaining table 
so we can move forward.” 


Buck Williams of the Port- 
land Trail Blazers, president 
of the NBAplayers associa- 
tion, said: “The most impor- 
tant point that judge Duffy 
wanted to make is he wants 
us to settle this thing at the 
collective bargaining table. It 
may take a good while, but 
eventually that’s what's going 
to happen.” 

The players plan to appeal. 
“Very quickly,” promised 
Frederick Schwartz Jr., a 
laywer for the players. 

Dufiy urged both sides to j 
bargain. 

“No court, no matter how 
highly situated, can replace 
this time-honoured manner 
of labour dispute resolution,” 
he said. “Rather than clog- 
ging the courts with unneces- 
sary litigation, the parties 
should pursue this course.” 

Since foe salary cap was 
put in place in 1982 as several 
teams faced financial prob- 
lems, player salaries and be- 
nefits have soared from $79.6 
million to $535 million as 
league revenues leaped from 
$135.2 million to $945 mil- 
lion. The formula distributes 
53 peT cent of the NBA's 
gross revenues equally 
among the teams. 

The right of first refusal 
allows a team to prevent a 
free-agent player with fewer 
than four seasons from going 
elsewhere if it matches the 
salary terms offered by the 
new team. 

Duffy's ruling followed a 
one-day trial last week that 
featured testimony from 
Buck Williams, Dominique 
Wilkins and Danny Manning. 
The players testified that res- 
trictions on the players pre- 
vented them from full enjoy- 
ment despite multimiliion- 
dollar salaries. Last season, 
Williams made $4.7 million, 
Wilkins $3.5 million and 
Manning $3.2 million. 


WANTED 

Graduate Engineer in Electronics, Electrical or Compu- 
ter Science. 

Age between 30 - 40 years. 

Work experience: 8 years minimum. 

Experience in marketing sales, and contracts of tele- 
communications products and services preferably in 
transmission systems such as microwave and fiber 
optics. 

Fluent in spoken and written English. 

Possess a driver's licence. 

Outgoing and convincing. 

Should- be of Indian, Philippines, Bengladeshi or Pakis- 
tani nationality. 

Please call tel.: 862057 


Moroccan parliament 
demands shakeup after 
World Cup debacle 
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Conti wins Tour 
de France stage 


RABAT, Morocco (AP) — 
After the failure, the blame: 
Morocco’s parliament is de- 
manding heads for the soccer 
team’s 0-3 record in the 
World Cup, considered a 
national humiliation. 

The critics, supported by 
press and public opinion, are 
picking apart the team’s 
training and coach Abdullah 
B1 in da’s tactics and deman- 
ding that the Royal Soccer 
Federation's leaders be fired. 

. Sports Minister Driss 
Alaoui M'Daghri was forced 
to defend himself last Friday 

saying that bis ministry “can- 
not interfere in the selection 
of players or the coach’s tac- 
tical choices.” 


The deputies informed the 
minister that millions were 
“bitterly disappointed after 
Morocco's debacle,” accord- 
ing to press reports of the 
encounter. 

They demanded that the 
North African country's 
physical education and sports 
organisation and infrastruc- 
ture be thoroughly over- 
hauled. 

Morocco’s poor showing 
symbolised foe recent decline 
of soccer in Arab north Afri- 
ca, which once dominated the 
continent, to black sub- 
Saharan countries like Came- 
roon and Nigeria. 

Morocco lost 1-0 to Bel- 
gium, 2-1 to Saudi Arabia 
and 2-1 to foe Netherlands. 


Buchwald heads for Japan 

FUKUOKA, Japan (AFP) — German international Guido 
Buchwald joined foe Urawa Red Diamonds, currently last 
in Japanese football’s J-League, bene Tuesday. The 33- 
year-old former Stuttgart defender, a member of Ger- 
many's 1990 World Cup winning squad, played three games 
in foe United States during this year's event. Buchwald, 
who signed an 18-month contract, is expected to make his 
Japanese debut in a knock-out tournament starting July 27. 


L'ALPE D’HUEZ, France 
(AP) — Robert Conti of Italy 
took Tuesday's stage in the 
Tour de France as the race 
moved to foe Alps with the 
famed climb to L'AIpe 
d’Huez. Miguel Indurain 
held onto the overall lead. 

Cbnti took control of a 
small group that broke away 
from foe main pack at the 
bottom of the final 1, 860- 
metre (6,100-fbot) ascent. He 
went out on his own with 
about 10 kilometres (six 
miles) left and won by more 
than two minutes over Her- 
man Buenahora of Colombia. 

The tour bypassed I’Alpe 
cTHuez last year and returned 
this year without Andy 
Hampsten, who in 1992 be- 
came foe first American to 
win foe stage. He fell in 
training, injuring his knee 
and shoulder a week before 
the start of foe tour July 2. 

Starting Tuesday's stage, 
Conti was almost 18 minutes 
behind Indurain in the over- 
all standings and gained ab- 
out 10 minutes with his per- 
formance. 

Richard Virenque, second 


in the overall standings, took 
off alone on the final moun- 
tain and tried to build up time 
against Indurain. 

But the three-time defend- 
ing champion decided to take 
control of things when Viren- 
que had about a 90-second 
edge. With less than three 
kilometres (two miles) left, 
Indurain increased the pace, 
and ended out finishing only 
35 seconds behind Virenque. 

There are three more days 
left in the Alps, including a 
individual time trial Friday. 
-However none of Indurain’s 
top rivals are left to challenge 
him. 

Tony Rominger, Claudio 
Chiappucci and Gianni Bug- 
no, who placed second to 
Indurain foe last three years, 
are all out of the race because 
of a virus or exhaustion. 

Three-time champion Greg 
Lemond — the last person 
before Indurain to win the 
Tour dc France — dropped 
out a week ago. Lance Arm- 
strong. who succeeded Bug- 
no as world champion, drop- 
ped out Monday. 


Meola switches brands of football 


HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. (AP) 
— Tony Meola, the only 
player on the U.S. soccer 
team who could touch the 
ball with his bands, is now a 
kicker for American foot- 
ball’s New York Jets. 

The Jets announced 
Monday that they signed 
Meola, goalkeeper for the 
American World Cup 
team, to a contract at an 
undisclosed amount. 

“We gave Tony quite an 
extensive workout late last 
week and were really im- 
pressed by his leg strength 
and accuracy,” jets Gener- 
al Manager Dick Steinberg 
said, “we feel that with 
exprience and some techni- 
que work, he has the 
potential to be a solid NFL 
(National Football League) 
placekicker." 


The 25-year-old was one 
of foe most high profile 
members of foe U.S. team 
that made history by 
reaching foe second round 
of the World Cup. 


A national team member 
since 1989, be is among the 
team leaders in all-time 
appearances in internation- 
al matches and held the 
eventual champions from 


Lalas ponders move to Coventry 


LONDON (R) — U.S. 
World Cup defender Alexi 
Lalas is considering a 
£500,000 ($782,000) move to 
the English premier league 
side Coventry. 

■ Manager Phil Neal and 
chairman Bryan Richardson 
met goatee- bearded Lalas in 
Los Angeles at the weekend 
and Coventry hope to finalise 
a deal within a fortnight. 

Lalas, whose wild appear- 
ance turned him into some- 
thing of a celebrity, is wanted 
to partner £3 million ($4.7 
million) rated Ireland centre- 


back Phil Babb, who is set to 
stay with Coventry despite 
foe interest of Blackburn, 
Liverpool and Everton. 

“He is one of the players 
we are thinking about, but' 
there is still some business to 
be done,” said Neal, who 
recently collected £800,000 
($1.25 million) from Sheffield 
Wednesday for Peter Ather- 
ton. Lalas is due at Wembley 
with the Untied States for a 
friendly against England 
Sept. 7, but Coventry hope to 
make it a more permanent 
stay. 


Brazil scoreless for the first 
73 minutes of the U.S. 1-0 
loss in time second round 
of foe World Cup. 

In June, Meola said this 
would be his final Worjd 
Cup. At the time, he said 
he still might be willing to 
play in the pro league that's 
supposed to stan in the 
United States in April. 

He left the door open, 
however, should his NFL 
career fail. 

“Maybe after a while, my 
flame will be rekindled, 
and I'll come back.” he 
said. 

Meola started 18 matches 
for the United States in 
1993 with seven shutouts, 
including a 2-0 victory over 
England in foe U.S. Cup 
*93. 


Bream Team IF comes together 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
“Dream Team IT’ is ready 
for all challengers, even their 
Olympic basketball cham- 
pion namesakes. 

* “They all should start 
praying because we're com- 
ing full force,” said forward 
Derrick Coleman, one of 12 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion (NBA) players who will 
represent foe United States 
at next month's world cham- 
pionships in Toronto. 

Practice opens Wednesday 
at Chicago. 

This team has no players 
from foe 1992 Olympic cham- 
pionship squad, which in- 
cluded Michael Jordan, 
Magic Johnson and Larry 
Bird. That “Dream Team" 
was an older generation, but 
foe newest group has no 
problem competing with the 
memory. 


"We would kill them,” 
Coleman said. “Jordan's 
playing baseball. Magic is an 
owner. Larry Bird is missing 
in action. They’ve lost their 
concept of playing the 
game.” 

The U.S. must instead 
worry about 15 rivals, includ- 
ing opening pool foes Brazil, 
Spain and China. Other first- 
round groups include 
Croatia, Australia, Cuba and 
South Korea; Canada, Rus- 
sia, Angola and Argentina; 
Germany, Greece, Egypt and 
Puerto Rico. 

“It's exciting. People from 
all around the world are play- 
ing for bragging rights in bas- 
ketball,” said centre Alonzo 
Mourning of Charlotte. 
“You’re playing for a true 
world championship.” 

The U.S. roster includes 
Mourning and Orlando's 
Shaquille O’Neal at centre, 


forwards Coleman of New 
Jersey, Shawn Kemp of Seat- 
tle, Larry Johnson of Char- 
lotte and Dominique Wilkins 
of the Los Angeles Dippers 
plus guards Joe Duxnars of 
Detroit, Kevin Johnson of 
Phoenix, Reggie Miller of In- 
diana, Mark Price of Cleve- 
land and Steve Smith of 
Miami. 

Detroit’s Isiah Thomas and 
Tim Hardaway of Golden 
State were selected but in- 
jnred and cannot compete. 

“I was overwhelmed to be 
chosen," Coleman said. “It 
means you've proven you're 
one of the league’s top play- 
ers. ’* 

C.M. Newtown, USA Bas- 
ketball's director, heroes the 
team awakens U.S. fans foe 
way the U.S. World Cup 
team did for football. 

“You're not talking about 
an all-star team,” he said. 


“You’re talking about 
. assembling a team to play m 
competition. People in foe 
United States have no under- 
standing of the magnitude of 
foe world championships. It’s 
like World Cup or foe NBA 
finals." 

Other NBA players at the 
world championships will in- 
clude Dino Radja and Toni 
Kukoc for Croatia, Canada's 
Rick Fox, Germany’s Detlef 
Schrempf and Australia's 
Andrew Gaze, who played 
briefly for Washington last 
season. 

The U.S. team is favoured. 
About the only concern is 
how the top NBA players will 
work together. 

“I don’t think anybody is 
going to have an ego prob- 
lem,” Coleman said. “We 
have a lot of players who are 
leaders of their teams. We 
should be all right.” 



IORDAN PHOSPHATE RAINES 
CO LTD 


Announces the invitation to tender 
No. 20F/94 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender 
No. 20F/94 for the supply of (11,000- 
12,000) metric tonnes of wet aluminum 
hydroxide). 

The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman, Supply Depart- 
ment, until 2:00 p.m. local time Saturday, 
Aug. 6, 1994. Application for documments 
should be accompanied by a non- 
refundable fee of JD150 for each set of 
tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting tenders is 
12:00 hours local time Wednesday, Aug. 
10, 1994. 

Sameh Madam 
Managing Director 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
SECRETARY WANTED 

International Shipping Co. seeking 
secretary, age 18-40, excellent En- 
glish essential, also good typing/use 
of P.C. with flexible hours. 
Applications with C.V. in writing only 
with contact tel.: number to: 

General Manager 
Jebsens Thun Management 
A.S. 

Middle East Regional Office 
P.O. Box: 910527 
Amman 11191 Jordan 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


STEEL MAGNOLIAS 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


Cinema Tei.: 699238 

PLAZA 


Nabila Obeid ana FarouM Ai 
Fishawi 
in 

Unveiling The Sec- 
rets 
Arabic 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 5-(X; K:W. 
10: VI 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD**!” 
THE CRUSH 

CONCORD «2” 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

M,OUN 

■Cinema and Theatre " 

JASHWATREE 

Dolf Land- 
Green 

Shows: 12:30, 3&J, 6:15, 8:30 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil AI Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

.Today & Everyday 
Abu t Awwad in social comedy 

“PUNCTURED BAG” 

Present their piay; 

WHAT A PEACE! 
(Salary Ya Salem) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. ■ 

The theatre is dosed on Tue 
days. 
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Israelis do not own Egyptian land’ 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian Agriculture Minister Yusef 
Wali on Tuesday denied charges that Israelis own agriculm- 
ral land in Egypt. “There is not one foot of agricultural 
land in Egypt owned by Israelis/’ Mr. Wali, who is also 
Egypt’s deputy prime minister, said. He said Egypt's 
agricultural ties with Israel was limited to drawing on 
Israeli experience in land reclamation and importing 
transplants of “good vegetables and fruits.” Mr. wali was 
speaking to 1,500 clerics from around Egypt meeting here 
for their first conference which opened on Sunday. He also 
denied that Egypt was planning to extend water from the 
Nile River to Israel in answer to rumours which have 
circulated here since late President Anwar Sadat signed a 
peace treaty with Israel in 1979. Mr. Wali said such a plan 
was impossible because Egypt shared the water with nine 
other countries and it could not add another to the list. Mr. 
Wali came under sharp attacks earlier this year when he 
told parliament that Egypt was cooperating closely with 
Israel to improve its fruit production. 

Arafat makes first public appearance in Gaza 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Yasser Arafat and his wife, Suha. 
made their first public appearance together since arriving 
here last week when they greeted the Palestinian leader's 
50 adopted Palestinian children on Tuesday. The couple 
embraced the children as they welcomed them at the 
seafront Palestine Hotel. The children, whose fathers were j 
killed in operations against Israel, arrived Monday from 
Tunis to settle in the self-rule region of Gaza. Since 
returning for good last week, Mr. Arafat has devoted his 
time to meetings with senior aides, his new “government” 
and popular delegations. Suha. meanwhile, has set her own 
agenda seeing women's groups and journalists in her home 
close to the hotel in Gaza City. 

German jailed for Scud sale to Iraq 

AUGSBURG (AFP) — The owner of a German engineer- 
ing company was sentenced by a court here Tuesday to five 
and a half years in jail for illegally supplying Iraq with spare 
parts for Scud missiles. Anton Eyerie, 70. owner of the 
Rhein-Bayem-Fahrzeug company in the southern town of 
Kuafbeuren was found guilty of illegally trafficking in 
weapons. His company was charged with selling the Iraqi 
regime military equipment worth 30 million marks ($8.7 
million) beginning in 1987. Mr. Eyerie had maintained his 
innocence throughout his trial which began last August 
saying he knew nothing of the weapons sales which he 
blamed on two of his assistants. The Iraqi government 
during the trial had sent a letter to the United Nations 
confirming the purchase of firing parts for some 1,000 
missiles from Mr. Eyerie's company. 

Firms seek to buiid Mideasfs first toll highway 

BEIRUT (AFP) — French and German firms are compet- 
ing to build an estimated $500-million highway from Beirut 
to the Syrian border which would be the region’s first toll 
road, a Lebanese official said. They have formed the 
consortiums Bouygues-SCREG, Dumez-GTM, Walter 
Bau, Dyckreloff and Widman, Weyss and Freytag AG and 
Campenon Bernard SGE, according to head of the Great 
Projects in Lebanon. Mohammad Fawaz. The 62-kilometre 
highway will stretch from Beirut's eastern suburb of 
Haddath through the mountains to Masnaa on the border 
with Syria, he said. The consortium which wins the contract 
will both finance and build the highway over an undeter- 
mined number of years, Mr. Fawaz said. 

Sifi to visit Spain for economic talks 

TUNIS (R) — Algerian Prime Minister Mokdad Sifi will 
visit Spain on Wednesday for talks expected to focus on 
economic cooperation between Madrid and Algiers, Alge- 
rian state radio said on Tuesday. Mr. Sifi will be accompa- 
nied by the ministers of finance, energy and industry, the 
radio, monitored in Tunis, said. Mr. Sifi last month visited 
Brussels, Paris, Rome, Saudi Arabia and Egypt seeking 
support for his country, which has been battered by a deep 
economic crisis partly as a result of 30 months of civil strife 
blamed by the government on islamists. Mr. Sifi is expected 
to meet Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez. He will 
also deliver a letter from President Liaminc Zeroual to 
King Juan Carlos, the radio said. 

Pay dispute halts Rajiv Gandhi trial 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — The trial of 26 people charged with 
murdering former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi more than 
three years ago has ground to a hair with defence lawyers 
demanding higher fees, newspapers said Tuesday. Lawyers 
representing 10 of the defendants have boycotted the 
proceedings since July 12 over a pay dispute, the Times of 
India and other newspapers reported from Madras, the 
Tamil Nadu city where the trial is taking place. Defence 
lawyers are demanding payment equal to that received by 
the public prosecutors, they said. The judge presiding over 
the trial, which opened in January and is closed to the 
public and the press, adjourned the case until July 25. Rajiv 
Gandhi was assassinated in a Tamil Nadu town on May 21, 
1991 when a woman believed to be a Sri Lankan Tamil 
approached him during a campaign rally and detonated 
expolsives strapped to her waist. Sixteen Sri Lankan Tamils 
and 10 Indians are on trial in Madras in connection with the 
murder. 

Thai court accepts suit against U.S. diplomats 

BANGKOK (AFP) — The Thai criminal court agreed 
Tuesday to hold a preliminary hearing into a suit by a Thai 
deputy who accused U.S. diplomats of defaming him by 
linking him to drug trafficking. A court official said a 
hearing was scheduled on August 29 into Wattana Asa- 
vahem's complaint against U.S. Ambassador David Lam- 
bertson and John Reid, director of the U.S. Information 
Services. The U.S- embasssy said it had no immediate 
comment. A lawyer contacted by AFP said it was likely 
that lawyers for Mr. Lambertson and Mr. Reid would 
argue during the pre-examination hearing that the two 
were covered by diplomatic immunity, which normally 
shields diplomats from legal action. On July 1, USIS issued 
a statement saying that Mr. Wattana. deputy leader of the 
Chart Thai party, had been refused a visa on suspicion he 
currently or previously had ties to “illicit trafficking of 
controlled substances.” Mr. Wattana hotly denied the 
allegation and threatened the following day to sue U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, the U.S, Abassador in Bangkok and 
USIS for conspiring to defame a member of parliament. 

Third round of Sudan peace talks opens 

NAIROBI (AFP) The third round of peace talks between 
Sudan’s Islamic government and mainly Christian southern 
rebels opened here on Tuesday, with Kenyan President 
Danieal Arap Moi urging delegates to use this session to 
bring peace to war-tom southern Sudan. Addressing 
delegates from the Khartoum government and the two 
factions of the Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) at 
State House here before declaring the talks open, Mr. Moi 
warned that the people of Sudan had had enough troubles 
and now deserved to have peace. “It is my sincere yearning 
and sincere hope that this round will break new groundi 
and finally give the people of Sudan the peace and 
development they so much deserve," Mr. Moi told 
delegates. The talks are the latest in a series of efforts to 
broker a peace settlement to the conflict by the Inter- 
Govem mental Authority on Drought and Development 
(IGADD), grouping Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Sudan and Uganda. 


Jerash 

Festival 

opened 


THEIR MAJESTIES King 
Hussein and Qseen Noor on 
Tuesday open the 13th 
Jerash Festival by fighting a 
torch at the ancient Greco- 
Roman dty which wOl host 
the two-week event. The 
festival’s director general, 
Akram Masarweh, said he , 
expected this year’s festival 
to be distinguished, particu- 
larly that the jerash- 
Amman road is now open 
for traffic after a several- 
year closure for expansion. 
The festival will feature art, 
cultural and literary activi- 
ties hdd in aD areas of the 
city with the several foreign 
troupes participating in the 
annual event (Petra photo) 






U.N. split again over Iraq sanctions 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — The Security Council 
has decided to maintain sanc- 
tions against Iraq but with 
Russia and the United States 
differing sharply on how to 
handle lifting oil sanctions in 
the future. 

Russia took the lead for 
countries such as France, 
China and Brazil which at 
minimum wanted the 15- 
member body to issue a state- 
ment saying Iraq had made 
progress in complying with 
weapons demands, which are 
linked to lifting the oil 
embargo. 

Bat the LTnited States, 
backed by Britain and others,, 
again spoke strongly against 
any statement as well as tak- 
ing steps toward considering 
a change in the sanctions 
regime. 

The division in the 15- 
member body is so severe 
that, in the words of council 
President Jamsheed Marker, 
“no consensus” was reached 
in issuing any statement or 
comments. 

While a statement acknow- 
ledging progress does not lift 


sanctions, it has become sym- 
bolic of an attitude towards 
Iraq when the issue becomes 
more relevant next year. 

Under a 1991 ceasefire re- 
solution, U.N. officials must 
certify that Iraq has des- 
troyed its weapons of mass 
destruction. Anqs officials 
will not do this until about 
March, when they finish test- 
ing a long-term monitoring 
programme to ensure Iraq 
does not reacquire proscribed 
weapons. 

Iraq has been under sanc- 
tions since its troops invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

The ceasefire resolutions 
say the oil embargo is to be 
lifted after certain wea pons- 
related conditions are met. 
Hie United States and Bri- 
tain want to add more condi- 
tions for lifting the oil embar- 
go - 

Russia, China, France and 
others say the resolution ties 
only disarmament to lifting 
the oil embargo and that the 
council must abide by its own 
decisions. 

In contrast, U.S. Ambassa- 
dor Madeleine Albright in- 


terprets the 1991 resolution 
broadly, saying there must be 
a pattern of compliance on 
many other issues in addition 
to disarmament. 

But all members agreed 
that before any sanctions are 
lifted, Iraq must recognise 
Kuwait and its borders. 

Diplomats said - Oman, 
Djibouti and Nigeria be- 
lieved the council should 
make the borders a priority 
rather than discussing the oil 
embargo or disarmament. 

Russian Ambassador Yuli 
Vorontsov went further than 
just asking for a statement, 
saying the council should 
establish a “limited-term 
deadline” to consider the oil 
embargo if there was full 
compliance on weapons. 

He said there was a need to 
set “clearer procedures” 
once violators comply with 
council demands. 

In an apparent criticism of 
Washington, be questioned 
the legality of “attempts to 
oppose this principle for poli- 
tical reasons” or “to stretch 
formulated provisions of 
security council resolutions.” 


Ms. Albright, in a written 
copy of her remarks to the 
council, accused Iraq of being 
“sporadic, selective ana 
opportunistic” m its coopera- 
tion with U.N. arms inspec- 
tors. Even Iraq’s apparent 
cooperation on weapons 
would stop once Baghdad 
was able to sell oil again, she 
added. 

“It is dearly premature to 
begin a serious discussion of 
whether we can be satisfied 
that Iraq’s intentions are 
peaceful,” she said. “It 
would be premature to dis- 
cuss the terms or timing of 
modifying the council’s reg- 
ime of sanctions against 
Iraq.” 

The coundl, which holds a 
regular review of the Iraqi 
sanctions every two months, 
met in a closed session and 
did not take a vote. 

All members agreed it was 
essential for Iraq to recognise 
Kuwaits boundary and its 
sovereignty. President Mar- 
ker said. 

But for the past six months 
the coundl has been unable 


to agree on the language to 
use in stating that sanctions 
will remain in place. 

Ambassador Vorontsov 
called it “inexplicable from 
the point of view of logic and 
common sense” not to ack- 
nowledge Iraq's progress. 
Mr. Vorontsov said the 
Security Coundl should set a 
time-frame for lifting the 
crippling sanctions. 

He acknowledged that 
Russia and other nations 
have “important economic 
and finandal interests'’ in 
Iraq, fueling the desire to lift 
the oil embargo. 

U.N. weapons inspectors 
say Iraq has made significant 
progress in eliminating its 
potential for chemical, biolo- 
gical and nuclear weapons as 
well as longer-range ballistic 
missiles. 

On Friday. Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
said Baghdad had made 
“great achievements” in 
satisfying terms of the 1991 
Gulf war ceasefire. He called 
on the Security Council to lift 
the oil embargo. 


Yemen government urges 
Aden people to work 


FIS denounces kidnap 
of Arab ambassadors 


ADEN (Agenries) — Ye- 
men’s government urged 
Aden residents on Tuesday 
to return to work and help 
restore normal life to the dty, 
where offices were looted at 
the end of a two-month dvil 
war and people still suffer 
water and food shortages. 

Government ministries 
urged restaurants and baker- 
ies to open or risk losing their 
licences. They also called on 
doctors and nurses to return 
to hospitals and clinics. 

The Commerce Ministry 
said it would provide the 
bakeries with floor and water 
in the next two days and from 
Tuesday would start selling 
rice, vegetable oil and flour 
to the dty's half a million 
people. 

Residents say most of peo- 
ple were not going to work 
because they were too busy 
hunting for water and food. 

Most offices and institu- 
tions here stripped bare by a 
wave of looting. Transport is 
difficult because of a petrol 
shortage. 

“How can we go back to 
work when we spend almost 
all day at water wells and 
looking for food. Offices are 
bare of furniture. We have 


other wonies than going to 
work,” said one resident. 

Shopowners are reluctant 
to open their businesses for 
fear of more looting although 
residents said the rampage 
has eased. Banks are still 
shut, but the central bank has 
opened. 

The Sanaa government’s 
forces captured Aden on July 
7, crushing a southern bid to 
break from four years of uni- 
ty with the north. It is now 
trying to consolidate its admi- 
nistrative and security hold 
on the dty and restore nor- 
mal life. 

It has imposed a night cur- 
few which will be enforced 
until Aug. 5 and sealed off 
the dty except for its resi- 
dents. Relief workers and 
ambulances from Sunday 
night for one week to crack 
down on lawlessness and 
looting. 

The government had 
ordered employees at Aden's 
refinery and power station to 
report to work as an urgent 
measure. Red Cross teams 
and government workers 

are trying to repair dam- 
aged water pipelines. 

Residents said some water 
was restored to taps in a few 


districts on Monday, but that 
was only 20 per cent of the 
total dty supply. Relief work- 
es say the damage to water 
stations and pipelines was ex- 
tensive and repairs would 
take- weeks. 

The Yemeni port authority 
said in a statement that all the 
country's ports, including 
Aden and Mukalla, were 
back to working normally. 

Most government minis- 
ters, who met in Aden lasr 
week, went back to Sanaa on 
Sunday. 

Southern leaders who fled 
abroad at war’s end have 
accused the north of 
punishing Aden with the cur- 
few, shortages and human 
rights violations. 

A U.N. offidal said the 
United Nations has set aside 
$2.65 million worth of mainly 
food and medidnes to help 
alleviate the effects of Ye- 
men's two-month dvil war. 

U.N. agencies coordinator 
Awni A1 Ani told AFP a first 
batch of 150 tonnes of food 
will be handed out in the next 
two days in the southern 
Yemeni provinces which 

(Continued on page 7) 


PARIS (Agendes) — Alger- 
ia's outlawed Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) has conde- 
mned the kidnapping of two 
Arab ambassadors in Algeria 
and blamed the inddent on 
the government. 

"The FIS parliamentary 
delegation condemns the kid- 
napping of the two ambassa- 
dors and bolds the totalita- 
rian establishment entirely 
responsible for the decadent 
situation in Algeria” and “for 
all kinds of violations of hu- 
man rights in the country,” a 
statement received here 
Tuesday said. 

Omani Ambassador Hillal 
Ben Salem A1 Siyabi and his 
Yemeni counterpart, Ali 
Askar, were kidnapped Fri- 
day in the Islamic stronghold 
of Khemis Ai Kechna east of 
the Algerian capital 
They were with a member of 
the Yemen Sodalist Party 
politburo, Mohammad 
Kasem Essour, and the Oma- 
ni’s Moroccan driver who 
were kidnapped with them. 

There have been no claims 
of responsibility for the 
abductions, and police have 
given no details on their 
search for the diplomats. 

But the disappearance of 
the four men follows a spate 
of killings of foreigners that 


raised fears that militants 
were stepping up their cam- 
paign of violence against 
Algeria's secular military- 
backed government. 

The FIS statement was 
issued in English and signed 
by Anwar Had dam, presi- 
dent of the FIS parliamentary 
delegation who lives in exile 
in the United States. 

It said the “FIS recognises 
in this new episode of vio- 
lence in Algeria the finger- 
print of the bloody junta,” 
charging that the regime’s 
“aim is to isolate the Alge- 
rian people from their natural 
ally: the Arab World.” 

The statement called on 
the international community 
“to isolate the military reg- 
ime in Algeria and to support 
the struggle of the Algerian - 
people for their freedom and 
for their right to freely elect 
their political representa- 
tives.” 

The comment was a refer- 
ence to the cancellation by 
the military regime in Janu- 
ary 1992 of elections which 
the FIS was poised to win. 

The FIS was banned fol- 
lowing the poll, whose can- 
cellation sparked a fun- 
damentalist guerrilla cam- 
paign against government 

(Continued on page 7) 


N. Korea bids emotional farewell to Kim 


SEOUL (Agendes) — North 
Koreans bade an emotional 
farewell to Kim II-Sung on 
Tuesday, wailing and weep- 
ing as the red, flag-draped 
coffin of the world's last Sta- 
linist leader made its final 
journey through the streets of 
Pyongyang. 

An estimated two million 
mourners lined the streets as 
the funeral cortege wound 
slowly around the showcase 
city Kim built — • from the 
marble hall, where the body 
of foe “great leader” had lain 
in state, to Kim II-Sung 
Square. 

The wail of “great leader, 
come back from the dead,” 
could be heard over the 
breaking voice of a Pyon- 
gyang radio commentator, 
monitors here said, as the 
outside world saw only what 
North Korea wanted it to see 
in controlled TV feeds from 
the rigidly isolated state. 

Kim Jong-11, the late presi- 
dent’s bespectacled and re- 
clusive son and heir- 
apparent, dressed in a som- 
ber Mao suit, a black mourn- 
ing tend on his arm, offici- 
ated at the last rites before 


foe bier emerged from foe 
gloom of the hall into the 
streets. 

At his side in the marble- 
lined Kumsuman Hall was 
the grey-haired chief of 
North Korea’s powerful, 
million-strong army, O Jin- 

But the junior Kim — 
short, seemingly unsure and 
unsmiling in sharp contrast to 
the bluff, ebullient figure of 
his father — was absent from 
the tumbultuous funeral 
motorcade through the capit- 
al. Pyongyang watchers in 
Seoul said, adding that he 
had stayed in his father's 
office. 

Kim died July 8 at S2 of 
what the government said 
was a heart attack. -He ruled 
for four decades with an ex- 
treme cult of personality. 

Kim’s acrual hour-long 
funeral ceremony was 
shrouded in secrecy as was 
the final destination of foe 
afternoon profession. 

“Nobody knows where the 
body was taken,” said one 
diplomat in Pyongyang con- 
tacted by telephone from 
Tokyo. 


The funeral following more 
than a week of frenzied 
mourning, during which mil- 
lions of North Koreans 
bowed to statues of Kim that 
are dotted throughout the 
country. 

Beer was withdrawan from 
sa(e, and billiards, a favourite 
northern pastime, was ban- 
ned during the mourning 
period, when all forms of 
entertainment were forbid- 
den, said one foreign/esident 
by phone to Beijing. 

He said thousands of peo- 
ple were mobilised to scrub 
Pyongyang’s streets and re- 
paint road markings before 
the foneral. 

On Wednesday, trains, 
ships and boats throughout 
North Korea were to sound 
their horns in respect to Kim. 
The country was also to have 
three minutes of silence at 
midday. 

In a display of the extreme 
distrust that South Korea 
harbours against its commun- 
ist rival, a government offi- 
cial here said Kim II-Sung's 
coffin might have been emp- 
ty. 

“The black wood coffin 


I seems to be of the kind used 
for a simple funeral rite and 
there is a possibility that 
Kim’s body might have re- 
mained encased in the glass 
coffin at Knmsusan Assembly 
Hall (Kim n-Sung's palace),” 
the unidentified official was 
quoted as saying by Yonhap 
news agency. 

“It would be difficult to 
preserve the body, although 
embalmed, while exposing it 
to the hot weather for five 
hours,” the official said. 

Tbe coffin was returned to 
Kim's own palace after foe 
solemn motorcade through 
the streets of the North Ko- 
rean capital. 

Locai press reports, quot- 
ing government sources here, 
said the body would possibly 
be laid to rest at foe palace 
until a Kim II-Sung Memorial 
Hall, reportedly under con- 
struction for the past 10 years 
in the suburbs of Pyongyang, 
is completed. 

Diplomats in Pyongyang 
said many in the huge weep- 
ing crowd in foe streets had 
come from the suburbs arid 
provinces and appeared to 


have spent the night waiting 
for foe funeral. 

Diplomats themselves had. 
been unaware of the details 
of the funeral until the last 
moment. Nigerian Ambassa- 
dor O.A Ashiru said it 
appeared certain that Kim 
Jor.g-II, now 52, would suc- 
ceed Kim n-$ung in the first 
dynastic succession in the his- 
tory of communism. 

“I think definitely Marshal 
Kim Jong-II will succeed as 
president of DPRK (North 
Korea). I think everything is 
calm. There’s no 
apprehension/’ Mr. Ashiru 
told CNN, 

The North’s party news- 
paper Rodong Sinmnn added 
to Pyongyang Radio acco- 
lades hailing the younger 
Kim as “the great patriarch,” 
calling him tbe “illustrious 
leader of our party.” 

* The titles were heaped on 
Kim Jong-TI by foe official 
media despite the lack of any 
official confirmation that he 
has been elected to foe two 
key posts held by his father 
— those of president and 



party leader. 


Mandeia goes to 
work on birthday 

PRETORIA. South Africa 
(AP) — President Nelson 
Mandela spent his 76th. birth- 
day attending to party busi- 
ness — a meeting with the 
leadership of his African 
National Congress and a 
celebration by his staff. 
Apparently recovered from 
an eye operation last week, 
Mr. Mandela also met with 
labour leader Sam Shilowa to 
discuss a spate of strikes since 
the ANC-led government 
took power two months ago. 
More than 15,000 workers at 
a national supermarket chain 
were expected to strike Tues- 
day. expanding a wage pro- 
test that sparked clashes 
Wednesday in Johannesburg. 
After the lunchtime meeting, 
Mr. Mandela and Mr. Shilo- 
wa said further talks would 
take place on new labour 
legislation, but they provided 
few details. Both urged res- 
traint by police and strikers. 
The birthday party, held in a 
conference room at the state- 
ly union buildings in Pretoria, 
followed Mr. Mandela's reg- 
ular Monday meeting with 
the ANC's National Working 
Committee and the Shilowa 
talks. About 60 members of 
his staff — from Chief of 
Staff James Gerwel to office 
workers and custodians — 
sang “happy birthday to you” 
and “for he's a jolly good 
fellow" to the beaming presi- 
dent. who praised them as a 
symbol of unificiation in 
South. Africa. “Many people 
who have seen how we work 
together could not believe 
that we come from a society 
so divided for many years," 
Mandela said before blowing 
out 76 candles on a cake in 
the form of the new South 
African flag.. 


63-yea r-o Id 
women gives birth 

ROME (AFP) — Donatella 
Corte, 63' became foe oldest 
woman in the world to give 
birth Monday when her son 
was born by caesarian sec- 
tion. The infant was con- 
ceived through artifical in- 
semination with foe help of 
controversial gynecologist 
Severino Antinori who also 
delivered the baby. "Today, 
it's a 20-year-old womarvwho 
gave birfo/' he said, meaning 
thar his patient was as well as 
could be. Mrs. Della Cone- 
was implanted with 1 an egg 
given by a young Italian 
which was artificaQy insemi- 
nated with sperm from Della 
Cone’s 65-year-old husband. 
Dr. Antinori said that a 
ceasarian delivery bad been 
recommended because Mrs. 
Della Cone had had one to 
deliver her only other child, a 
boy who died when he was 
17- Dr. Antinori, who has 
already helped a 62-year-old 
Sicilian woman and a wealthy 
59-year-old Briton to have 
babies, and claims to have 
helped more than 30 meno- 
paused women aged over 50 
have babies, made no other 
comments. Reliable sources 
said the doctor and his pa- 
tient had signed exclusive 
$250,000 contracts with U.S. 
and German weeklies to tell 
their story. Half the money 
would go to foe new mother, 
foe rest to research. Mrs. 
Della Cone wanted a baby 
after her only son died in a 
motorbike accident when he 
was 17. News that she was 
pregnant had caused deep 
divisions in the medical world 
both in Italy and abroad. 


Woman who 
snatched baby is 
pregnant— 
papers 

LONDON (R) — A 22-year- 
old British woman accused of 
snatching an hours-old baby, 
prompting a huge outcry and 
nationwide search, is herself 
four months pregnant. Her 
father, Eric Kelley, was 
quoted by newspapers Tues- 
day as saying his daughter 
Julie, who has been charged 
with kidnapping newborn 
Abbie Homphries on July 1, 
could not wait for her own 
child to be bom. “She must 
have been so desperate to 
have a baby that the remain- 
ing five months seemed like a 
lifetime so she decided to 
take someone else’s baby,” 
Mr. Kelley said. “She saw the 
baby's big blue eyes and 
couldn't resist it." Police 
reunited Abbie with her pa- 
rents Saturday in Notting- 
ham. central England, after 
raiding a house near the hos- 
pital following a telephone 
tip-off. 











